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Cloudy, High 85, Low 68

Slain gunman’s motive sought

THE SCENE: Awakening to gunfire,
resident steers drivers from danger

By Shelby Webb

At first, Lee Williams
thought the three loud
bangs that woke him Mon-
day morning came from a
nearby construction site
heralding the start of yet
another workweek in his
West University neighbor-
hood.

It was about 6:20 a.m.

For awhile, he lay awake
in bed. There were more
bangs, so Williams got up
and went outside to inves-
tigate.

WORLD

Historic
peace deal
signed in
Colombia

The tragic toll of
South America’s
oldest armed conflict
begins to wind down
with the signing of a
historic agreement
between Colombia’s
government and the
country’s largest
rebel movement.
Page A10

NATION

Mall suspect
confesses to
shooting five
The man accused
of killing five people
at a Macy’s store in
a Washington state
shopping mall before
leading authorities
on a 24-hour
manhunt confesses
to the slayings and
is charged with

five counts of first-
degree murder.
Page A10

SPORTS

Astros work
extra for latest
tough loss

A two-run rally in the
ninth goes for naught
as Seattle’s Robinson
Cano blasts a game-
winning home run in
the 11th to push the
Astros further behind
in the wild-card race.
Page C1
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William “Bill” Lawson

Down the street, in the
predawn darkness, he saw
someone shooting at cars.

“I ran back in, got my
flashlight and came out
here as traffic was com-
ing down, because they
use this as a cut-through
street,” Williams said. “I
was waving at them to turn
away, don’t go that way.”

He was screaming at
the drivers to stop, to turn
around. A police officer
down the street was doing
the same.

Neighbors continues on A8

Mark Mulligan /7 Houston Chronicle

Jennifer Molleda looks stunned to see the bloodied face

of her husband, Alan Wakim. Two bullets went by him.

W

»Waitch videos of the scene and see how events
unfolded at HoustonChronicle.com/shooting

CAMPAIGN 2016

THE SHOOTER: Local lawyer wore
vintage military gear during attack

By Dane Schiller, St.
John Barned-Smith and
Shelby Webb

A lawyer who opened
fire on commuters for no
apparent reason during
the morning predawn rush
hour in a Houston neigh-
borhood Monday, wound-
ing nine people, was
wearing a vintage military
uniform and had Nazi em-
blems on him, police said.

The rampage on a quiet
street near West Univer-
sity Place began in the

predawn darkness and
lasted 20 minutes before
the gunman, whom police
identified as Nathan DeSai,
46, was shot and killed by
officers.

Six of the wounded were
transported to area hospi-
tals. The other three were
treated at the scene and
released.

Acting Houston Police
Chief Martha Montalvo
said at a news conference
Monday afternoon police
did not yet know exactly

Shooter continues on A8

Debate fierce from start

Trump, Clinton jockey for breakout moment in tight race

By Patrick Healy
and Jonathan Martin
NEW YORK TIMES

In a relentlessly an-
tagonistic debate, Donald
Trump and Hillary Clinton
clashed over trade, the Iraq
War, his refusal to release
his tax returns and her use
of a private email server,
with Trump frequently
showing impatience and
political inexperience as
Clinton pushed him to de-
fend his past denigration
of women and President
Barack Obama.

Win McNamee / Getty Images
Republican Donald Trump and Democrat Hillary Clinton debated Monday night on many issues, from the economy to immigration and race.

ON THE ATTACK: Candidates assail
each other over trade, Iraq, taxes

Trump repeatedly inter-
rupted Clinton and at times
talked over her throughout
the 90-minute debate, mak-
ing slashing attacks that
surely pleased his Republi-
can base but may have been
off-putting to women and
undecided voters. He also
left unchallenged her asser-
tion that he paid no federal
taxes for years.

For her part, Clinton re-
peatedly chided Trump for
bungling his facts while ac-
cusing him of hiding infor-
mation about his debts to
Candjidates continues on A12

More
coverage
inside
» A look at the
claims made in the
debate and how
they compare with
the facts.
Page ATl

» Five takeaways
Sfrom the first
presidential
debate.
Page All

» Political
notebook: Fill
Stein escorted off
Hoftra’s campus,
protests and more.
Page Al12
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ANALYSIS: Temperament at heart
of the first high-stakes showdown

By Kevin Diaz

Hillary Clinton and Don-
ald Trump clashed sharply
Monday in their critical first
debate, a high-stakes show-
down that put their con-
trasting outlooks and tem-
peraments on full display
for voters.

The much-anticipated
encounter — the first of
three presidential debates
— saw both candidates vy-
ing to assuage the public’s
doubts about them, gain the
initiative and reframe the
dynamics of a race that is es-

Q » Get full coverage and analysis of Monday’s debate at HoustonChronicle.com/2016

sentially tied, with 43 days
left.

Throughout the 90-min-
ute engagement, Clinton
sought ways to reinforce
the perception that her un-
orthodox Republican ad-
versary is temperamentally
unsuited and dangerously
ill-informed for the job.

“The central question in
this election is really what
kind of country we want to
be and what kind of future
we’ll build together,” Clin-
ton said, opening the debate.
“You have tojudge us — who

Analysis continues on A12

Jury duty phone scam now more ‘sophisticated’

By Keri Blakinger

When she got the call
about her looming arrest,

mid-August — and on the
other end of the line was
an officer, telling her about
two warrants that could

con artists who have been
targeting Harris County
residents with the latest
iteration of a tried and true

said Harris County District
Clerk Chris Daniel, whose
office oversees local jury
duty.

— sometimes as much as
$7,000.

“In the past, it was
someone with a foreign

R instru’mental Emily Tonn was sitting at land her behind bars for jury duty phone scam. Although similar grift accent telling you to send
in Houston’s Rﬂfh to her Houston home relax- missing jury duty. Except “This type of jury scam  hit the county two years it to a P.O. box, using hard
desegregation. ing, thinking nothing was it wasn’t really a cop, and has existed since before ago, in the new version, cash,” Daniel said.
Page A6 wrong. there wasn’t really a war- I was in office, but it was scammers are demanding Now, the scam has
It was a Saturday in rant — it was one of the never this sophisticated,” more money than before Jury continues on As
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PLANET TEXAS

This NASA
file photo
from Nov. 22,
2014, shows a
global view of
the surface of
Jupiter’s icy
moon Europa.

AFP/Getty Images

Scientists find more evidence
of water on Jupiter moon Europa

By Kim McGuire definitive proof.
Nonetheless, theimages
Astronomersannounced  fuel the tantalizing prospect
Monday that they have un- of taking samples from the
covered moreevidencethat ~ plumes someday tolearn

suggests there are plumes more about Europa’s vast

of water erupting from the underground ocean, which

surface of Europa, one of iskeptinaliquid state by

Jupiter’sicy moons. the friction from Jupiter’s
New images takenbythe  gravitational pull.

Hubble Space Telescope “Europa’s oceanis

considered to be one of the
most promising places that

hint the plumes exist, but
scientists say they don’t have

HEAR BETTER TODAY OR

could potentially harbor life
in the solar system,” said
Geoff Yoder, acting associate
administrator for NASA’'s
Science Mission Director-
ate in Washington. “These
plumes, if they do indeed
exist, may provide another
way to sample Europa’s
subsurface.”

If confirmed, Europa
would be the second moon
in the solar system known to
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have water vapor plumes. In
2005, NASA’s Cassini space-
craft detected jets of water
vapor and dust spewing off
the surface of Saturn’s moon
Enceladus.

NASA’s Galileo space-
craft, which orbited Jupiter
in the 1990s, was the first to
provide scientific evidence
there might be water on
Europa.

Speculation about the
moon intensified three years
ago when Hubble captured
images of what was believed
to be a plume of water vapor
released from Europa’s
southern polar region.

At the time, scientists
weren’t sure what they were
seeing.

Now, by using an obser-
vation technique used to
discover new exoplanets,
they have more evidence to
suggest plumes of water are
being spewed from Europa.

Scientists may use the

infrared vision of NASA’s
James Webb Space Tele-
scope, which is scheduled
tolaunch in 2018, to confirm
the plume activity on Eu-
ropa.

NASA alsois formulating
a flyby mission in the 2020s.

Scientists said confir-
mation of Europa’s water
plumes could someday lead
to even more discoveries.

“Life, as we know t,
requires liquid water, and
Europa’s on NASA’s hit list
because it is one of the most
likely places to find water
in our solar system,” said
Adprian Lenardic, a Rice
University geophysicist. “If
you find a place with liquid
water, the potential that it
could host life, be it probably
little bacteria at this point in
time, increases. And that’s
the excitement. That’s the
draw.”

kim.mcguire@chron.com

10-minute plays
try to tackle crises

By Wei-Huan Chen

“Creatures of Habit,”

a 10-minute theater piece
by Blaise Miller that’s
part of the Landing The-
atre’s “The Redemption
Series” playing through
Oct. 1, opens with four
people seriously stressed
out about shootings in
America.

There’s a liberal, who
tweets about Trump
supporters being racist; a
conservative, who tweets
about making America
great again; a Christian,
who sends #thoughtsand-
prayers to the families of
the victims; and a black
Twitter activist, who
expresses outrage at the
killings of unarmed black
people at the hands of
white cops.

After the shootings
at the Pulse nightclub
in Orlando, Fla., David
Rainey, artistic director of
the Landing Theatre, in-
vited playwrights across

the country to submit
10-minute plays about
crisis in America. He
wanted artists to respond
to tragedy with moments
of redemption.

Ten minutes is not ad-
equate to tell a full story.
Instead, the playwrights
offer up scenes, emo-
tions and theses. A few
of them are stimulating
in concept. They propose
ideas that, while rooted in
factuality, long for charac-
ter and catharsis.

A cynic would say this
is art that provokes more
emotion than thought.

An optimist would say
that “The Redemption
Series” is a conversation
igniter, that it’s a brutal
look at the true America
that can spur change.

Years later, while look-
ing back at “The Redemp-
tion Series,” we’ll see the
plays not as salvation but
a cry for help.

wchen@chron.com
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Interactive features only
at HoustonChronicle.com

Go online to find premium content related to the
top stories in today’s paper

Is America still one
nation indivisible, or has
it become divided? Read
more and find out what
the Latino vote means at

HoustonChronicle.com/America-Divided

Five trending
stories from

houstonchronicle.com:

Gunman behind
SW Houston
strip mall shoot-
1 ings has died,
police say
A horror during the
morning commute. Po-
lice say the shooter was
an attorney.
Feds: Colo-
rado’s new pot
laws a haven

1+ for Texas drug
runners
Opportunity knocks for
Texas’ pot purveyors.

Will water and
oil mix in Bal-
morhea?

1 Thelocalsinan
area known for its natu-
ral beauty aren’t happy
about a big petroleum
find there.

Why the US.is
using more gas
than ever
1 Despite more ef-
ficient vehicles, gasoline
consumption has been
going up.
Air Force losing
pilots, and the
headwind is

1 getting worse
The Air Force is losing
pilots at an alarming rate
to commercial opera-
tions, such as airlines.

CORRECTION

A graphic about
recent audits of local
constables’ office prop-
erty rooms published
Sept. 25 excluded one
word in the description
of Precinct 1’s audit of
November 2013. The
audit found no major
evidence problems.
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GREATER HOUSTON

Walking to school has become a tough course for most students

I trudged through shin-high
grass and weeds, struggling to
keep my balance on the slop-
ing terrain of a ditch. Cars and
trucks streaked by on my left;

I glanced to my right and saw a
pool of stagnant water. Pushing
aside my worries about the Zika
virus, I fixed my gaze straight
ahead and pressed on.

After what seemed like hours
Ireached a stretch where the
grass had been cut and the go-
ing was easier. I passed a sign:
“Warning: Gas Pipeline.” That
can’t be good, I thought.

I was walking along Gaston
Road, a busy, two-lane thor-
oughfare in the Katy area, pre-
tending to be 11-year-old Tanya
Philip. More precisely, I was
trying to replicate what Tanya
would experience if she walked
the most direct route from Tays
Junior High School to her house

in Cinco Ranch.
It took me

42 minutes to

complete the

journey of 1.7

miles. It would

SNYDER

an environment
more hostile to
pedestrians. To expect a child

to endure this experience twice

a day for nine months was un-
imaginable.

“The issue is not the dis-
tance,” said Tanya’s dad, Aby
Mattathu. “The issue is safety.”

As the Chronicle’s Sebastian
Herrera reported last week,

Mattathu and other parents are

at odds with the Katy Indepen-
dent School District over its
decision that students in the
Highland Park neighborhood
don’t qualify for bus service.
Parents and district officials

be hard to design

have lobbed emails back and
forth like kids shooting spit-
wads in a classroom, clashing
over details such as how to

measure the distance between a
school and a student’s home, the

meaning of “hazardous,” and
why an adjacent neighborhood
got bus service when Highland
Park did not.

More than 60 parents have
filed complaints to the district,
said Mattathu, who has em-
barked on a multistep appeal
process that could end with the
school board. For now, he’s ar-

ranging carpools with other par-

ents. Friday, the day I stopped
by, was his day off, so it was his
turn to collect Tanya and some
other neighborhood kids.

In a sense, my walking test
that day wasn’t entirely fair.
Other, somewhat longer routes

Snyder continues on A5

Jon Shapley / Houston Chronicle

Aby Mattathu picks up his daughter, Tanya Philip, second from
left, and her two friends after school Friday in Katy. Mattathu is
pushing Katy ISD to provide bus service to his neighborhood in

Cinco Ranch.

AROUND THE AREA
AND STATE

Work set to begin
on monument

The main elements
of the long-awaited new
Texas African-American
History Memorial will
arrive Tuesday for installa-
tion on the grounds of the
Texas Capitol.

State Preservation
Board spokesman Chris
Currens said Monday that
large bronze friezes are to
be lifted into place with
acrane as workers begin
installing the monument,
being built just west of the
capitol driveway on the
south side lawn of the 1888
statehouse.

Site work has been
underway for months for
the monument, dedicated
to the African-American
experience in Texas —
from exploration to slavery
and from emancipation to
achievements in the arts
and sciences.

The monument is the
first on the Capitol grounds
to showcase the contribu-
tions of African-Ameri-
cans to Texas history.

Woodlands may
test bike sharing

The Woodlands may
play host to a test run of the
latest technology in bike
sharing this fall.

BCycle, a bike share
equipment supplier, ap-
proached The Woodlands
Township with a proposal
that it use Town Center as
afield trial location for its
new BCycle Smart bike
system in order to test
equipment and gather user
feedback.

“Since we’re so bike-
friendly and upscale....
(BCycle) thought The
Woodlands would be a
good place (for the trial),”
said John Powers, assistant
general manager for com-
munity services for The
Woodlands Township.

The proposed trial
would go from Oct. 29
through Now. 13.

Commissioners
to vote on Dome

Harris County commis-
sioners on Tuesday are set
to vote on the future of the
Astrodome: the beginning
of anew project to raise the
floors of the stadium and
put two levels of parking
underneath.

Much of the debate
over the Dome’s future
hasinrecent years has
come down to money:
How much would it cost to
demolish? At least $30 mil-
lion, the county estimates.
How much does it cost
the county to maintain,
asis, every year? Roughly
$170,000.

The county has a new
figure for the parking plan
that could determine the
historic stadium’s future:
$105 million, expected to
be paid by the county’s
general fund, hotel tax
revenue and parking fees
in roughly equal shares.

From staff and wire reports

Jon Shapley photos / Houston Chronicle

Edward McGregor, who is serving a life sentence in a capital murder case, enters the 434th
District Court in Richmond for a hearing Monday. McGregor’s attorney is seeking a new trial
because he believes the conviction was based on inappropriately obtained testimony.

New trial sought for man
convicted in 1990 slaying

By Emily Foxhall

RICHMOND — Attorney
Randy Schaffer stood at a po-
dium in the 434th District Court
and explained to the judge the
gravity of what he was about
to discuss: “This is a case that
strikes at the integrity of the en-
tire system,” Schaffer said.

The matter before them was
an allegation of prosecutorial
misconduct, which Schaffer
contends six years ago inap-
propriately led to the conviction
of his client in a capital murder
case.

The defense attorney argued
that a Harris County prosecu-
tor failed to disclose deals with

three key witnesses in the Fort
Bend County case, offering them
lighter punishment for their
own crimes in exchange for tes-
timony against the accused man.

Schaffer wants to see a new
trial for his client, 43-year-old
Edward George McGregor,
who is serving a life sentence in
prison. And the attorney said he
hoped prosecutors would join
in his request. “Why defend il-
legal and unethical conduct?”
he posed.

But Gail McConnell, of the
Fort Bend County District Attor-
ney’s Office, offered a different
view, saying the state believed
the conviction was valid. They
said the prosecutor in question

was “acting within the law,” Mc-
Connell said.

The back and forth was be-
fore Judge James Shoemake,
who presided over the original
case. He must now outline a rec-
ommendation for the appellate
court.

Arguments began at 2 p.m.,
an hour past the scheduled time.
A bailiff brought in McGregor,
dressed in a green jumpsuit with
his hands bound in front of him.
He raised his eyebrows as he ap-
proached Schaffer and sat next
to him.

McGregor’s parents watched
from the third row. Two aunts
looked on in the same row,

Attorney continues on A4

Fiery
debate

for DA
office

Anderson, Ogg spar
over victim’s jailing,
evidence scandal

By Brian Rogers

Before the fireworks erupted
on national television between
Clinton and Trump on Monday,
Houston saw its own fiery debate
between the candidates for Har-
ris County district attorney.

Republican incumbent Devon
Anderson and Democratic chal-
lenger Kim Ogg pulled no punch-
es in the only debate scheduled
for the county’s top law enforce-
ment post.

“I think it’s apparent for any-
body who has been listening to
Ms. Ogg that she is clearly not fit
to be the Harris County district
attorney,” Anderson said in clos-
ing after a raucous debate in front
of more than 300 people. “She
can’t do half of what she says
she’s going to do.”

In her closing, Ogg reminded
voters of the litany of problems
that have erupted across the
county’s criminal justice system. .

“We have a justice system that
should rely upon evidence, but
instead is being run by prosecu-
tors who are led, apparently, by a
win-at-all costs philosophy,” Ogg
said. “I have a vision for a justice
system that treats us all the same
under the law, that tries to help
people, not just convict them.”

The two women sparred over
the treatment of a mentally ill
rape victim who was jailed for
several weeks last year by pros-
ecutors under Anderson. They
also talked at length about the
emerging scandal over the unau-
thorized destruction of evidence
at the Precinct 4 Constable’s Of-
fice.

The plight of the rape victim
made national headlines when

Debate continues on A4

Lawmaker plans
to leave the House

from a car accident in

Dukes, under
2013.

investigation,
cites health

By Mike Ward

AUSTIN — Long-
time state Rep. Dawn-
na Dukes, who faces a
criminal investigation
of alleged misuse of state
funds, announced Mon-
day she plans to step
down Jan. 10.

The 11-term Demo-
crat, who has repre-
sented northeast Tra-
vis County in the Texas
House since 1995, at-
tributed her decision to
health issues stemming

“This has been a very
difficult decision to
make,” Dukes said in a
statement, first reported
by the Quorum Report
newsletter.

“In light of my ongo-
ing health issues and
concerns, I find that I
can no longer provide
the active, effective lead-
ership that is needed to
continue my sworn du-
ties. I must take the time
to focus all of my energy
to heal and continue to
provide for my young
daughter and extended
family.”

Dukes continues on A4

4 children injured in Humble shooting

David Taylor / HCN
Paramedics wheel an injured young man to an ambulance at the scene of a shooting
Monday in Humble. Four children — ages 6, 11, 15 and 16 — were hospitalized.
Their injuries were not expected to be life-threatening. Story on Page A4.
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Metro
officer
out after
incident

Video shows he
beat man for not
leaving rail site

By Dug Begley

A Metro police officer
who violently beat a man
earlier this month after he
wouldn’t leave a light rail
station resigned Monday
morning.

Officer Jairus Warren,
who joined Metro in No-
vember, tendered his res-
ignation after an internal
investigation determined
he should be fired for use of
excessive force. Theincident
was captured on Metro’s
surveillance cameras used
atall train platforms.

“You will see excessive
force being used on the
video,” said Vera Bumpers,
chief of the Metropolitan
Transit Authority Police.

Metro has turned its in-
ternal investigation over to
the Harris County District
Attorney’s Office, Bumpers
said. Any criminal charges
will be up toit, she said.

Warren and another offi-
cer, D. Reynoso, approached
Darrell Giles around
7:30 a.m. Sept. 14. It was
not the officers’ first contact
with Giles, Bumpers said.

“They had dealt with him
a couple of times earlier that
morning,” shesaid. “He was
combative and was not co-
operative on any occasions.”

The video, which contains
noaudio, shows Warren tell-
ing Giles to get on his feet
during a brief exchange. The
two exchange words, and
Warren possibly kicked at
Giles, who sprang quickly to
his feet, based on the video.

Warren already was
clutching a collapsible ba-
ton as he spoke to Giles, and
when Giles stood, Warren
began striking him with the
baton, inflicting at least 10
strikes.

“There is no reason why
any officer allowed their
emotions to get that far,”
Bumpers said.

Reynoso, after a few sec-
onds, intercedes and stops
Warren after Giles fell to the
concrete of the rail platform.

Bumpers said Reynoso
brought the incident to su-
pervisors’ attention and
he will receive additional
training but not further dis-
cipline because he was not
involved in the use of force.

Organizers of the Black
Lives Matter movement in
Houston pressed Metro to
release the video of the in-
cident and investigate the
matter thoroughly. After
Warren’s resignation and
Bumpers’ statements and
the release of the video, or-
ganizers were satisfied with
Metro’s response, said Kae-
lyn Bibb, a Houston-area
organizer.

“She didn’t seem satis-
fied or pleased about this
situation either,” Bibb said
of Bumpers.

Bibb said the focus of the
group will shift to seeking
criminal charges.

The incident also will
serveasareminder for other
officers, Bumpers said, but
not lead to changes in cur-
rent training practices.

“This incident is not a
reflection of the men and
women who work for Metro
Police,” she said.

dug.begley@chron.com
twitter.com/DugBegley

Debate focused on notification of lost evidence

Debate from page A3

it was revealed that she
was put in general popula-
tion in the Harris County
Jail last year after break-
ing down on the witness
stand. She immediately
was found walking into
traffic in an apparent ef-
fort to kill herself. She was
put in a mental ward after
the court delayed the trial
over the Christmas holi-
days. When the formerly
homeless woman, named
Jenny, was released from
the hospital, she was not
allowed to stay with family
in Houston. Instead, pros-
ecutors who were trying to
convict a serial rapist had
the woman jailed until she
testified. While in jail, she
had another breakdown
and was given a black eye.

Spurred new training

During Monday’s de-
bate, Anderson stood by
her prosecutors.

“We regret very much
what that victim went
through because she did
have the courage to come
forward and testify against
her rapist,” she said. “If
there is any silver lining to
any of this, and there is just
one, it’s that this monster,
this serial rapist, received
two life sentences thanks
to her courageous testi-
mony.”

She said the outrage
over the incident has
spurred new training, a
focus on the marshaling
of resources for women in

“Revictimizing a victim never justifies the end,” said
Democratic challenger Kim Ogg at Monday’s debate,
referring to the jailing of a mentally ill rape victim.

crisis and may lead to new
legislation for victims to
have attorneys appointed
in similar situations.

Ogg, whose mother was
kidnapped then escaped
a serial rapist in 1962, said
last year’s incident should
have never happened.

“Revictimizing a victim
never justifies the end,” she
said. “There were so many
other options that could
have been taken.”

The debate, moderated
by KPRC anchor Kham-
brel Marshall, then moved
to the other big issue of
the day: whether Ander-
son’s office should have
notified defense attorneys
with pending cases that
evidence in the property
room of the Precinct 4
Constable’s Office had been
destroyed without permis-
sion.

Ogg took the incumbent

to task for finding out in
February that evidence
had been destroyed and
staying mum. It was finally
revealed by a defense attor-
ney in August.

“She waited seven
months to tell people, who
had already pled guilty to
crimes where evidence had
been destroyed, that they
were now entitled to a new
trial,” Ogg said. “You can’t
cause the problem, then
take credit for fixing it.”

Anderson said the lists
of cases that were affected
constantly changed, so
there was no way to tell
which cases were in jeop-
ardy.

“We didn’t know who to
notify, whose cases to dis-
miss,” she said. “We did it
when we were ready and
when we were sure.”

Anderson also made
news Monday night by

Gary Fountain photos

Republican incumbent Devon Anderson stood by her
prosecutors in the case, saying they all “regret very
much what that victim went through.”

saying she plans to ask
the county commission-
ers to consider a central
property room for all of the
eight constables’ offices, a
new proposal that seems
to have come out of the de-
bacle.

Competitors again

This is the second elec-
tion in which the two have
gone head-to-head since
2014.

Anderson, 50, was a
prosecutor for a dozen
years, then a felony court
judge for four years and a
defense attorney for five
years before being ap-
pointed to fill the seat after
her husband died in 2013.

Ogg, 56, also began her
legal career as a prosecu-
tor, then became the city’s
first gang task force coor-
dinator, then spent seven
years running Crime Stop-

pers of Houston. Since
leaving that post, she has
had a long career as a de-
fense attorney.

Anderson closed the
hour-long debate by say-
ing Ogg was forced out
of Crime Stoppers by the
board of directors after
revealing the identities of
three juvenile rape victims,
which Ogg denied.

Anderson reminded her
critics that Ogg had run in
the past as a Republican
and voted in the GOP pri-
mary in 2008.

“She has no integrity,”
Anderson said. “She will
say or do anything to get
this job.”

But there were laughs
from the crowd when An-
derson said her office was
“transparent and respon-
sive.”

brian.rogers@chron.com

Four children hurt in shooting

By Mike Glenn

Detectives in Humble
are investigating a shooting
that sent four children to the
hospital.

The shooting happened
shortly after 6 p.m. Monday
in the 2100 block of Grand
Linden Court.

The wounded children’s
ages were 6, 11, 15 and 16, of-

ficials said.

They were taken by am-
bulance to the Texas Medi-
cal Center for treatment.

Their injuries were not
expected to be life-threaten-
ing, Harris County Sheriff’s
officials said.

The shooting may have
been the result of a fight be-
tween more than a dozen
teenagers, authorities said

late Monday.

Harris County sheriff’s
deputies at the scene didn’t
know ifthe shooting was the
result of gang activity.

Deputies said the two
younger children were “in-
nocent bystanders.”

Sheriff’s deputies took
nine people into custody to
question them about what
happened at the scene.

The gun used in the
shooting had not been found
later Monday.

The children all live in
the neighborhood. Sheriff’s
officials said there have been
past shootingsin the general
area but not at the location
where the children were
wounded.

Deputies are trying to
locate shell casings so they
can determine what weapon
was used in the shooting.

Thedarkness and a Mon-

day rainstorm that pounded
the neighborhood made the
task of gathering evidence
difficult, officials said.

The search is expected to
resume at firstlight, officials
said.

The identities of the
wounded children have not
been released.

David Taylor contributed to
this report.

mike.glenn@chron.com
twitter.com/mrglenn

Attorney questions deals with three witnesses

Attorney from page A3

across the aisle. “I'm ready to

hear,” the judge said.

“Excellent,” said Schaffer.

Woman lived on same street

It had been a long road to reach
this point. The case dates to April
17, 1990, when a woman named
Kim Wildman was killed in Mis-

souri City.

That evening police officers ar-
rived at Wildman’s home to find a
bloody pillow on the walkway and
the front door ajar, court records
show. Wildman was alive, but had
suffered multiple stab wounds.
She told officers a man she didn’t

know had attacked her. She later

died.

McGregor and Wildman lived

on the same street. He was not

initially the prime suspect in the
case. But DNA evidence ultimate-
ly connected McGregor to the vic-
tim. He was arrested May 2, 2006.
Soon after, DNA evidence also
connected him to the slaying of
a woman in Harris County, Nina

Barnum.

Beth Shipley, whose married
name is now Beth Exley, was the
prosecutor at the time on the Har-
ris County case. She teamed up
with the Fort Bend County pros-
ecutor to try the Wildman case.

Jon Shapley / Houston Chronicle
Attorney Randy Schaffer makes his final arguments during a
hearing Monday in the 434th District Court in Richmond.

Schaffer said in a telephone in-
terview last week the DNA link
was “weak, circumstantial evi-
dence.” As Schaffer explained it,
the prosecutors bolstered their
case with the three witnesses
who received benefits arranged

by Shipley in exchange for their
testimony: a woman in prison
who claimed McGregor confessed
to her husband, and two men in
Houston’s jail who said he’d ref-
erenced the killings in a threat to
them.

‘A lot to think about’

In court, Schaffer detailed how
each of the three offered what he
called flawed testimony. But Mc-
Connell, of the Fort Bend District
Attorney’s Office, said that if re-
wards were given, it did not mean
promises were made.

Schaffer returned to the podi-
um with his rebuttal.

He warned the judge if he
signed off on McConnell’s inter-
pretation of what happened, he
would give prosecutors “carte

blanche” to keep making the same

kind of deal with witnesses. The
judge said he would need time to
make his decision. “You’ve given
me a lot to think about,” Shoe-
make said.

emily.foxhall@chron.com

Dukes allegedly used state funds for nonprofit group

Dukes from page A3

Dukes’ surprise decision
came Monday as the Texas
Rangers and the Travis
County District Attorney’s
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Office are investigating
allegations that she im-
properly used state funds
and resources, including
having staff do personal
errands for her and work
on a nonprofit event she co-
founded.

Dukes has denied any
wrongdoing.

Within hours of her an-
nouncement, former Aus-
tin Mayor Pro Tem Sheryl

NoRTHWODODS
UroLocy

Cole said
she was “se-
riously con-
sidering”
running
to replace
Dukes.
“This
morning I
have received an incred-
ible outpouring of support
and encouragement from
community leaders and my

Dukes
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.

family,” she said.

At the same time, Ga-
briel Nila, Dukes’ opponent
in the November general
election, called for Dukes to
stepdown immediately and
not wait until Jan. 10.

If she waits until Janu-
ary, Gov. Greg Abbott
would have to call a special
election to replace her.

“If Rep. Dukes intends
to resign in January due

copo et FREE il

CALL FOR APPT. 281-948-1988

to health reasons, there is
no good reason for her to
resign 100 days from now,
after a general election and
needlessly disadvantage
her successor and cause an
expensive special election,”
Nila said in a statement.
“The constituents of this
district deserve to have new
representation immediate-
ly, not months after the new
biennial session begins.”
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Jury duty scam
has fooled many

Jury from page A1

evolved, and callers are
sounding more official as
they goad scared residents
into forking over their
hard-earned dollars.

Fake deputies

In the current version of
the racket — which start-
ed popping up about five
months ago — a scammer
calls, posing as a sheriff’s
deputy or representative
of Daniel’s office. They’ll
spout dire warnings about
an impending arrest that
can be avoided only if the
victim immediately buys a
reloadable money card and
reads off the number to file
with the supposed case.

“To appear legit, they’ll
have you mail the card
as proof of payment,” he
said. Typically they’ll use
a downtown address that
sounds like it could be the
clerk’s office — but itisn’t.

In some cases, they’ll
instruct victims to put
BLOODMON33Y on the
envelope as a bizarre fake
confirmation code. In oth-
ers, they’ll brazenly imper-
sonate actual Harris Coun-
ty deputies on the phone.

“I got a call from some-
one saying he was Sgt.
Pugh, saying I had two
warrants out for my arrest
for failing to appear for a
June 20 jury duty and that
I had to go purchase these
cards in order not to be
arrested and that he was
going to set a court date
so I could go dispute this,”
Tonn said.

The fake deputy — who
bears the same last name
as real sheriff’s office em-
ployees — ordered her to
stay on the phone while
she drove to the store to get
a REloadit card.

“He said I had to give
him the numbers on the
back of the cards so he
could attach them to the
citation number,” she said.

So Tonn followed the
man’s instructions and

ended up forking over
more than $1,000. She
didn’t realize she’d been
scammed until two days
later.

“That Monday morn-
ing I was talking to a co-
worker and pieces started
adding up, and I started to
question myself,” she said.

She was right to wonder
— because that’s not really
what happens if you miss
jury duty.

“You will receive a fail-
ure to appear notice in the
mail from us,” Daniel said.
“We never, ever, ever, ever
make a phone call. Period.”

Even so, at least seven
recent victims have paid
somewhere between
$2,000 and $7,000 to so-
phisticated scammers.

Lawyer: ‘I felt foolish’

Keith Woods, a Hous-
ton civil attorney, realized
something was amiss af-
ter he talked to a colleague
about a fishy call he’'d got-
ten in early August from
the same fake deputy who
contacted Tonn.

Woods wasn’t home
when the scammer rang,
but the man left a message
and Woods diligently re-
turned the call.

“The first time I called
back, the message I got was
that I'd reached the Harris
County Sheriff’s Office,” he
said.

“Now I know that was
justaburner phone.”

Woods paid $1,000, and
the thief doled out a fake
court date and told him
to appear at 1001 Preston,
Suite 100 — the home of the
Harris County Tax Office.

“I felt foolish,” he said.

Earlier this year, a mas-
sive ring of guards and in-
mates at a Georgia prison
was charged with running
a jury duty phone scam
that targeted some victims
in Harris County. And ac-
cording to Harris County
Sheriff’s Office investiga-
tor Joshua Nowitz, Georgia
prisoners may be behind

your future!

H53El?ﬂ]’

Retire in comfort and style

Choose a one bedroom apartment home at Eagle’s Trace
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Civil attorney Keith Woods was among those fooled
by the jury duty phone scam. He paid $1,000 and was
given a fake court date and the tax office’s address.

the current scam.

“After we did the federal
indictments in Georgia,
the FBI pulled out, but the
scam is still continuing,
and it’s being operated by
the same groups of peo-
ple in the same prisons,”
Nowitz said.

When new inmates
from other cities get
booked in, scammers will
team up with them to iden-
tify wealthy ZIP codes to
hit in their area, but it’s
unclear exactly what data-
base or information source
scammers are using to
identify their marks.

After a few weeks or
months focused on one
spot, they’ll shift focus and
target another city.

Since not everyone re-
ports it — or even realizes
they’ve been hit — it’s not
clear how many people
have fallen victim.

‘Not unique to Houston’

Usually these crimi-
nals target the elderly,
but Nowitz said younger
people have been in the
crosshairs of the jury duty
scheme.

“It makes me angry that
we can’t stop it,” he said.
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campus amenities. It’s a smart decision for your finances and
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38-page brochure or to schedule a
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The jury duty scam is
one version of previous
scams. In some schemes,
it’s the IRS calling, and in
othersit’s the county clerk.

“There’s been variations
over the years — this scam
is certainly not unique to
Houston,” said FBI Special
Agent Shauna Dunlap.

One version that is
popping up elsewhere
but hasn’t yet hit Harris
County is an almost identi-
cal federal jury duty scam.
That con surfaced in Ten-
nessee, Alabama and Colo-
rado, but wherever it is, it’s
utterly fake.

“Whether they’re say-
ing you missed your local
jury duty or federal jury
service, each and every
case is a fraud designed to
trick you out of your hard-
earned money,” Dunlap
said. “We can’t stress this
enough, but no law en-
forcement official will ever
call you by phone and de-
mand money. Don’t ever
provide payment or per-
sonal info over the phone
to an unsolicited caller.
When in doubt, check it
out.”

Keri.Blakinger@chron.com

The Gilman

Snyder: 'Burbs
not designed with
walkers in mind

Snyder from page A3

are available, with side-
walks and a landscape
that can be traversed
without a machete.

But even these paths
wouldn’t impress experts
on walkable design. The
sidewalks, for example,
are so narrow that chil-
dren would have to walk
single-file to allow for
two-way traffic. As we all
know, thatis not a child’s
natural behavior. It’s easy
to imagine them bunching
up and spilling into the
street.

The route along Gaston
Road, for all its flaws, was
the shortest. And it illus-
trated an underlying issue
in Katy and other subur-
ban communities around
the country: Millions of
American children inhabit
places designed almost ex-
clusively for automobiles.

“Facilities for pedestri-
ans and cyclists are seen as
anice pleasantry to have,
not as an essential part of
an integrated transporta-
tion system,” said Seth
LaJeunesse, the associate
director of the nonprofit
National Center for Safe
Routes to School. “It’s
either not considered at all
orit’s an afterthought.”

The problem isn’t
just sidewalks, or their
absence. The intersections
Iencountered varied in
quality; some had marked
crosswalks and lights tell-
ing pedestrians how many
seconds they had remain-
ing to cross; others had no
such features.

The whole area seemed
to have been created on the
assumption that everyone
would drive everywhere,
always. I encountered just
three or four fellow pedes-
trians — high school-age
kids who cast a wary eye
at the old dude stumbling
along with a phone held in

“Facilities for
pedestrians and cyclists
are seen as a nice
pleasantry to have,

not as an essential

part of an integrated
transportation

system. It’s either not
considered at all or it’s
an afterthought.”

Seth LaJeunesse of the National
Center for Safe Routes to School

front of him (I was shoot-
ing video).

In 2009, the year with
the most recent available
data, just 13 percent of U.S.
kids aged 5 to 14 usually
walked or biked to school,
down from 48 percent in
1969. Among students
who lived within a mile of
campus, the figures were
35 percent in 2009 and 89
percent in 1969, according
to LaJeunesse. Subur-
ban design isn’t the only
reason for this change, but
it’s an important factor, he
said.

I walked to school for
much of my childhood, but
concern about this issueis
not just some flight of Baby
Boomer nostalgia. Walk-
ing or biking to school has
obvious benefits in reduc-
ing obesity and otherwise
keeping kids healthier;
it promotes interactions
with neighbors and helps
reduce carbon emissions
because fewer cars are on
the road. Tanya’s father
told me he’d be delighted
if his children could safely
walk to and from school.

Public school districts
should provide transpor-
tation for children who
need it. But rethinking the
way we build our neigh-
borhoods might be a better
long-term strategy.

mike.snyder@chron.com
twitter.com/chronsnyder
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- 115 - HOUSTON, THE CITY THAT COULD -

Rev. William Lawson, center, with Dorcas
O’Neal and and John L. Gibson in 1965.

A -
Houston Chronicle file

HOUSTON LEGENDS

Lawson saw Wheeler Avenue Baptist Church build a new facility
in 1984 as the congregation continued to grow.

[s %
Houston Chronicle file

Houston Chronicle file

Lawson with his family, from back left, Melanie,

Audrey and Cheryl. In front, Eric and Roxanne.

Houston a better place because
Lawson answered God’s call

Minister quietly helped city navigate
an end to segregation, fueling its growth

THEREV.
WILLIAM A,
LAWSON

Founding pastor of
Wheeler Avenue
Baptist Church, now
retired.

» Bachelor’s degree
in sociology at
Tennessee A&l
State University in
Nashville in 1950.
Bachelor’s degree
in divinity and a
master’s in theology
from Central
Baptist Theological
Seminary in Kansas
City.

« Married to Audrey H.
Lawson of St. Louis,
with four children.

» Moved to Houston
to serve as director of
the Baptist Student
Union and professor
of Bible at Texas
Southern University.

- Wheeler Avenue
Baptist Church

was started in the
Lawsons’ home

in June 1962.
Congregation has
grown to more than
5,000 members.

+In 1996, the
William A. Lawson
Institute for Peace
and Prosperity was
founded.

- Lawson is the
author of a book of
meditations called
“Lawson’s Leaves of
Love.”

By Fauzeya Rahman

Even ata young age, it was
clear. William “Bill” Lawson is
one who needs persuading. Take
when a teenage Lawson, dead-set
on becoming a cartoonist, had his
Superman daydreams interrupted
with an image of him standing in
apulpit.

How could he be a preacher,
he wondered. He often stuttered
when he spoke. And sure, he
belonged to a church in his home-
town of St. Louis, but no one in his
family was a man of the cloth.

But after seeing the same thing,
day after day, Lawson was done
fighting.

He finally told God, “All right,
thisisn’t what I wanted to do, but
I'mwilling todoit.”

“Iwish I could say to people
that the Angel Gabriel came into
the room and said tome, ‘Bill,
you're going to be a preacher,””
Lawson said. “That just didn’t
happen.”

Then there was the time in
1960 when his students at Texas
Southern University asked him to
help arrange sit-ins in Houston,
as students in North Carolina had
done.

“Isaid to them, are you serious?
Your parents, grandparents
worked their tails off to get you
into school, and that’s the last
thing you ought to want to be
involved in,” he recalled. “You
don’t want to get a chance to be
arrested, and have a jail record.
What you want to dois to finish
college, which is what they

dreamed of for you.”

They did it anyway, and as
anticipated, got arrested. Lawson
and his wife then raised money to
bail the TSU students out of jail,
marking their own beginnings in
the nascent movement.

Since then, Lawson has been
witness to some of Houston’s
defining moments, often playing a
starringrole.

He was influential in the city’s
path to desegregation, founded the
Third Ward institution known as
Wheeler Avenue Baptist Church
and has been a voice for groups in
need of an advocate in this city for
the past 60 years. He’s marched,
given speeches and arranged
meetings, making his mark on this
city’s history.

In his canary yellow living
room bathed in late morning light,
the vibrant 88-year-old sat sur-
rounded by mementos of his past.
Alongside family photos with his
late wife, Audrey, and their four
children, some with icons such as
Martin Luther King Jr. could stop
visitors in their tracks. The former
cartoonist’s artwork enhances
those yellow walls.

Sitting up straight on the couch
in his navy suit and tie, he wove
together stories of his life and
Houston that still ring true today.

Lawson came to the city in 1955
as a Baptist chaplain and profes-
sorat TSU. At the time, TSU was
little more than a collection of
buildings strewn together, the
state’s answer to a lawsuit filed
by ablack man denied admission
tolaw school at the University
of Texas. “It didn’t even have a
library,” he said. “So you can’t
imagine a state university without
alibrary.”

Lawson knew next to noth-
ing about Texas or Houston. But
the sight of those buildings right
across the street from a housing
project told him this might be the
place for him after all.

“When Ilooked at it, and saw
these few black students, young
high school graduates, who now
had a university to attend, and so it
had a great deal of hope for them,”
he said. “It was almost laughable
for other people.”

The Lawsons’ early Hous-
ton years coincided with major
change within town and far
beyond city limits. The day they
moved to Houston happened to
be the same day Emmett Till was
lynched in Mississippi. Months
later, the bus boycott in Alabama
gave legs to an already growing
movement.

Houston itself was on the verge
of becoming a “mega city,” as Law-
son described, in a time of growing
unrest in the nation. That is, if
influential parties could get on the
same page. The city was consid-
ered for everything from Major
League Baseball to being the home
of the nation’s space center.

With growing interest in Hous-
ton’s economic potential, Lawson
and others decided that what was
needed to discuss ending segrega-
tion in the city. Otherwise, Hous-
ton risked developing the same
“ugly stain” as Birmingham.

But could it be done without the
firehouses and police dogs?

The only way this could happen
would be to do things quietly, asa
group of white business owners,
black leaders and other influential
parties hammered out in talks
at the Rice Hotel downtown. A
hotel where Lawson had to enter

through the back door, and ride
up afreight elevator. A media
blackout helped the mega city in
the making follow a quieter path
todesegregation.

“The issue was not moral, it
wasn’t ethical,” Lawson said.
“Theissue was not whether or
not it was right to segregate. The
issue was, what is going to be the
economic potential of Houston at
this time, in its history, if it doesn’t
do something like this?”

At the same time, Wheeler
Avenue Baptist Church was
coming into being. While the
church celebrated its 54th
anniversary this year, in its early
days Lawson wasn’t so sure it
would last.

“By now you’ve learned, that
I'tend to resist whenever these
opportunities come,” he acknowl-
edged. When 13 people standing
in the living room of the Baptist
Students Center wanted to starta
church, Lawson thought for sure it
wouldn’t sustain the current state
of civil unrest. “This is 1962, when
all this other stuffis happening.”

But not only did the civil rights
movement provide the historical
context for the church, it gave this
A-frame building in the Third
Ward a social conscience from
the start. When Martin Luther
King, Jr. came to Houston, it was
from behind the wooden pulpit at
‘Wheeler where he spoke.

Lawson’s wife, Audrey, shaped
the church from the beginning.
Not only would the church have
tofocus on socialissues, it had to
be more than a standard church.
The social worker told Lawson the
church can’t be in a growing black
neighborhood, with “students
who don’t have enough money to
go to school,” with families facing
struggles, and the church be
limited to only Sunday services.

One example: the Wheeler
Avenue Boy Scout troop, which
celebrated its 50th anniversary
in 2015. She was “very much con-
cerned about what was happening
toyoung black males,” Lawson
said, and wanted to build some-
thing out of the church.

While Lawson still thinks there
are many groups without a voice
today, he is confident Houstonians
are still capable to come together
to solve this city’s most pressing
issues.

He sees Houstonians as defined
not just as Democrats or Repub-
licans, or by their ethnicity, but
rather just as human beings.
Human beings who all have an

» To buy the interest in “seeing the best for

115 series ourselves, and our families.”
book, go to “Idon’t expect to be here much
Houston longer, but I do expect we’ll be
History able to leave some kind of legacy,
Book.com because we've done some talking

with people,” he said.
“And some of that they’ve
heard.”

For the Chronicle
Rev. Bill Lawson at Wheeler Avenue Baptist Church in 2012. Lawson says he will leave a legacy
because he was able to talk in a way that was persuasive.

SJauzeya.rabman@chron.com
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Texas Children’s Renal-Metabolic
Clinic founders Dr.William
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FROM THE COVER

Shooter’s car had ammo, submachine gun
o) TFWnme

Shooter from page A1

what caused DeSai, de-
scribed as a lawyer strug-
gling to keep his small law
practice alive, to do what
he did.

“At this point, we are
very open-minded in terms
of motive,” Montalvo said,
adding that the depart-
ment was working with
the FBI to find answers.

Handgun used in attack
Police said DeSai used a
.45-caliber handgun dur-
ing the assault and they
later found 2,600 rounds of
ammunition and a Thomp-
son submachine gun in
his car, a black convert-
ible Porsche parked near
where he was killed.

DeSai lived in a condo-
minium complex near the
scene of the shooting at
Weslayan and Law streets.

A search of his home
turned wup additional
weapons and several piec-
es of military regalia and
other items going back to
the Civil War. The .45-cali-
ber handgun was bought
in 2011. The Thompson
submachine gun was pur-
chased in 2009.

Officials would not say
specifically what type of
uniform he was wearing.
Photographs of his body
show DeSai apparently
wearing military-style
spats strapped over his
boots. He was lying face
up. His dark shirt was over
his face.

Police said Nazi em-
blems were found in his
clothing.

“We did find some old
Nazi emblems about some
of his personal effects, and
I understand there were
some in where he lived,”
said Houston Police Capt.
Dwayne Ready. “To what
extent that played ... I don’t
know, because there was
also other, what I would
refer to as historic or vin-
tage military stuff in the
apartment, going back to
the Civil War.”

Calls about a possible
shooter started coming in
to police about 6:30 a.m.,
about the time Eduardo
Andrade was heading to
an LA Fitness gym in his
Audi As.

“AsIwasdriving by Law
Street, I suddenly heard a
big explosion,” Andrade
said. “I covered myself, ac-
celerated and tried to get
out of there. I did not know
if someone was following
me or trying to shoot me.”

Two bullets struck his
car, with a large piece of
one lodged between his
dashboard and wind-
shield.

“It is so random,” he
said. “If T were going a little
faster or a little slower, the
bullet would have had a
different trajectory.”

Houston, Bellaire and

gl

Michael Ciaglo / Houston Chronicle

Officials investigate the scene where they say a local lawyer, Nathan Desai, shot and injured nine people Monday before he was killed by police.

West University Place po-
lice departments respond-
ed and exchanged gunfire
with DeSai.

“Multiple officers en-
gaged with the suspect,
who was shooting ran-
domly at passersby and
anyone he could put his
sights on,” Ready said.

Officials did not say how
many times DeSai, who
died at the scene, was hit.

At least 75 spent shell
casings were collected
from the scene, and abullet
slug was pulled from the
couch on the second floor
of anearby home.

Houston Police cor-
doned off the area and lat-
er searched DeSai’s condo
and car as well as used a
robot to check his body for
explosives.

Victims sent to hospital

Late Monday; in a state-
ment, Memorial Hermann
Red Duke Trauma Insti-
tute and Memorial Her-
mann Southwest Hospital
said they had received five
patients from the shooting.
Three were discharged,
two remained hospital-
ized, both in good condi-
tion. A sixth victim was in
serious condition at Ben
Taub Hospital.

Among the wounded
was the adult son of local
lawyer R.P. Cornelius. He
was treated and released
and was resting at home
Monday night.

“My son is fine, thank
you,” Cornelius said. “We
are moving forward and do
not wish any interviews.”

Police confirmed that all
those who were shot dur-
ing the spree were adults.

The names of the vic-
tims were not released.

Mayor Sylvester Turner,
who was on a trade mis-
sion to Cuba, said he had
been advised of the situa-
tion by Montalvo and other
officials.

“We wanted to make

sure in view of what’s hap-
pening across the country
and what’s been happen-
ing recently that this was
not some act of terrorism,”
Turner said, “but one cer-
tainly can see when one
has anincident of this kind
it certainly creates terror
on so many levels.”

He said authorities
were interviewing DeSai’s
friends, family and associ-
ates.

The night before he died,
DeSai went by his parents’
Houston home. He was in
a hurry and took his din-
ner to go, recalled his fa-
ther Prakash, a retired ge-
ologist. He said his son had
been upset for months over
troubles at his work, chief-
ly trying to attract clients.

“We are not getting any
business,” he recalled his
son saying. “Who wouldn’t
be worried?”

DeSai parted ways last
year with his law partner,
Kenneth McDaniel.

“I'mreading stuffonline
talking about how he was
possibly a fired employee
that was disgruntled,” said
McDaniel, a civil attorney.
“That’s the farthest thing
from the truth.

“Our partnership dis-
solved in February of this
year — it was simply a
matter of economics. We
couldn’t afford to operate
as a partnership anymore.”

McDaniel said he had
worked with DeSai for
about 12 years.

‘Nothing odd about him’

He declined to discuss
DeSai’s personal life, say-
ing he didn’t know him
outside the office.

DeSai held a bachelor’s
in psychology from the
University of Houston
and a law degree from the
University of Tulsa, from
where he graduated in
1998, according to the Tex-
as State Bar Association.

DeSai was in good

standing, and there was
no history of disciplin-
ary trouble or complaints
pending against him.

He specialized in crimi-
nal, business and family
law, according to the bar
association.

His former law office,
off the Katy Freeway, was
empty Monday aside from
afew trash cans.

Lettering on the glass
door read, “McDaniel and
DeSai LLP.”

Friendswood lawyer
Troy Ted Tindal met De-
Sai briefly in the summer
of 2015 when he took over
a federal employment case
from him.

DeSai had contacted
him to see if he was in-
terested and said he had
filed the federal lawsuit,
but wanted to pass it off to
someone who knew about
governmental immunity.

Tindal said he spoke
with him on the phone a
few times and met with
him when he handed over
the files for the case.

“He was just exactly like
anybody else,” Tindal said.
“There was nothing odd
about him, nothing aggres-
sive, nothing that would
give you the idea that he
had any sort of inclina-
tion for a mass shooting
incident. He seemed like a

Mark Mulligan / Houston Chronicle
Police investigate the suspect’s car in Monday
morning’s shooting along Law Street at Weslayan.

completely normal guy in
the summer of 2015.”

Cliff Saunders, a KTRH
Radio reporter who lived
near DeSai said he avoided
him.

“I knew enough to stay
away,” he said of the man
who seemed to have anger
issues and would regularly
barrel through the condo-
minium parking lot.

But far more troubling
was a phone call he got
from his wife this summer
about him.

“My wife called me and
said, ‘Don’t go home; there
is a guy walking around
with an AR-15,” ” he said.

He asked her who it was
and she said, “the guy with
the black Porsche.”

DeSai was apparently
angry at some roofers or
construction workers who
had awakened him. It is
unclear if police respond-
ed.

Houston Police said of-
ficers had never previously
encountered DeSai.

Harrowing ordeal

At the scene of the shoot-
ing Monday, Alan Wakim,
who lived near DeSai, was
wiping dots of blood from
his face as he embraced his
wife, Jennifer Molleda, in
the parking lot of a strip
shopping mall.

They stood by his Mus-
tang. Two bullets had come
through the windshield.
One landed near the driv-
er’s headrest.

Molleda said she had
seen DeSai before, but said
that he kept to himself.

“He’s very secluded,
we’ve seen him take out the
trash a few times,” Molleda
said. “You normally say hi
to neighbors, but when
neighbors don’t say hi
back, you tend to mind
your own business.”

Still, Molleda said she
would have never expect-
ed him to go on a shooting

spree.
“He’s an attorney for
God’s sake, driving a

Porsche,” Molleda said.
“He’s a prominent individ-
ual; you don’t expect this
from someone like that.”

Carolyn Allen, 76, was
driving on Law when a
bullet came through the
windshield of her Lincoln
Navigator.

Though cut on her
stomach, legs and face, the
retired schoolteacher kept
driving until she thought
she was safe, she said, re-
calling, “I'm not sitting
here like a sitting duck.”

As DeSai’s father
learned on the news early
Monday that there was a
shooting near Law, he was
immediately concerned for
his son’s safety, but had no
idea he would turn out to
be the predator.

He had immediately
called his cellphone and
left a message: “There is a
shooting in your area. Tam
worried.”

Lindsay Ellis, Brian Rogers
and Gabrielle Banks contrib-
uted to this report.

dane.schiller@chron.com
twitter.com/daneschiller
st.john.smith@chron.com
twitter.com/stjbs
shelby.webb@chron.com
twitter.com/shelbywebb

Neighbors hide i in terror after spottmg gunman outside

Neighbors from page A1

Unbeknownst to Williams at
the time, a man dressed in some
type of military uniform, later
identified as Nathan DeSai, a
Houston lawyer who lived near-
by, was for some reason firing
randomly at passing vehicles.
In the next 50 or so minutes, he
would wound nine people before
being shot and killed by police.

For now, Williams was trying
to stop people from getting hurt.
The shots were getting closer. He
could hear bullets whizzing past
his head.

“At that point, we got back be-
hind the telephone pole and the
fence there,” Williams said.

‘Mom there’s gunshots’

Williams lives near Law
street, a popular cut-through for
commuters trying to turn onto
Weslayan Street and avoid the
congested intersection at Bis-
sonnet.

Dan Hassen and his two sons
were doing just that. The boys
were late for an early-morning
cross-country run. Williams
turned them around.

At 6:49 a.m., Leslie Hassen,
the boys’ mother who was at
home a block away from the
shooting scene, got a text from
one of her sons.

“Mom there’s gunshots,” it
said. Then another: “Police he-

licopters.” And another: “Watch
the news.” Then “OK we made it
to the gas station.” And “But we
know someone got shot.” And, fi-
nally: “There’s tons of police cars
and an ambulance.”

This, to say the least, was not
normal in a leafy, upscale neigh-
borhood better known for its
charming bungalows and tree-

lined streets than for violence or
crime of any kind.

Leslie Hassen loaded her gun.
She crouched at the top of her
stairs, horrified by the messages.

“It’s not something you should
ever get from your son,” she said,
her voice wavering.

As the sun rose and the morn-
ing wore on, neighbors and curi-

Mark Mulligan / Houston Chronicle
Police investigate the scene of a shooting along Wesleyan at Law Street that left multiple people
injured and the alleged shooter dead Monday morning.

ous onlookers gathered behind
police tape that blocked off an
entire block of Law Street.

Some held their hands over
their mouths, shocked that such
violence could occur on their
doorsteps. Others, like Hassen,
walked their dogs and stopped to
chat and hug acquaintances.

It was a much calmer scene

than the one that awoke Edu-
ardo Garza hours earlier. He and
his brother live one floor below
the alleged shooter in the Oaks at
West University Condominiums.
The sound of gunshots woke
them both. Garza looked through
his window blinds. He froze.

“I saw a person in dark cloth-
ing between the sidewalk and the
street holding a gun. He popped
off a couple rounds,” Garza said.

‘It’s America right now’

Instinct took over. The two
men hid in the back of the house.
They avoided windows, fearing
the gunman would target them
through the glass. They called 911
once. They called again minutes
later. And again.

Garza said the five minutes
it took for authorities to arrive
were the longest of his life.

Hassen, who knew three peo-
ple injured in the shootings, said
it was like a scene from a movie.

“You hear it all the time, and
it’s just right here,” Hassen said,
shaking her head. “It’s America
right now; it’s disappointing.”

She already knew what she
would do when her kids got
home from school.

“We’re probably going to get
on our knees and thank God, just
thank Him for keeping ...”

She didn’t finish the sentence.

Shelby Webb@chron.com
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Historic peace deal between government,
rebels signals end to conflict in Colombia

Ceremony is start
of reconciliation
for weary nation

By Joshua Goodman
and Andrea Rodriguez
ASSOCIATED PRESS

CARTAGENA, Colom-
bia — More than 220,000
deaths, 8 million home-
less and countless human
rights violations: These
are the tragic toll of South
America’s oldest armed
conflict, which begins to
wind down with the sign-
ing Monday of a historic
agreement between Co-
lombia’s government and
the country’s largest rebel
movement to end a half-
century of hostilities.

Underlining the signifi-
cance of the deal, Presi-
dent Juan Manuel Santos
and the top commander of
the Revolutionary Armed
Forces of Colombia, or
FARC, a rebel fighter
known by the alias Timo-
chenko, were to sign the
accord in the colonial city
of Cartagena.

Fifteen Latin American
presidents as well as U.N.
Secretary-General Ban
Ki-moon and Secretary of
State John Kerry were on
hand.

Symbols of peace

In a ceremony charged
with symbolism befitting
a historic moment that
generations of Colombians
thought they would never
see, the more than 2,500
guests were asked to wear
white as a sign of peace
and Santos was to sign the
297-page accord with a pen
made from a recycled shell
used in combat.

Guillermo Legaria / Getty Images

A man flashes the peace sign as he gathers with others at Bogota’s Bolivar
main square on Monday to celebrate the historic peace agreement between the
Colombian government and the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia.

Earlier Monday, Santos
and the foreign dignitaries
attended a Mass celebrated
by Cardinal Pietro Parolin,
the Vatican’s secretary of
state, at a baroque church
named for St. Peter Claver,
a17th-century Jesuit priest
revered as the “slave of
slaves” for his role aid-
ing thousands of African
slaves brought to the New
World as chattel.

Across the country Co-
lombians marked the oc-
casion with a host of activi-
ties, from peace concerts
by top-name artists to a
street party in the capital,
Bogota, where the signing
ceremony was to be broad-
cast live on a giant screen.

It was also celebrated
by hundreds of guerrillas
gathered in a remote re-
gion of southern Colombia
where their leaders signed
the accord last week.
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The signing won’t close
the deal, however. Colom-
bians will be given the final
say on endorsing or reject-
ing the accord in an Oct. 2
referendum.

Opinion polls point to
an almost-certain victory
for the “yes” vote, but some
analysts warn that a clos-
er-than-expected finish or
low voter turnout could
bode poorly for the tough
task the country faces in
implementing the ambi-
tious accord.

War crimes an issue
Among the biggest chal-
lenges will be judging the
war crimes of guerrillas as
well as state actors. Under
terms of the accord, rebels
who lay down their weap-
ons and confess their abus-
es will be spared jail time
and be allowed to provide
reparations to their victims
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by carrying out develop-
ment work in areas hard
hit by the conflict.

That has angered some
victims and conservative
opponents of Santos, a few
hundred of whom took to
the streets Monday to pro-
test what they consider the
government’s excessive
leniency toward guerrilla
leaders responsible for
scores of atrocities.

To shouts of “Santos is a
coward!” former President
Alvaro Uribe, the architect
of the decade-long, U.S.-
backed military offensive
that forced the FARC to the
negotiating table, said the
peace deal puts Colombia
on the path to becoming a
leftist dictatorship in the
mold of Cuba or Venezuela
— two countries that along
with Norway played a vital
role sponsoring the four-
year-long talks.

"I'll be W’%

old familiar places..."

Mall suspect
confesses to
shooting five

By Martha Bellisle
ASSOCIATED PRESS

The man accused of kill-
ing five people at a Macy’s
store ina Washington state
shopping mall before lead-
ing authorities on a nearly
24-hour manhunt was
charged Monday with five
counts of first-degree mur-
der.

Arcan Cetin, 20, made a
brief appearance in Skagit
County District Court, and
his bail was set at $2 mil-
lion.

Court documents re-
leased before the hearing
said Cetin confessed to the
slayings after his arrest,
telling detectives who in-
terviewed him that “he did
bring the rifle into Macy’s
and shot all 5 victims.”

Cetin was arrested Sat-
urday, a day after a gun-
man opened fire in the de-
partment store’s cosmetics
department Friday night,
killing a man, a teenage girl
and three women.

His stepfather said af-
ter Monday’s court ap-
pearance that Cetin had
unspecified mental health
problems.

“The only thing that we
want to say at this time is
that we both are totally
devastated by what hap-
pened,” said David Mar-
shall, who attended the
hearing with Cetin’s moth-
er.

Cetin’s lawyer, Keith
Tyne, did not speak with
reporters.

Cetin was described by
one neighbor as so “creepy,

rude and obnoxious” that
she kept a Taser by her
front door. He also had a
string of run-ins with the
law in recent years, includ-
ing charges he assaulted
his stepfather.

Cetin immigrated to the
U.S. from Turkey and is a
legal permanent resident,
officials
said.

The Se-
attle Times
reported
that court
records
show Cetin
faced three
charges of
assaulting his stepfather.
The newspaper said Ce-
tin also was arrested on
drunken-driving charges.
It gave no details on when
the arrests took place or
how the cases may have
been resolved.

In the assault case, Cetin
was told by a judge last De-
cember that he was not to
possess a gun, the newspa-
per reported. However, the
stepfather urged the judge
not to impose a no-contact
order, saying his stepson
was “going through a hard
time.”

Police said that they
interviewed the suspect’s
former girlfriend, who
had worked at a different
Macy’s. No other details
were released, including
her name.

Social media accounts
apparently belonging to
Cetin showed he had a
fondness for the military
and video games.
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Cedar Rapids prepares for flooding
Facing their second-largest flood in city history, Cedar Rapids, Iowa, leaders and residents pinned their
hopes Monday on a 10-mile system of quickly erected flood barriers to protect government buildings, homes
and businesses in Iowa’s second-largest city. Residents are waiting anxiously as the quickly rising Cedar
River — it was already past 20 feet on Monday —threatens to inundate the city with devastating floodwaters.

CITY NAME

Colonel
charged
with rape
found dead

DENVER — A high-
ranking Air Force Space
Command officer who
was charged with rape
and other crimes was
found dead in his Colo-
rado home after civilian
police received a report
of a suicide, officials said
Monday.

The body of Col.
Eugene Caughey, 46, was
found Sunday at his off-
base home in Colorado
Springs, city police said.

Caughey was relieved
of his duties in June 2015
after the rape investiga-
tion began, the Air Force
has said. His court-
martial was scheduled for
Oct. 17.

The officers who found
him dead were respond-
ing to a report of a suicide,
Colorado Springs police
Sgt. Tim Stankey said.

ILLINOIS

Chicago teachers
schedule vote to
authorize strike

CHICAGO — Teach-
ers in the nation’s third-
largest school district
announced Monday that

they have overwhelm-
ing support for a strike,
but several steps remain
before a possible walk-
out could take place next
month.

About 95 percent of the
Chicago Teachers Union’s
voting members favored
the strike authoriza-
tion after several days of
high-turnout voting last
week. The support was
widely expected; about
88 percent supported a
strike in a similar vote last
December.

To strike, the union
needs 75 percent sup-
port and must provide
school officials 10 days’
notice. CTU’s governing
board meets Wednesday
to determine next steps.
If board members decide
to give notice, the earli-
est possible first day of a
strike would be Oct. 11.

IRAN

Canadian prof
freed after being
held for months

TEHRAN — A Canadi-
an-Iranian retired profes-
sor was released from
prison on “humanitarian
grounds” and flown out
of Iran on Monday, Iran’s
state-run news agency
said, ending her months
of detention alongside
other dual nationals
swept up by hard-liners
in the security services.

Homa Hoodfar was
flown to Oman, the brief
report from the IRNA
news agency said. Ca-
nadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudeau hailed her
release in a statement,
thanking Italy, Switzer-
land and Oman for their
help in the matter.

Hoodfar, 65, was
questioned and barred
from leaving Iran in
March after traveling to
the country to visit family
after the death of her hus-
band. Her family said she
has been held in Tehran’s
Evin Prison since June.

JAPAN

Jets sent to meet
Chinese planes
flying into strait

Japan scrambled jets
Sunday after a fleet of
Chinese aircraft flew into
a strategically impor-
tant strait near disputed
islands in the East China
Sea.

The People’s Libera-
tion Army Air Force sent
a fleet of 40 aircraft —
comprising H-6K bomb-
ers, Su-30 fighters and
air tankers — on what it
called a “routine” drill
through the Miyako Strait
on route to the West
Pacific for exercises, a
Chinese defense ministry
statement said.

Japan sent out the jets
after eight of the Chinese

To participate, please call 214-869-8200
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Charlie Nlebergall / Associated Press

planes crossed back and
forth over waters between
Okinawa’s main island
and Miyako-jima island
near Taiwan, the Defense
Ministry in Tokyo said in
a statement.

Prime Minister Shinzo
Abe told parliament
Monday that he’s looking
to improve relations with
China, but any unilat-
eral attempts to change
the status quo must not
be tolerated in the East
China Sea, South China
Sea or anywhere else.

Snake on a train?
Passenger gets
slithery surprise

TOKYO — A passen-
ger spotted a snake curled
around the armrest of
another passenger’s seat
on a Japanese Shinkansen
“bullet” train on Monday,
forcing the train to make
an unscheduled stop.

No one was injured in
the incident.

Experts suspected the
snake may have been
brought on to the train
accidentally in someone’s
luggage or with mainte-
nance equipment. The
foot-long snake later was
identified as a rat snake
after police consulted
with a local zoo, accord-
ing to Japanese media.
Railway police removed
the snake.

From wire reports

Trump

steered

cash owed him
to foundation

Approximately
$2.3 million sent
as tax-exempt

By David A. Fahrenthold
WASHINGTON POST

Donald Trump’s chari-
table foundation has re-
ceived  approximately
$2.3 million from compa-
nies that owed money to
Trump or one of his busi-
nesses but were instructed
to pay Trump’s tax-exempt
foundation instead, ac-
cording to people familiar
with the transactions.

In cases where he di-
verted his own income
to his foundation, tax ex-
perts said, Trump still
likely would be required
to pay taxes on the income.
Trump has refused to re-
lease his personal tax re-
turns. His campaign said
he paid income tax on one
of the donations but did
not respond to questions

about the others.
That gift was a $400,000
payment from Com-

edy Central, which owed
Trump an appearance fee
for his 2011 “roast.” Then
there were payments of
about $1.9 million from a
man in New York City who
sells sought-after tickets
and one-of-a-kind experi-
ences to wealthy clients.

That man, Richard Eb-
ers, bought goods and
services — including tick-
ets — from Trump or his
businesses, according to
two people familiar with
the transactions, who re-
quested anonymity. They
said Ebers was instructed
to pay the Donald J. Trump
Foundation instead. Ebers
did not respond to requests
for comment.

The gifts begin to an-
swer one of the mysteries
surrounding the founda-
tion: Why would other
people give to Trump’s
charity when Trump him-
self gave his last recorded
donation in 2008?

The donations from Eb-
ers and Comedy Central,
which account for half the

money given to the Trump
Foundation since 2008,
also provide evidence of
the Trump Foundation’s
ties to Trump’s empire.

Did Trump pay income
tax in the cases where he
directed his own fees to the
Trump Foundation? The
first time the Washington
Post asked, Trump’s cam-
paign denied that any of
the transactions had taken
place.

“He’s never directed fees
to the foundation,” said
Boris Epshteyn, a senior
adviser to Trump on Sat-
urday.

The Post later presented
Epshteyn with the Com-
edy Central and Ebers ex-
amples during the same
interview. Epshteyn ac-
knowledged the Comedy
Central case had occurred
but refused to comment on
the others.

“To my knowledge, Mr.
Trump has followed all
applicable rules and regu-
lations,” Epshteyn wrote
in an email Sunday after
being presented with the
Post’s reporting on the do-
nations from Ebers. “The
rest is pure speculation
and worthless conjecture
on your part.”

Previously, the Post re-
ported the Trump Foun-
dation appears to have
violated laws against “self-
dealing,” which prohibit
nonprofit leaders from us-
ing charity money to help
themselves. In particular,
Trump appeared to use
$258,000 from the charity
to help settle lawsuits in-
volving a golf course and
an oceanside club. Trump
also spent charity money
to buy two portraits of
himself.

“This is so bizarre, this
laundry list of issues,” said
Marc Owens, the longtime
head of the Internal Rev-
enue Service office that
oversees nonprofit organi-
zations who is now in pri-
vate practice. “It’s the first
time I've ever seen this,
and I've been doing this for
25 years in the IRS, and 40
years total.”

Syria says truce remains viable
after week of Aleppo airstrikes

ASSOCIATED PRESS

BEIRUT — Syria’s for-
eign minister said Mon-
day that an internationally
brokered cease-fire is vi-
able, as rescue workers in
Aleppo sifted through the
rubble from the heaviest
airstrikes on rebel-held ar-
eas of the northern city in
five years.

Foreign Minister Walid
al-Moallem, speaking to
Mayadeen TV from New
York, also said the govern-
ment is prepared to take
part in a unity government
incorporating elements
from the opposition, an of-
fer that has been rejected in
the past.

Opposition activists say
more than 200 civilians
have been killed in the past
week under a sustained
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aerial campaign that U.N.
envoy Staffan de Mistura
called one of the worst of
the 5Y4-year war. The U.N.
Security Council convened
an emergency meeting but
failed to take any action
because of rancor between
Russia and the West.

“What Russia is spon-
soring and doing is not
counterterrorism, it’s bar-
barism,” said U.S. Ambas-
sador Samantha Power.
“It’s apocalyptic what
is being done in eastern
Aleppo.”

The Britain-based Syri-
an Observatory for Human
Rights said airstrikes on
Aleppo on Monday killed
12 people, including three
children.

President Bashar
Assad’s media adviser,
Bouthaina Shaaban, said

o

WheelsForW'sl'les.org

DONATE YOUR CAR
Wheels For

* Wheels For Wishes is a DBA of Car Donation Foundation.

the Syrian government
abided by the cease-fire
but the rebels did not in ex-
plaining why the offensive
was resumed.

But Al-Moallem said
ongoing communications
between U.S. Secretary of
State John Kerry and Rus-
sian Foreign Minister Ser-
gey Lavrov meant a truce
agreement brokered two
weeks ago is “not dead.”

Kerry said the Syrian
and Russian governments
“seem intent on taking
Aleppo and destroying it
in the process.”

“While they’re pound-
ing Aleppo, dropping in-
discriminate bombs, kill-
ing women and children,
talk of a unity government
is pretty complicated,”
Kerry said during a visit to
Colombia.
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PRESIDENTIAL DEBATE

DONALD TRUMP

HILLARY LESTER HOLT

- Wt

Primed for TV,
although his
edgy side that
percolated during

the GOP primaries

was often absent.

CLINTON
On the offensive
and appeared

Admitted to being
nervous. “That
thud you heard

at ease with . backstage was the
showing her =~ sound of my knees
policy depth. buckling ..

FACTCHECK

Clinton errors,
Trump hyperbole

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON —
Donald Trump’s habit of
peddling hype and fabri-
cation emerged unabated
in the first presidential de-
bate, while Hillary Clinton
played it cautiously in her
statements, though not
without error. They both
denied making statements
that they are on the record
as saying.

Alook at some of the
claims in the debate and
how they compare with
the facts:

CLINTON: Denying
Trump’s accusation that
she called the Trans-
Pacific Partnership trade
deal the “gold standard” of
trade agreements: “I did

created by and for the
Chinese in order to make
U.S. manufacturing non-
competitive.” He later
claimed he was kidding,
but he’s also repeated the
claim that climate change
isahoax, and one that
benefits China.

EEE

TRUMP: “I've been
under audit for almost 15
years.”

THE FACTS: Donald
Trump has never pro-
vided any evidence to the
public that he is actually
under audit. A letter re-
leased by his tax attorneys
never used the word,
merely describing his tax
returns under continuous
review. “Review” isnota
formal term for any action

would leave students still
bearing the cost of room
and board, which makes
up more than half of the
average $18,943 sticker
price at a four-year public
university, according to
the College Board.
Experts worry about
other effects: Will col-
leges raise tuition once

Al Drago / New York Times
Kyle Boss reacts to a statement made by Donald
Trump during a debate watch party at the Abbey
bar and restaurant in West Hollywood, Calif.

years of recent tax returns.

ANALYSIS

Five takeaways from
Monday’s debate

ASSOCIATED PRESS

TRUMP’S TEMPERAMENT: If Clinton aimed to
get under Trump’s skin in the first 30 minutes of
the debate, the Democratic nominee appeared to
succeed. Clinton often put Trump on the defensive,
' saying he had “rooted for” the collapse of the hous-
ing industry and had considered climate change
to be a hoax. In another exchange, Clinton said, “I
have a feeling that by the end of this evening I'll be
blamed for everything that ever happened.”

CLINTON’S ZINGERS: Often delivered with a
smile, Clinton came prepared with pithy lines that
undercut Trump’s case on the economy. In an
early exchange, Clinton said Trump would push

' for “trickle-down” tax cuts that would only benefit

EnE . the wealthy, calling it, “trumped-up trickle-down.”
TRUMP: Trump said When Trump got in a dig at Clinton’s absence from
that a1970s racial dis- the campaign trail, she said there was nothing

crimination case against
his real estate business
was settled “without any
admission of guilt” and
that the case was brought
against “many real estate
firms.”

wrong with spending time preparing for the debate.
“You know what else | did?” she asked. “| prepared
to be president.”

TRUMP’S TAXES: Clinton savaged Trump, saying
he’s got something to hide by not releasing his tax
returns. She said Trump may not be “asrich as he
says he is” or “maybe he’s not as charitable” as

say I hoped it would be a by the IRS. the government starts THE FACTS: The ' hesays heis. Clinton warned that perhaps Trump
good deal.” Trump hasdeclinedto  paying, increasing thecost  first claim is technically hadn’t paid any federal income tax at all, noting
THEFACTS: Trump  provide the IRS’ formal to taxpayers? Will more correct; the second flatly %e;gsorgw ofc'il'rhu n;p g 'nc%me ;Eaé rettlJ.rns in th,f
iscorrect. Assecretaryof ~ notice of audit to The students flock to public false. ince ft:inoxgrs ‘?’ruam ppg ils c?c? S eed f r:z r'gtcuor;r;et Oaxes
state, she called the deal Associated Press and colleges because of the Trump and his father New Jersey casino regulators.
that was taking shapethe  other news outlets. And subsidy, also raising costs?  fiercely foughta 1973
“gold standard” of trade former IRS officials have mEm discrimination lawsuit CLINTON’S EMAILS: Clinton took responsibility
agreements, in a 2012 trip expressed skepticism that TRUMP: “You don’t brought by the Justice De- for using a private email server and gave Trump
to Australia, and cham- anyone would be audited learn alot from tax re- partment for their alleged nowhere to go. Despite her past statements in
pioned the agreement in so frequently. turns.” refusal to rent apartments , Which she changed her story from previous itera-
other venues around the EEE THEFACTS: Trump  inpredominantly white tions or left wiggle room by not being completely
world. She did not merely CLINTON: Aspartof =~ wasexplaining why he buildings to black tenants. S;Ci';r: tlzn?g?,?ﬂ Oe?(g ﬁ; r? 2 : anro1|edr(]e %j'r%?\ggnsga\ilérﬁ epped
express thehopeitwould  alistof economy-building  won’t release his tax A settlement that ended would re leaseyhi s tax returns if Clinton put out what
turn out well. moves, called for “making  returns. the lawsuit did not require he called her “33,000 deleted” emails, Clinton said,
Clinton flip-flopped college debt free so more Andyes,onecanlearn  the Trumps to explicitly “I made a mistake using a private email” server.
into opposing the trade young people can get their ~ quite abit. Tax returns acknowledge that dis- Trump interjected, “That’s for sure,” prompting Clin-
deal in the Democratic education.” might not answer every crimination had occurred ton to respond, “I take responsibility for that.”
primary when facing THE FACTS: Clinton  questionabout Trump’sfi- — but the government’s . )
Bernie Sanders, whowas  has proposed making nances, but they’'d provide  description of the settle- hn;\}ec ‘I“:(In-tﬁicr:u:c-) ! E:e-rrbu rzg hagriianld Eil_fg; r‘]’g;((je;sc
strongly opposed to it. college tuition free for in- vital information about ment said Trump and but he was fogrced to angwerp f%r his%ole in claimin;
EEN statestudentswhogotoa  hiswealth, taxes paid,tax  hisfather had “failed and Obama was born outside the United States. Clin-
TRUMP: When Clin- public college or universi-  avoidance efforts, exact neglected” to comply with ' ton accused Trump of spreading a “racist lie” that
tonaccused himofcalling  ty. Buttuitionfreedoesnt = amounts of real estate the Fair Housing Act. our “first black president” was not an American
climate change a hoax equate to debt free. holdings and charitable Trump is also wrong citizen, adding, “He has a long record of engaging
invented by the Chinese: Under her plan, the donations that can’t be to say that the suit was 1(?,] ;al;:iltstte?ﬁlz%\gfer's g;%wgefé?iﬁ?gﬁg:g roeézgll_gr;g
“Idid not say that.” government would pay for  gleaned from any other brought against many during the 2008 Democratic presidential primary,
THE FACTS: Yes in-state tuition at public source. For thesereasons,  real estate developers — it saying Clinton treated Obama then with “terrible
he did, in the form of a colleges for studentsfrom  every major party candi- was specific to buildings disrespect.” Later, when Clinton said Trump’s view
2012 tweet: “The concept families earning lessthan  date for the last 40 years rented by him and his of black communities was too grim, Trump sighed,
of global warming was $125,000 a year. That hasreleasedatleastafew  father. rolled his eyes and said, “Ugh.”
RACE THE ECONOMY SECURITY IMMIGRATION

Birtherissue
resurfaces

Creating jobs
vs. slowing

Goals similar
but methods

Little insight
into big issue

amid sparring

By Mike Tolson

Race relations and racial healing oc-
cupied a portion of the debate. Hillary
Clinton called for revision to the crimi-
nal justice system, which she said has
been too harsh on minorities, and for
an examination of implicit bias which
she claims infects everyone.

“Unfortunately, race still determines
too much,” Clinton said. “We have to
restore trust between communities and
police.”

She also assailed Donald Trump for
his years-long pursuit of the so-called
birther issue questioning President
Obama’s birth certificate and citizen-
ship, and for a business history and
campaign tone that has appealed to ra-
cial extremists.

“He started his campaign activity
with a racist lie and he continued to
push it,” Clinton said. “He has a long
history of engaging in racist behavior.
In 1973, he was sued by the Justice De-
partment because he would not rent
apartments ... to African Americans.”

Trump defended his longstanding
insistence that President Obama might
not be an American citizen, which he
recently dropped.

Trump said what African-Ameri-
can and Hispanic communities need
is more law and order because they are
being “decimated” by crime. He prom-
ised to extend the “stop-and-frisk” ap-
proach.

“We have a situation where our in-
ner cities, African-Americans and His-
panics, are living in hell,” Trump said.
“You walk down the street and you get
shot. We have to stop the shootings and
bring back law and order.”

As for the discrimination lawsuit,
Trump said it was settled with no ad-
mission of guilt.

He cited a club he opened in Palm
Beach County as a model of nondis-
crimination.

firms’ exodus

By Lydia Depillis

Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump
have been pummeling each other for
months on the campaign trail over the
economy, and parts of the first presi-
dential debate sounded like a montage
of their stump speeches and policy plat-
forms.

But the slugfest also crystallized their
wide differences.

The fundamental divergence between
Clinton and Trump on this issue — to
which moderator Lester Holt devoted
his first segment, called “achieving pros-
perity” — is where they believe economic
growth will come from.

Trump describes a world in which
companies are fleeing America, sending
manufacturing jobs to Mexico and Chi-
na, on account of badly negotiated trade
deals and countries that are manipulat-
ing their currencies.

When asked by Holt how he would
bring jobs back to America, Trump
mostly talked about how he would stem
the losses.

“First of all, you don’t let the compa-
nies leave,” Trump said, describing how
he would raise tariffs on imported goods
and lower corporate tax rates to push
companies to put their capital to work at
home.

Clinton, on the other hand, sees
“achieving prosperity” more as a mat-
ter of moving into new sectors in which
America can seize anatural advantage as
well as redistributing the gains that have
disproportionately flowed to the super-
rich, through measures such as raising
the minimum wage and encouraging em-
ployee ownership structures.

“I call it trumped-up trickle down,
because that’s exactly what it would be,”
Clinton said of Trump’s plan to cut indi-
vidual and corporate taxes, noting that
cutting taxes at the top would be particu-
larly advantageous to the Trump Orga-
nization itself.

are divergent

By Dylan Baddour

Issues of cyber security, the Islamic
State and funding of the North Atlantic
Treaty Alliance took up most of the na-
tional security conversation at Monday
night’s presidential debate.

Donald Trump said the U.S. should
decrease the share it pays for the NATO
budget, saying “we cannot be the police-
man of the world.”

Clinton argued for maintaining
American investment in the alliance.

“Itis essential that America’s word be
good,” she said.

Both identified cyber security as an
emerging priority, but offered few spe-
cifics on combating the threat posed by
hackers, both independent and state
sponsored.

Clinton raised alarm at a recent series
of high-profile hacks, largely blamed on
the Russian government, which Clinton
said she thought was “probing” to test
the U.S. reaction.

Trump said it might not have been
Russia that orchestrated the hacks, but
agreed with Clinton that “we have to get
very tough on cyber warfare.”

Regarding the Islamic State, or ISIS,
Trump blamed Clinton for “creating” the
group with a poorly executed withdraw-
al of the American occupation from Iraqg.
Clinton said the withdrawal had been
scheduled under the previous adminis-
tration of President George W. Bush and
could not be adjusted.

She called for increased bombard-
ment of the group, cyber attacks to dis-
rupt online propaganda, military aid to
U.S. allies neighboring the ISIS strong-
hold and targeting of ISIS leadership.

Trump declined to offer specifics but
agreed that “we have to knock the hell
out of ISIS and we have to do it fast.”

He criticized Clinton for posting spe-
cific plans on her campaign website, say-
ing it revealed too much to the terrorist

group.

in Round 1

By Lomi Kriel

The two presidential candidates of-
fered surprisingly little insight into their
views on immigration during their first
debate Monday night, even as Republi-
can nominee Donald Trump has built his
campaign around the issue.

The televised debate at Hofstra Uni-
versity in New York comes as new polls
show the two candidates are essentially
tied and as a Texas Lyceum survey this
month found immigration and border
security are the top issues on voters’
minds. Nationally, a Rasmussen Reports
poll last month found 51 percent of vot-
ers think gaining control of the border is
more important than legalizing the sta-
tus of 11 million immigrants here illegally,
down 8 points from six months ago.

Immigration has been a defining fea-
ture of the election, propelling Trump
to the top of a crowded Republican field
as he promised to deport all immigrants
here illegally and build a wall against
Mexico. Clinton has said she would ex-
pand on attempts by President Barack
Obama to give them temporary stays
from deportation and work permits.

The candidates have taken polar op-
posite views on legal immigration, once
an issue holding broad bipartisan sup-
port. On Monday, the two candidates
touched only lightly on the divisive is-
sue during the debate, with Trump say-
ing the crime rate in the nation is out of
control. Immigrants here illegally “have
guns and they shoot people,” he said.
Crime actually has decreased signifi-
cantly since the mid-1990s.

Clinton didn’t respond directly to his
statements.

Trump also blamed Clinton for what
he said have been “defective” trade agree-
ments that have cost American jobs.
Clinton argued that she held jobs, such
as secretary of state, that did not give her
a primary role in crafting trade agree-
ments.
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Candidates couldn’t hide animosity

Candidates from page A1

Wall Street and foreign banks.

Trump’s strongest moments
came early in the evening, when he
seemed to put Clinton on the defen-
sive over her support for free trade
agreements that he argues have
cost Americans jobs.

But on issues of race and gen-
der, Trump was less sure-footed.
When he was pressed about what
he would say to people offended by
his years of questions about wheth-
er Obama was born in the U.S.,
Trump did not respond directly,
instead claiming credit for Obama
releasing his birth certificate.

“I'say nothing because I was able
to get him to produce it,” he said of
the birth certificate.

Clinton also tried to drive a
wedge between Trump and the
president, whose approval ratings
are on the rise. “President Obama
isaman of great dignity, and I could
tell how much it bothered him,” she
said of the controversy.

She also broadened the issue be-
yond birtherism, which she called a
“racist lie,” and accused Trump of
having “along record of engaging in
racist behavior.” She singled out his
family’s real estate company for be-
ing sued by the Justice Department
in 1973 for racial discrimination.

Trump did little to rebut her
charges of racism. He instead said
he had recently watched some of
her debates with Obama in the
2008 Democratic primary and she
had been quite harsh on her then-
rival. “You treated him with terrible
disrespect,” he said. But Trump re-
peatedly demeaned Obama in the
debate, at one point telling Clinton
that he was “your president.”

Pressed on insults to women
Later, Clinton recalled Trump’s
stream of insults to women over the
years, a determined effort by her to
rally female voters to her side.
“This is a man who has called
women pigs, slobs and dogs, and
someone who has said pregnancy
is an inconvenience to employers,
who has said women don’t deserve
equal pay unless they do as good
a job as men,” Clinton said. “And
one of the worst things he said was
about a woman in a beauty con-
test. He loves beauty contests, sup-
porting them and hanging around
them. And he called this woman
Miss Piggy. Then he called her Miss
Housekeeping because she was La-
tina. Donald, she has aname.”
Trump did not have a forceful
rejoinder, saying that most of his
insults had been aimed at the come-
dian Rosie O’Donnell, with whom
he had feuded. “I said very tough

What’s next?

Tuesday, Oct. 4 Sunday, Oct. 9
Vice presidential Presidential
debate Town Hall

Longwood University

Farmville, Va. St. Louis

Wednesday, Oct. 19
Presidential debate
UNLYV, Las Vegas

Washington University

All times: 8 p.m.

things to her, and I think everybody
would agree that she deservesit,and
nobody feels sorry for her,” he said.

But Trump said mysteriously
that he had “something extremely
rough” to say about “Hillary and
her family,” then added, “I can’t do
it, I can’t do it.” He told CNN after-
ward that he was proud of “holding
back” on Bill Clinton and his extra-
marital affairs because Chelsea
Clinton was in the audience.

On crime, Trump targeted Clin-
ton for not taking a sufficiently hard
line, chastising her for refusing to
say “law and order,” and sketched
a dystopian view of minority com-
munities. Blacks and Hispanics, he
said, “are living in hell because it’s
so dangerous.”

He attacked Clinton from the
right on policing, suggesting that she
supported “stop-and-frisk” policies
but was not saying so for unstated
political reasons. But in an attempt
to damage her with black voters,
he also invoked her use of the word
“superpredator” in 1990s to describe
youthful criminals. “I think it was a
terrible thing to say,” he said.

Trump seemed most confident
when he accused Clinton of lacking
arecord of success or results despite
being in public life for 30 years. He

tried to pin blame on her for decades
of U.S. policy, including the decision
by Bill Clinton, to sign the North
American Free Trade Agreement
into law, as well as her past support
for the Trans-Pacific Partnership.

“NAFTA is the worst trade deal
maybe ever signed anywhere,”
Trump said, invoking a pact that is
deeply unpopular in several swing
states, and added that the TPP “will
be almost as bad.” After Clinton
said she had opposed the Trans-Pa-
cific trade deal, Trump interjected
and, raising his voice, talked over
her. “You called it the gold stan-
dard,” he said, nearly shouting.

Clinton, in a measured tone and
with a tight smile, responded with
a harsh rejoinder. “Donald, I know
you live in your own reality, but that
isnot the facts,” she said.

Taxes and Iraq

Trump hurled so many accusa-
tions at Clinton — and with such
fervor that he frequently had to sip
water — that she found herself say-
ing at one point, “I have a feeling
that by the end of this evening, 'm
going to be blamed for everything
that’s ever happened.”

Clinton pressed Trump on his
failure to release his tax returns, an

Joe Raedle / Pool via Associated Press
Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump showed cordiality to each other before and after Monday night’s
debate, which was moderated by Lester Holt of NBC News.

issue that polls show is resonating
with voters. She suggested that he
had not made them public because
they would show that “you haven’t
paid any federal income tax for alot
of years.”

Trump did not dispute her as-
sertion, saying instead that the gov-
ernment would waste his money.

“It would be squandered, too, be-
lieve me,” he said. Atanother point,
he argued that he was “smart” to
have avoided paying any federal in-
come tax earlier in his career.

Beyond the frequent policy
clashes and vivid personality differ-
ences, the hostility between the two
candidates was unmistakable. Clin-
ton was all icy stares and pointed
rebukes, while avoiding the sort of
prickly reactions that hurt Obama
in his first debate against Mitt Rom-
neyin 2012.

Trump looked more irritable
and impatient as the night went on,
and ultimately lost his cool when
Clinton noted that he had initially

supported the war in Iraq.
“Wrong,” Trump said. “Wrong,
wrong.”

Trump did signal support for
the U.S. invasion of Iraq at first,
but when the moderator, Lester
Holt of NBC News, pointed that
out, Trump lashed out. “That is a
mainstream media nonsense put
out by her,” Trump said of Clinton.
When Holt said “the record shows
otherwise,” Trump went on a long
tangent about various antiwar
comments he had made to allies like
Sean Hannity of Fox News.

Analysis: First time for both to face other party

Analysis from page A1

can shoulder the immense, awe-
some responsibilities of the presi-
dency.”

Trump in turn sought to exploit
Clinton’s central weakness: the
deficit of trust and honesty she has
faced in her struggles to explain her
use of a private email server as sec-
retary of state. Trump — surpris-
ingly playing more defense than
offense — pivoted to the topic even
as he was called on to release his tax
returns.

“I will release my tax returns,
against my lawyer’s wishes, when
she releases the 33,000 emails that
have been deleted,” he said.

Clinton acknowledge the blun-
der of using a private email server
while secretary of state, which has
become of a centerpiece of GOP po-
litical attacks for the past year.

“It was a mistake, and I take full
responsibility for that,” she said.

For Trump, the debate stage at
Hofstra University in New York
also provided a chance to cast off
his past excesses — such as his
“birther” attacks on President
Barack Obama and his suggestion
that climate changeisahoax — and
reach his threshold goal of look-
ing and sounding thoughtful and
presidential.

Clinton, for her part, seemed at
ease showing her greater policy
depth — in contrast to Trump’s
showmanship flair — and tying
Trump to the inflammatory rheto-
ric of his boisterous primary cam-
paign.

“Just join the debate by saying
more crazy things,” Clinton said
after Trump accused her of inef-
fectiveness on foreign policy and
“fighting ISIS your entire adult
life.”

The two also sparred over
Trump’s past suggestion of a cli-
mate change hoax perpetrated by
the Chinese, which he denied em-
phatically, despite a tweet to the
contrary.

Clinton, often on the offensive,
accused Trump of a record of “rac-
ist behavior” as well as a history of

demeaning remarks toward wom-
en and making bellicose statements
about war and foreign policy, ques-
tioning both his judgment and tem-
perament.

“I have much better judgment
than she has,” Trump responded.
“Talso have a much better tempera-
ment. ... [ have a winning tempera-
ment. I know how to win.”

He pressed Clinton on the slow
economic recovery of the Obama
administration and vowed to re-
duce taxes and create more jobs.
While offering few details, he said,
“It’s going to be a beautiful thing to
watch.”

Starting with advantage?

For many analysts, Trump ar-
rived on the stage with a central
advantage over Clinton: the low
expectations attached to the real
estate mogul owing to his outsider
status in presidential politics.

Clinton, a former first lady, sena-
tor, and secretary of state with years
in public service, came in burdened
with high expectations of winning
on debate points against a celeb-
rity billionaire who has logged long
hours before the cameras, albeit as
areality TV star.

She also came onto the stage rep-
resenting the status quo in what
many see as a “change” election.
“Hillary has experience,” Trump
said, “butit’s bad experience.”

In a pre-debate briefing, Repub-
lican National Committee strate-
gist Sean Spicer praised Clinton’s
reputation as a “talented debater,”
versus Trump who, notwithstand-
ing a dozen GOP primary debates,
“is new to the format.”

While both Trump and Clinton
came to their inaugural face-off sea-
soned by a year of primary debates,
Monday’s contest was the first time
either candidate had debated a rival
from an opposing party.

Pre-debate maneuvering was in-
tense, with the campaigns tussling
over the proper role for NBC mod-
erator Lester Holt in fact-checking
any of the candidates’ anticipated
misstatements.

The buildup also was marked by

Trump’s suggestion on Twitter that
he was considering inviting former
Bill Clinton consort Gennifer Flow-
ers — a threat designed both to un-
nerve his opponent and remind
voters of an unseemly episode from
the Clintons’ past. Flowers did not
appear.

Trump’s campaign also primed
the pump of post-debate spin by
promising supporters that surro-
gates, such as Texas operative Ka-
trina Pierson, would “take on the
mainstream media who will try to
crown Hillary the winner.”

In a fundraising email Thurs-
day, Pierson said the campaign
was planning to “flood” the air-
waves with pro-Trump ads in
battleground states after the de-
bate, seeking to capitalize on what
Trump aides see as a momentum
shiftin their direction.

The Clinton campaign prepared
to host more than 1,200 debate
watch parties in 50 states. It also
launched a minute-and-a-half new
web video called “Lies,” highlight-
ing contradictory Trump state-
ments on a host of issues.

On the debate stage, Clinton
faced the challenge of projecting
personal warmth while at the same
time drawing blood against an op-
ponent who has traded on attitude
over policy, eschews briefing books,
and revels in a political zone that is
all butimpervious to fact-checking,.

Clinton got off the first attack of
the night by contrasting Trump’s
inherited wealth to her own mid-
dle-class upbringing. He referred
to his father’s $14 million loan as “a
very small amount” that he turned
into a business empire worth bil-
lions.

When Trump accused her of
playing politics as usual, Clinton
wasready. “I think Donald just crit-
icized me for preparing for this de-
bate,” he said. “Yes, I did. You know
whatelse I prepared for? I prepared
to be president, and I think that’s a
good thing.”

With base voters largely dug
in on both sides, both Clinton and
Trump sought ways to reach mod-
erate or undecided voters by rein-

forcing each other’s historically
high negative ratings in the polls.

Notably absent from the debate
was the edgy side of Trump that
helped him dispatch Republican
opponents with debate insults like
“Little” Marco Rubio, “low-energy”
Jeb Bush and “Lyin’” Ted Cruz.

Potential game-changer

His performance in Monday’s
encounter with Clinton proved
more disciplined and less free-
wheeling, in keeping with the
broader demographics of a general
election campaign. Facing a record
gender gap with women, Trump
also steered clear of his cam-
paign’s oft-used Clinton moniker,
“Crooked Hillary,” a piece of per-
sonal condescension that experts
said could have opened up an un-
welcome gender dynamic.

One of the central ironies of the
debate — among many — was that
Trump, a man frequently assailed
for overt sexism, found himself
facing the first woman to take the
debate stage as a major party can-
didate.

But if Clinton’s aim was to bait
Trump into going off-script, lash-
ing out at her or saying anything
offensive that might be deemed
over-the-top by independent or
moderate voters, she had limited
success.

For the campaigns, the debate
— with an expected 100 million
viewers — had the potential to be
a game-changer in a contest fea-
turing two major party candidates
locked in stalemate in both national
and most battleground state polls.

According to a Wall Street Jour-
nal poll released Monday, some
34 percent of Americans said the
matchups between Clinton and
Trump would be very important in
picking a candidate to support.

Clinton and Trump are sched-
uled to face off for a second time on
Oct. 9 at Washington University in
St. Louis. The final debate is Oct. 19
in Las Vegas.

kevin.diaz@chron.com
twitter.com/ChronDiaz

POLITICAL
NOTEBOOK

Green Party’s
Stein removed

Green Party presiden-
tial candidate Jill Stein
was escorted by police
off the Hofstra University
campus hours before the
school was to host the
debate between Democrat
Hillary Clinton and Re-
publican Donald Trump.

Stein was “nicely es-
corted” from campus after
authorities found that she
did not have proper media
credentials, a Nassau
County police spokesman
told ABC News.

Stein did not register
enough support in na-
tional polls to participate
in the Monday debate.

2,000 protesters
outside debate

Police on Long Island
say about 2,000 protest-
ers gathered outside the
scene of the first presiden-
tial debate.

Some of the diverse
groups protesting Mon-
day night’s showdown
at Hofstra University
included Hardhats for
Hillary, socialists and
activists calling for a liv-
ing wage. The protesters
were confined to an area
several blocks long.

Nassau County police
say 24 people were arrest-
ed on mostly disorderly
conduct charges. Police
gave no other details on
the arrests.

Pence, celebs
in spin room

Some unconventional
supporters of the presi-
dential candidates were
packing the spin room
where reporters awaited
the first debate of the
general election.

They include a trio of
sports figures: eccentric
boxing promoter Don
King, dressed in a bedaz-
zling denim jacket; former
Indiana basketball coach
Bobby Knight; and bil-
lionaire Dallas Mavericks
owner Mark Cuban.

Also working the room
was Trump’s running
mate Mike Pence, who
was being followed by a
pack of reporters as he
crisscrossed the media
filing center doing inter-
views.

Kaine visits site
of Fla. slayings

Tim Kaine has visited
the Orlando, Fla., me-
morial site of the worst
mass shooting in modern
American history.

Weeping, he said,
“We’ve got work to do.”

The Democratic vice
presidential nominee
made the remarks during
a brief stop at Pulse night-
club, where 49 people
were shot and killed in
June. He was joined by
former congresswoman
Gabby Giffords and her
husband, Mark Kelly. The
couple became gun control
advocates after Giffords
was shot in the head in
2011. Kaine laid white
roses in front of a banner
of rainbow doves. Many
of the Pulse victims were
members of the LGBT
community.

Kaine was to join Gif-
fords and Kelly in Orlando
to watch Hillary Clinton
and Donald Trump in
their first debate.

MTYV to promote
voter registration

MTYV is bringing back
its 1990s-era show “Total
Request Live” for a day,
only this time as “Total
Registration Live.”

It will be part of a
national voter registration
effort on Tuesday, with a
show airing at 5 p.m. CDT
and simulcasting online.
Model Kendall Jenner will
appear, along with direc-
tor Joss Whedon, Camila
Cabello of Fifth Harmony
and singer Ty Dolla $ign.

Organizers say guests
will stress the importance
of voting. They also will
test out technology help-
ing people register via a
text message or through
Facebook.

From wire reports
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EDITORIAL

Her
night

Hillary shines
under the
spotlight.

Before Kennedy and
Nixon faced off in the first
televised presidential
debate, former White
House speechwriter
Emmet John Hughes
wrote an op-ed for the
New York Times that
imagined two futures. In
one, as described in The
Atlantic, television helped
democracy flourish by
bringing policy debates
directly to voters. In the
other future, television
filled politics with a
sloganized portrayal of
governing that promoted
charlatans.

Hughes hoped for the
first but predicted the
latter. Now the Grand
Old Party is being led by
a man who has never in
his 70 years demonstrated
familiarity with policy
or interest in service.

The former reality show
host has made it this far
on his carnival barker’s
ability grab attention, but
his routine floundered
when placed in front of a
quiet crowd, a prepared
opponent and dutiful
moderator.

At Monday’s debate,
Donald Trump’s answers
were hollow where
former Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton was
substantive. She was the
happy warrior where
he was curmudgeonly.
Even his hair seemed flat
in contrast to Clinton’s
energetic coif.

The debate revealed
the real estate scion for
what he is: uniquely
unprepared.

The only thing
worse than Republican
nominee’s performance
would be if he actually
implemented his
platform. Trade tariffs
would kill jobs at the
Port of Houston. The
government would
support a failing coal
industry at the expense
of Texas natural gas.
Trump’s tax plan would
send the national debt to
unprecedented heights.
Everything the aspiring
politician saysis a
promise to make us less
competitive.

None of this matters to
Trump. He was born rich
and he’ll stay rich.

But for anyone who
cares about growing
the U.S. economy and
leaving a better nation for
their children, Clinton
described a path built on
proven policy.

Admittedly, few
of Clinton’s ideas are
unique. On criminal
justice issues, she touted
diversion programs like
those here in Harris
County. On jobs, she
pushed for profit sharing,
paid family leave and
other ways to bring more
money and stability to
workers.

Instead of talking
about those working
families, Trump stroked
his ego. He defended
stiffing small business
owners. He bragged about
putting himself first.

He even hinted that he’s
evaded taxes. Instead of
talking about the future of
our nation, Trump talked
about his new hotel.

Disorganized,
stumbling and sniffling
throughout the debate,
Trump proved that he
clearly isn’t ready for
prime time. It is alarming
that someone like Trump
has made it this far, but
as people knew back in
1960, it certainly was
predictable.

LETTERS
Voter ID

Regarding “Texas asks
high court to restore voter
ID law” (Page As, Satur-
day), it is amazing that an
attorney for the NAACP
found a college student
without a picture ID and
one who does not have
one of the seven accept-
able forms of identifica-
tion. I still have my pic-
ture ID when a student in
a Texas college and surely
all enrolled students pos-
sess such an ID. When I
was admitted to a hospital
recently, I asked if T could
be admitted if I did not
show a picture ID, and the
answer was no.

There is absolutely no
way that 600,000 legal

-2 e

i
&
B

Music venue’s plans are way out of tune

By Beth Lousteau

The Near Northside has a new
neighbor — and, unfortunately, it’s
not a good one.

This historic working-class
neighborhood just north of down-
town has been beset by problems
since White Oak Music Hall opened
for business in April. While the
mayor and City Council have
repeatedly vowed to address them,
residents are still waiting for that to
happen.

A key test will come on Oct.

22 when the first of six already-
scheduled shows is planned for the
outdoor stage. This is important
because the temporary permit for
this temporary stage expires on
Oct. 5. The outdoor stage, known as
The Lawn, has been hosting events
since April, and attracts crowds

of up to 3,200 people. They’ve also
been routinely exceeding the city’s
sound ordinance — and not just for
concerts but even, in one recent ex-
ample, a yoga class, leading to their
third criminal citation.

It wasn’t supposed to be this way.
The city issues temporary permits
for one-time events, such as pa-
rades or festivals, and also in some
cases to allow new businesses to get
off the ground while construction is
being completed. The latter is what
the developers of White Oak Music
Hall received. They did not receive
open-ended permission to operate a
year-round outdoor amphitheater.
Yet, somewhere along the way, they
came to this mistaken conclusion,
even going so far as to book six con-

certs well past the Oct. 5 expiration
date of the temporary permit.

Why? Because receiving approv-
al for a permanent stage — which
has strict requirements for parking,
traffic flow, electrical systems, rest-
rooms and compliance with federal
codes, such as the Americans with
Disabilities Act — is a lot harder
and more expensive. Just ask the
developers. So far, their plans for a
permanent stage have been rejected
six separate times. The plans re-
main insufficient to meet minimum
city standards and are even dis-
criminatory in the case of the ADA
deficiencies.

In large part, that’s because the
idea of a massive outdoor concert
stage is so woefully incompatible
with the area. If at some point,
the city does approve plans for a
permanent outdoor stage, residents
will expect the city to treat concerns
by residents of the Near Northside
the same as they would of those in a
more affluent neighborhood.

But the developers see the
upcoming expiration of their permit
as only a minor setback. In fact,
Will Garwood, the lead developer
of White Oak Music Hall, recently
let slip to the Chronicle his plan
for getting around it. “The stage
will come down and it will come
back up... They have the latitude to
say that it’s safe or not. They can’t
say you can’t take it down and put
it back up. We have every right to
have a concert on the stage.”

At a Sept. 7 City Council meeting,
Mayor Sylvester Turner shot down
this idea in no uncertain terms: “No

one is going to take down a stage
and come back and get a temporary
permit. Let me just debunk that.
That’s not happening.”

Likewise, the city’s Department
of Public Works and Engineering
confirmed it will not renew or issue
anew temporary permit. It said
the outdoor structure currently at
the music complex is not meant for
“long term, repetitive use” and that
“a temporary permit is just that,
temporary.”

This could not be more clear.

Yet the shows go on. The noise
continues. The parking keeps
overwhelming the narrow
residential streets. And tickets keep
selling for concerts scheduled for
after Oct. 5.

Neighbors of the venue are not
anti-development. We are not
anti-music. And we are not against
White Oak Music Hall. But we
do not believe that this project —
or any project — should receive
a pass in the name of economic
development. The burden of the
venue’s noncompliance then gets
placed squarely on the surrounding
neighborhoods.

That’s why the city must keep
its word and allow the venue’s
temporary permit to expire as
scheduled. The city cannot justly
allow this temporary stage, or
any other nonpermanent stage,
to operate beyond Oct. 5. If the
developers won’t do it on their own,
the city must force them to be good
neighbors.

Lousteau is a Houston resident.

Policies that help the real, real America

Here’s what happens every elec-
tion cycle: Pundits demand that
politicians offer the country new
ideas. Then, if and when a candi-
date actually does propose innova-
tive policies, the news media pays
little attention, chasing scandals or,
all too often, fake scandals instead.
Remember the extensive coverage
last month, when Hillary Clinton
laid out an ambitious mental health
agenda? Neither do I.

For that matter, even the demand
for new ideas is highly question-
able, since there are plenty of good
old ideas that haven’t been put into
effect. Most advanced countries
implemented some form of guaran-
teed health coverage decades if not
generations ago. Does this mean
that we should dismiss Obamacare
as no big deal, since it’s just imple-
menting a tired old agenda? The
20 million Americans who gained
health coverage would beg to differ.

Still, there really are some inter-
esting new ideas coming from one
of the campaigns, and they argu-
ably tell us a lot about how Clinton
would govern.

Wait — what about the other
side? Aren’t Republicans also
offering new ideas? Well, I guess
proposing to round up and deport
11 million people counts as a new
idea. And Republicans in Congress
seem to have moved past their
tradition of proposing tax cuts that
deliver most of their benefits to the
wealthy. Now they are, instead,
proposing tax cuts that deliver a// of
their benefits to the 1 percent — OK,
actually just 99.6 percent, but who’s

Paul Krugman says there are
some interesting ideas coming
.4 from one of the campaigns, and
2 it doesn’t involve deportations.

counting?

Back to Clinton: Much of her
policy agenda could be character-
ized as a third Obama term, build-
ing on the center-left policies of the
past eight years. That would hardly
be a trivial matter. For example,
independent estimates suggest that
her proposed enhancements to the
Affordable Care Act would extend
health coverage to around 10 mil-
lion more people, whereas Donald
Trump’s proposed repeal of the
act would cause around 20 million
people to lose coverage.

In addition to defending and ex-
tending President Barack Obama’s
achievements, however, Clinton is
pushing a distinctive agenda cen-
tered around support for working
parents. This isn’t a completely new
idea, but the scale of the Clinton
proposals is off the charts com-
pared with anything that has gone
before.

One piece of that agenda involves
12 weeks of paid family leave to
care for new children, help sick
relatives, or recover from illness
or injury. Trump, who has offered
his own threadbare version of a
maternal leave plan, was pants-on-
fire lying when he claimed that his
opponent has no such plan.

Another, even more striking
piece involves helping families with
young children in several ways,
especially through universal pre-
school and public outlays — subsi-
dies and tax credits — to hold down
the cost of child care (the campaign
sets a target of no more than 10
percent of income.) And everything

we know, both about Clinton’s
long-term interests and her current
choices of advisers, suggests that
family-centered issues are close to
her heart. But why should helping
working parents be such a priority?
It looks to me like an attempt to fo-
cus on the problems of the real, real
America in which most of our fel-
low citizens live. And that America
is one in which working parents are
the norm, in which stay-at-home
mothers are a distinct minority, and
in which the problem of how to take
care of children while making ends
meet is central to many people’s
lives.

The numbers are striking: 64
percent of women with children
younger than 6 are in the paid labor
force, up from 39 percent in 1975.
Most of these working mothers are
surely doing so out of economic
necessity, and we as a society need
to find a way to reconcile this reality
with the need to raise our children
well.

I suppose a free market pur-
ist might question why we need
government policies to help deal
with this new reality. But we are,
after all, talking about the fate of
children, who are to some extent a
common responsibility. Further-
more, child care economics is in
some ways like health economics:
for a variety of reasons, mostly
coming down to the fact that we’re
dealing with people, not things, we
can’t trust unregulated markets to
deliver a decent outcome.

So anyone who complains that
there aren’t big new ideas in this
campaign simply isn’t paying at-
tention. One candidate, at least,
has ideas that would make a big,
positive difference to millions of
American families.

Krugman is a New York Times
columnist.

inhabitants of Texas are
unable to vote because
they do not possess one
of these forms. If they do
not have proper iden-
tification, they cannot
receive food stamps, drive
a car, cash a check, visit
a doctor, be admitted to
a hospital or even attend
some meetings.

The voter ID law
should be embraced by
all Americans regardless
of party affiliation. Why
do Democrats oppose the
law? The right to vote is
precious and should be
protected by requiring a
picture ID of every voter.

Margaret Thomas, Houston

Glass ceiling

Regarding “The glass
ceiling is just cracked,
not shattered” (Page A34,
Sept. 11), looking beyond
the presidential candi-
date’s personalities, the
real women’s issues that
should be addressed are:

On average, women
today make 79 cents for
every dollar made by
their male counterparts
for the exact same jobs.
It’s even worst for work-
ing mothers (73 cents),
African-American women
(63 cents), and Hispanic
women (54 cents). Mul-
tiply those disparities
over a lifetime of work,
and you have dramatic
differences in earning and
retirement benefits.

Men are more likely
to be in a workplace that
offers a pension or 401K,
which supplements their
Social Security earnings.

Women are still more
likely than men to be
out of the workforce to
shoulder the responsibil-
ity of caring for children
and aging parents. When
employed, women are
twice as likely as men to
work part-time, typi-
cally lowering income and
retirement benefits.

Women live longer
than men on average, so
whatever benefits they
qualify for must last
longer.

Brenda Moss, Sugar Land

Astrodome

Regarding “Eighth
Wonder” (Page A17,
Saturday), it is time for
the Astrodome to go. The
entire region is in eco-
nomic distress, between
pension obligations in the
public sector and the oil
downturn affecting both
public and private sectors.
The case for retaining the
Dome wanders from one
idea to the next with an
absence of a real, compel-
ling and needed busi-
ness model. The Eighth
Wonder is a marketing
slogan, not a recognized
statement of architectural
value.

While the editorial’s
local cheerleading is com-
mendable, in this case it
is encouraging misguided
and unnecessary spend-
ing.

James Hamilton, Houston

Golf icon

Regarding “Arnie had
aura like few others”
(Page C1, Monday), any-
one who currently reaps
benefits from the PGA
Tour should show up
at the funeral or memo-
rial service for Arnold
Palmer.

Arnie made golf a tele-
vision sport. Before him,
it was just a curiosity on
the TV for people like me.
His charisma and style
of play drew millions of
followers, including me,
who came to be known as
“Arnie’s Army.”

Mike Ganis, Houston

BIBLE VERSE

For where your
treasure is, there will
your heart be also.

Luke 12:34

Send letters to the editor: Viewpoints c/o Houston Chronicle, P.O. Box 4260, Houston, Texas 77210 or viewpoints@chron.com.
We welcome and encourage letters and emails from readers. Letters must include name, address and telephone numbers for verification purposes only. All letters are subject to editing.
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Discover Dental

DISCOVER A BRIGHTER,

BETTER SMILE!

Don’t settle for a second-rate smile.
Get personable, professional teeth cleaning
and whitening services from

HOUSTON'’S #1 DENTIST: DISCOVER DENTAL!

WE REMOVE: PLAQUE | COFFEE STAINS | TOBACCO STAINS

FAST, FRIENDLY, COMFORTABLE CARE IN THE HEIGHTS.

CALL DISCOVER DENTAL TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION!
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MANUFACTURING

Purolator to shut
its Houston plant,
lay off 74 workers

By Andrea Rumbaugh

A company that makes
filtration products for
polymer and plastic manu-
facturers cited “sustained
market challenges” for
closing its Houston facil-
ity and laying off 74 people,
according to documents
released Monday by the
Texas Workforce Commis-
sion.

Purolator Engineered
Filtration Products is ex-
pected to close its Houston
plant in December, and its

manufacturing operations
will be consolidated with a
facility in Shelby, N.C.

Jeff Frederick, vice pres-
ident of human resources
for parent company Puro-
lator Advanced Filtration
Group, cited increased
competition, customers’
wanting things faster and
for less, and lagging ef-
fects from the downturn in
Houston’s oil and gas sec-
tor among the factors that
contributed to the closing.

“This was a difficult de-

Purolator continues on B6

Texas coal mine a casualty

NRG Energy’s decision to switch
to a cleaner-burning variety
from Wyoming will cost 250 jobs

Nick Simonite / Associated Press file
An NRG Energy power plant is close to Jewett.
Westmoreland Coal Co. says it will close its Jewett
Mine in Texas because NRG prefers Wyoming coal.

By Jordan Blum

The Westmoreland Coal
Co. said it will cut about
250 Texas jobs when it
closes its Jewett Mine af-
ter NRG Energy opted to
switch to cleaner-burning
coal from Wyoming.

The move comes as the
power in Texas and across
the country increasingly
switches to cleaner fuels.
Power generators have
largely turned to gas-fired
power and renewable en-
ergy to replace dirtier and

less economic coal plants,
but in this case, NRG is
switching to low-sulfur
coal with less carbon emis-
sions than Texas lignite,
commonly called brown
coal.

Westmoreland in-
formed the Texas Work-
force Commission in a
letter that it will cut the
roughly 250 jobs in De-
cember and January. The
31-year-old mine for de-
cades supplied NRG’s
Limestone coal plant in

Coal continues on B6

ROCKET INDUSTRY

SpaceX
tries out
Mars
engine

By James F. Peltz
LOS ANGELES TIMES

Elon Musk said SpaceX
successfully tested its
Raptor rocket engine that
might one day be used to
transport people to Mars.

SpaceX “achieved first
firing of the Raptor inter-
planetary transport en-
gine,” Musk said Sunday
night on Twitter. The en-
gine is powered by meth-
ane and liquid oxygen.

The disclosure came
just before Musk’s sched-
uled appearance Tuesday
at the International Astro-
nautical Congress in Gua-
dalajara, Mexico, where
he is expected to discuss
SpaceX’s efforts toward
eventually reaching Mars.

Musk, the leader of elec-
tric car company Tesla,
is also chief executive of
SpaceX, a privately held
company whose full name
is Space Exploration Tech-
nologies Corp.

In June, Musk predicted
the company could launch
people to Mars in less than
adecade and said he would
provide more details at the
conference in Mexico about
SpaceX’s effort to one day
colonize the planet.

Meanwhile, SpaceX
suffered a setback Sept. 1
when one of its Falcon 9
rockets, which was sup-
posed to carry a communi-
cations satellite into orbit,
exploded on the launchpad
in Florida. The company
said last week that early
analysis suggests a “large
breach” took place in the
cryogenic helium system
of the rocket’s second-stage
liquid oxygen tank, but
that it still looking for the
root cause of the explosion.

Pending the outcome of
that probe, the company
said it could resume flights
as early as November.
While the investigation
continues, SpaceX’s rock-
ets, which fly missions
for commercial satellite
customers as well as the
National Aeronautics and
Space Administration, re-
main grounded.

“At this stage of the in-
vestigation, preliminary
review of the data and de-
bris suggests that a large
breach in the cryogenic he-
lium system of the second
stage liquid oxygen tank
took place,” SpaceX said in
the statement.

A team of experts from
SpaceX, NASA, the U.S.
Air Force and the Federal
Aviation Administration
has ruled out any link be-
tween this year’s mishap
and a June 2015 accident
that destroyed a Falcon 9
rocket minutes into flight.

LODGING

Elizabeth Conley photos / Houston Chronicle
The Aloft Houston Downtown hotel will open next month in a 1913 building that originally was
the home of Stowers Furniture. The property will have 168 rooms.

Aloft hotel geared
for millennials

Tech-savvy site to have features for guests, downtown residents

By Nancy Sarnoff

ILLENNI-

ALS,

finicky

and 30-some-

things who
are influencing the way apart-
ments, offices and homes are
being designed, are now get-
ting tailor-made hotels.

Catering to that

graphic powerhouse, the Aloft
Houston Downtown will open
next month in the historic
Stowers building, 820 Fannin

at Walker.

The national hotel brand
from Starwood Hotels & Re-
sorts Worldwide, which has
been acquired by Marriott In-
ternational, aims to attract the
millennial set with amenities
like live music in the lobbies,
laptop work areas, a bar and
billiards table and furniture in-
spired by midcentury modern
designs. There is also a rooftop
swimming pool surrounded by

those
20-

demo-

an expansive deck available for
parties and special events.
Asthesecond Aloftin Hous-
ton, the downtown property is
scheduled to open Oct. 4 in the
1913 former Stowers Furniture
building, a property that sat
empty for years as developers
tried to pitch it as a home to re-

\
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Aloft, which has a roof-top pool and patio, wants business
travelers during the week and leisure visitors on weekends.

tailers and office tenants. The
other Aloftis near the Galleria.

The hotel owner and opera-
tor, Trend Hospitality of Sugar
Land, expects the downtown
property to attract young
business travelers during the
week and leisure visitors on

Aloft continues on B6

WELLS FARGO

Fired for
doing
the right
thing?

By Stacy Cowley
NEW YORK TIMES

Atleast 5,300 Wells Far-
go employees have been
fired for ethics violations
like setting up illicit ac-
counts without customers’
knowledge to meet sales
targets. Now there is an-
other group of aggrieved
Wells Fargo workers: peo-
ple who say they were fired
or demoted for staying
honest and falling short of
sales goals they say were
unrealistic.

That second group of
workers, who claim that
they played by the rules
and were punished for it,
are starting to coalesce
around two lawsuits that
were just filed and that
seek class-action status.
The first was filed in Los
Angeles last week by for-
mer Wells Fargo workers
who say that while their
colleagues created un-
authorized accounts to
meet cross-selling quotas,
they were penalized or ter-
minated for refusing to do
the same.

The bank’s chief execu-
tive, John Stumpf, has of-
ten stated his goal that each
Wells customer should
have at least eight accounts
with the company. That ag-
gressive target has made
the bank’s stock a darling
on Wall Street, the lawsuit
notes.

On Monday, a federal
lawsuit with analogous
claims was filed in the U.S.
District Court for the Cen-
tral District of California,
seeking to create a class of
current and former Wells

employees across the
country who had similar
experiences.

“These are the people
who have been left hold-
ing the bag,” said Jona-
than Delshad, the lawyer
representing the workers
in both suits. “It was a re-
volving door. If you weren’t
willing to engage in these

Wells continues on B6
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Stuart Palley / New York Times
Dennis Russell says the

bank’s culture “comes
down from the top.”
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to use
tracking
system

Qatar Airways will be
the first airline to adopt
the GlobalBeacon plane-
tracking system launched
by Houston-based Flight-
Aware and Virginia-based
Aireon, the companies
said Monday.

FlightAware and
Aireon announced last
week that they will use 66
low-orbit satellites to track
planes in real time around
the globe. The system is
designed to prevent planes
from losing contact with
controllers, which hap-
pened with Malaysia Air-
lines Flight MH370, which
disappeared in 2014.

“I am proud of Qatar
Airways’ leadership posi-
tion in this vital area of
aviation safety and aware-
ness,” Qatar CEO Akbar
Al Baker said in a news
release.

REAL ESTATE

Sales of new
homes in U.S.
fell last month

WASHINGTON —
Sales of new homes
retreated in August, one

month after surging to
the highest level in nearly
nine years. New-home
sales dropped 7.6 percent
last month to a season-
ally adjusted annual rate
of 609,000 units, the
Commerce Department
reported Monday.

SILICON VALLEY

U.S. says firm
discriminated
against Asians

SAN FRANCISCO —
The U.S. Department of
Labor has filed a lawsuit
accusing a fast-growing
Silicon Valley software
company of systematical-
ly discriminating against
Asian job applicants.

Palantir Technologies
was co-founded by tech
financier Peter Thiel, with
backing from an invest-
ment arm of the CIA, and

2.

o
; =S

e S

A
e

Bill Montgomery / Houston Chronicle file
Among the carriers at Bush Intercontinental Airport is Qatar Airways.

was recently valued at
$20 billion. The privately
held company makes
powerful data-analytics
software used by U.S.
military, intelligence and
law enforcement agencies,
along with banks and
insurance companies.

The lawsuit, which
comes as Silicon Valley is
grappling with broader
criticism for a lack of
diversity, claims Palantir
“routinely eliminated”
Asian job candidates.
Palantir denied the allega-
tions Monday.

DISCRIMINATION

Investors want
state to repeal
LGBT law

RALEIGH, N.C. —
About 60 investors
representing $2.1 tril-
lion in managed assets

are joining the NCAA,
entertainers and more
than 200 businesses in
calling for North Carolina
to repeal its law limiting
LGBT protections against
discrimination.

Trillium Asset Manage-
ment CEO Matt Patsky
said Monday that North
Carolina appears headed
for a “state-government-
inflicted recession.”

The investors are seek-
ing a full repeal of the law,
which excludes gender
identity and sexual
orientation from state-
wide anti-discrimination
protections.

TECHNOLOGY

Houston-based
driver-safety
company sold

A Houston-based
business that specializes

Chattanooga-based
Environmental Solutions
Group has acquired Alli-
ance Wireless Technolo-
gies for an undisclosed
amount, the companies
said Monday. Alliance
Wireless develops driver-
monitoring equipment.
Environmental Solutions
is an equipment business
that serves solid waste
and recycling clients.

MIDDLE EAST

Saudi Arabia
cuts salaries for
senior officials

Saudi Arabia’s King
Salman is reducing the
salaries and benefits of
senior officials, and the
Cabinet cut bonuses
for public employees
on Monday, as lower oil
prices continue to pinch
the kingdom’s economy.

The royal decree orders
a 20 percent reduction in
the salaries of ministers.

RETAIL

Grandson
of Walgreen’s
founder dies

Charles Walgreen
111, who expanded his
grandfather’s drugstore
chain into an $18-billion-
a-year company by 1999
when he stepped down as
chairman, died Monday.

I1l.-based Walgreens
Boots Alliance.

ENTERTAINMENT

Chinese firm may
buy Dick Clark
Productions

Dick Clark Produc-
tions, the producer of the
Golden Globe Awards and
other TV programs, is in
talks to be acquired by
an arm of Wang Jianlin’s
Dalian Wanda Group Co.

Dick Clark, part of
Eldridge Industries, is
holding exclusive talks
with Beijing Wanda
Culture Industry Group,
according to a statement
Monday. Dick Clark
Productions was founded
in 1957 by the late TV
personality.

INOTHER NEWS

* The Treasury De-
partment auctioned
$40 billion in three-month
bills at a discount rate of
0.250 percent, down from
0.305 percent last week.
Another $36 billion in six-
month bills was auctioned
at 0.426 percent, down
from 0.500 percent.

« The Federal Reserve
said the average yield for
one-year Treasury bills
edged down to 0.60 per-
cent last week from
0.61 percent.

From staff and wire reports

Despite
pressure,
Pfizer
decides
1t won't
split up

By Linda A. Johnson
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TRENTON, N.J. — Drug
giant Pfizer says it won’t
split into two publicly
traded companies, despite
pressure from investors
frustrated by its lagging
stock price, ending years
of Wall Street speculation
over its strategy and fu-
ture.

The biggest U.S.-based
drugmaker said Monday
it believes it is best posi-
tioned to maximize share-
holder value in its current
form, but it reserves the
right to split in the future if
the situation changes.

For several years, the
maker of Viagra and the
pain treatment Lyrica has
been under growing pres-
sure from analysts and in-
vestors who argued that by
splitting up, the resulting
two companies might grow
faster than one.

Now the drugmaker’s
most likely path forward
involves hunting for more
acquisition targets, accord-
ing to Bernstein analyst Dr.
Tim Anderson, who had
pressed Pfizer repeatedly
tobreak up.

Pfizer has been buying
several companies and
products to help make up
for a wave of sales losses to
cheaper, generic competi-
tion, most notably for the
cholesterol pill Lipitor. It
also attempted and failed
at two mega-acquisitions,
of Britain’s AstraZeneca
in 2014 and this year of Ire-
land’s Allergan.

Both those deals had
been structured as tax in-
versions, meant to allow
Pfizer to move its head-
quarters from New York
— but just on paper — to
a country with lower tax
rates to reduce its U.S. tax
bill. AstraZeneca rebuffed
Pfizer, and the U.S. Trea-
sury Department set up
new rules that effectively
blocked the Allergan ac-
quisition.

Last month, Pfizer said
it would spend $14 billion
to buy cancer drug devel-
oper Medivation, and it is
buying rights to AstraZen-
eca’s portfolio of approved
and experimental anti-
biotic and antifungal pills.

Most research says talc not
a cause of ovarian cancer

By Linda A. Johnson
ASSOCIATED PRESS

TRENTON, N.J. — Two
lawsuits ended in jury
verdicts worth $127 mil-
lion. Two others were
tossed out by a judge who
said there wasn’t reliable
evidence that the talc in
Johnson & Johnson’s iconic
baby powder causes ovar-
ian cancer. So who's right?
And is baby powder safe?

Most research finds no
link or a weak one between
ovarian cancer and using
baby powder for feminine
hygiene, a practice gen-
erations of mothers have
passed on to their daugh-
ters. Most major health
groups have declared talc
harmless. Johnson & John-
son, whose baby powder
dominates the market, says
it’s perfectly safe.

Yet some 2,000 women
have sued, and lawyers
are reviewing thousands
of other potential cases,.
Meanwhile, jury selec-
tion in the next trial began
Monday.

Alook at the issue:

What is talc?

Talc is a mineral that
is mined from deposits
around the world, includ-
ing the U.S. The softest of
minerals, it’s crushed into
a white powder. It’s been
widely used in cosmetics
and other personal care
products to absorb mois-
ture since at least 1894,
when Johnson & John-
son’s Baby Powder was
launched. But it’s mainly
used in a variety of other
products, including paint
and plastics.

Link to ovarian cancer?

Like many questions in
science, there’s no defini-
tive answer.

While ovarian cancer
is often fatal, it’s relatively
rare. It accounts for only
about 22,000 of the 1.7 mil-
lion new cases of cancer ex-
pected to be diagnosed in
the United States this year.

Factors that are known
to increase a women’s risk
of ovarian cancer include
age, obesity, use of estrogen
therapy after menopause,
not having any children,
certain genetic mutations
and personal or family his-
tory of breast or ovarian
cancer.

Kinds of research

Two kinds of research
are possible. Neither of
them, though, can conclu-
sively prove something

Matt Rourke / Associated Press file

Johnson’s Baby Powder is squeezed from its
container. Most major health groups have declared
talc harmless but some 2,000 women have sued,
claiming it causes ovarian cancer.

causes cancer. One looks
back in time, after an ill-
ness has occurred. It com-
pares two groups of peo-
ple, one with the illness,
one without, and asks
about past exposures that
might be factors. But peo-
ple have trouble remem-
bering details years later.

The second approach
follows a large group of
people. It assesses their
health at the start and fol-
lows them for years, re-
cording any illnesses while
tracking possible influ-
ences such as diet and use
of medication, alcohol or
other substances. Scien-
tists generally find these
“prospective” studies most
reliable.

What research shows

The biggest prospective
studies have found no link
between talcum powder
applied to the genitals and
ovarian cancer. But about
two dozen smaller, look-
back studies over three
decades have mostly found
a modest connection — a
20 percent to 40 percent
increased risk among talc
users.

However, that doesn’t
mean talc causes cancer.
Several factors make that
unlikely and there’s no
proof talc, which doesn’t
interact with chemicals or
cells, can travel up the re-
productive tract, enter the
ovaries and then trigger
cancer.
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One large study pub-
lished in June that followed
51,000 sisters of breast
cancer patients found
genital talc users had a re-
duced risk of ovarian can-
cer, 27 percent lower than
in nonusers. An analysis
of two huge, long-running
U.S. studies, the Women’s
Health Initiative and the
Nurses’ Health Study,
showed no increased risk
of ovarian cancer in talc
users.

Lawyers and courts

Like the studies, courts
have produced mixed re-
sults.

In the first trial two
years ago, a South Da-
kota jury found Johnson
& Johnson liable for one
woman’s ovarian cancer
but didn’t award any dam-
ages. This year, state court
juries in St. Louis awarded
plaintiffs $72 million and
$55 million — verdicts the
company is appealing.

But U.S. District Judge
Nelson Johnson in Atlantic
City threw out the first two
of the 400 lawsuits in his
court.

He reviewed the re-
search and testimony from
two doctors who are the
plaintiffs’ key expert wit-
nesses and concluded the
two aren’t reliable, noting
they had previously writ-
ten that there was no proof
talc causes ovarian cancer.
Other courts approved
them as experts, noted the
plaintiffs’ attorney, Ted
Meadows of Montgomery,
Ala.

J&J attorney John Beis-
ner says the health care
giant plans to fight every
lawsuit, rather than settle,
“for the fundamental rea-
son that the science on
which they’re based is to-
tally lacking.”

In the case that began
Monday in St. Louis, law-
yers for Deborah Giannec-
chini of Modesto, Calif,,
says she was diagnosed
with ovarian cancer in 2012
after years of talcum use.
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Mylan
concedes
EpiPen
profit
estimate
was off

By Carolyn Y. Johnson
WASHINGTON POST

Lawmakers were skep-
tical last week when Mylan
chief executive Heather
Bresch said that the com-
pany made only $100 in
profit for a two-pack of
EpiPens. During a House
hearing, Bresch repeatedly
referred to a poster board
showing how little of the
$608 list price trickled
back to the company.

The incredulity was
warranted: The prof-
its Bresch told Congress
about were calculated after
factoring in the 37.5 percent
U.S. taxrate, accordingtoa
filing with the Securities
and Exchange Commis-
sion first reported by the
Wall Street Journal. That
tax rate is more than five
times the overall tax rate
the company actually paid
last year and much higher
thanits actual U.S. tax rate,
which tax specialists have
pegged at close to zero.

Before taxes, the EpiPen
profit is actually $160 for a
two-pack. At the hearing,
Bresch said the company
sold about 4 million two-
packsayear.

“It is intellectually dis-
honest to include tax pro-
visions for U.S. taxes that
aren’t due, and that the
company does not in fact
anticipate ever having to
pay,” said Edward Klein-
bard, a professor of law
and business at the Univer-
sity of Southern Califor-
nia’s Gould School of Law.

Mylan has reduced its
effective tax rate through
an inversion by relocat-
ing its headquarters to the
Netherlands. Mylan de-
fended the way it reported
its profits.
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Disney
said to be
weighing
a bid for
Twitter

By Alex Sherman
and Sarah Frier
BLOOMBERG NEWS

Walt Disney Co. is
working with a financial
adviser to evaluate a possi-
ble bid for Twitter, accord-
ing to people familiar with
the matter.

After receiving interest
in discussing a deal, Twit-
ter has started a process to
evaluate a potential sale.
Salesforce.com also con-
sidering a bid and is work-
ing with Bank of America
on the process, according
to other people, who asked
not to be named because
the matter is private.
Google has also been men-
tioned as a possible suitor.

Representatives  for
Twitter and Disney didn’t
respond to requests for
comment.

Speculation that Twit-
ter will be sold has been
gathering steam in recent
months, including last
week’s news of Salesforce’s
interest, given the social-
media company’s slump-
ing stock and difficulties
inattracting new users and
advertising revenue. Dis-
ney, the owner of ABC and
ESPN, could obtain a new
online outlet for entertain-
ment, sports and news.
Jack Dorsey, chief execu-
tive officer of Twitter, is on
the board of Disney.

“It’s a video distribution
play,” said James Cakmak,
an analyst at Monness
Crespi Hardt & Co. “What
Disney has to think about
is what is its place in a post
cord-cutting world. They
are investing in technology
for distribution — and this
would give them the plat-
form to reach audiences
around the world.”

Disney chairman and
chief executive officer Bob
Iger has a reputation as a
strategic thinker with an
appetite for bold bets, such
as the $7.4 billion acquisi-
tion of animation studio
Pixar in 2006, just months
after he became CEO.

With Disney’s largest
business — cable TV — los-
ing viewers and facing more
competition from online
video services, Iger has in-
vested in technology-related
media businesses, includ-
ing the Hulu video stream-
ing service, digital media
company Vice and Major
League Baseball's BAM-
Tech, which provides the
platform for online video
services such as HBO Now.

Airlines embrace emissions plan
that could cost $24 billion a year

By Joe Ryan
BLOOMBERG NEWS

NEW YORK — The
aviation industry is sup-
porting a United Nations
proposal to limit pollution
from international flights
even though the measure
may eventually cost com-
panies $24 billion annually.

Trade groups represent-
ing United Continental,
Boeing and other industry
leaders are pushing na-
tions to join the agreement,
which would require com-
panies to offset their emis-
sions growth by funding

environmental initiatives.
The accord, being bro-
kered in Montreal during
11 days of talks beginning
Tuesday, would be the first
global climate pact target-
ing a single industry.
Exhaust from interna-
tional flights accounts for
about 2 percent of global
greenhouse gases, yet was
largely omitted from the
Paris accord on climate
change last year because
delegates feared divvy-
ing up responsibility for
global routes could derail
the broader deal. With avia-
tion emissions forecast to

triple by 2050, airlines be-
lieve that regional or global
regulation is inevitable.
If their pollution must be
controlled, airlines would
prefer a single internation-
al standard, saying it would
be far cheaper and easier
than following a patchwork
of local programs.

“We recognize that as
an industry, we have an
impact on climate change,”
said Michael Gill, executive
director of the Air Trans-
port Action Group, which
represents airlines, engine
makers, airports and pilots.
“The industry is willing to

pay its share. We just want
to pay our share in the most
economic way possible.”
To be clear, the 15-year
agreement would not force
airlines to cut their pollu-
tion. Instead, companies
would compensate for any
emissions growth after the
accord begins in 2020 by
buying credits that back
renewable energy develop-
ment, forest preservation
or other environmental en-
deavors. Airlines estimate
the annual industrywide
cost may be as much as $23.9
billion by 2035, or 1.8 per-
cent of projected revenue.

If the deal fails, compa-
nies run the risk of facing
even costlier regulation
if Europe or others push
ahead with regional plans.

Environmentalists also
are pushing for the deal in
Montreal, saying it’s a first
step that can be improved.
Yet they criticize the cur-
rent proposal for relying
on voluntary participation
during the first six years.

“It’s peanuts,” said Bill
Hemmings, of the Brus-
sels-based environmental
group Transport & Envi-
ronment. “It gets them off
the hook.”
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Grant Hindsley / seattlepi.com

An intricate back-piece of feathers stretches out from a tribal member’s torso in Seattle earlier this month during a demonstration in
support of the Standing Rock Sioux fighting construction of an oil pipeline in North Dakota.

N. Dakota says no Indian artifacts found at site

By James MacPherson
ASSOCIATED PRESS

BISMARCK, N.D. — A
North Dakota state inspec-
tion of an oil pipeline site
has found no sign of the
Native American artifacts
or human remains that an
American Indian Tribe
says are present, the state’s
chief archaeologist said in
adraft memo.

The Standing Rock
Sioux tribe had cited the po-
tential for burial grounds
and other artifacts as a ma-
jor reason to lead protests
that have stymied comple-
tion of the project.

Chief  Archaeologist
Paul Picha said in the
memo first published
Monday by conserva-
tive blogger Rob Port that
seven state archeologists
inspected the 1.3-mile sec-
tion along the route of the
$3.8 billion Dakota Access
pipeline in southern North
Dakota. The memo said
only some animal teeth
and bone fragments were
found during the survey
last week.

Historical Society
spokeswoman Kim Jon-
dahl confirmed the con-
tents of the memo but said
it was “a first draft of an

internal summary.” She
declined to say how the
draft differed from later
versions.

In early September,
Standing Rock Sioux of-
ficials said crews bull-
dozed several sites of
“significant cultural and
historic value” on private
land, which Dallas-based
pipeline builder Energy
Transfer Partners denies.
It led to a clash between
protesters and private se-
curity guards hired by the
pipeline company. Law
enforcement officials said
four security guards and
two guard dogs received

medical treatment, while
a tribal spokesman coun-
tered that six people were
bitten by guard dogs and
at least 30 people were
pepper-sprayed.

The Morton County
Sheriff’s Department is
leading the probe of the
Sept. 3 incident at the con-
struction site near the
Standing Rock Indian Res-
ervation.

In an incident on Sun-
day, Morton County Sher-
iff Kyle Kirchmeier says
about 200 people con-
fronted about 30 security
guards at a construction
site. The sheriff says all but

three security guards left
the construction site. The
sheriff says law enforce-
ment officers witnessed
one of the security guards
being carried by protesters
for about 100 yards. The
guard was treated for mi-
nor injuries by paramed-
ics. No arrests were made.

Picha did not return
calls Monday about the
memo.

The state Historical
Society and the Morton
County Sheriff’s Depart-
ment declined to release
the memo, saying it was
part of an ongoing investi-
gation by law enforcement.

Chinese company
faces charges over
N. Korea sanctions

ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — The
Justice Department on
Monday unsealed criminal
charges against a China-
based company and four of
its executives for conspir-
ing to evade U.S. economic
sanctions that target North
Korea’s nuclear weapons
and ballistic missiles pro-
grams.

Also Monday, the Trea-
sury Department blacklist-
ed the same firm, Dandong
Hongxiang  Industrial
Development Co., and the
individuals. The depart-
ment alleged in a statement
that Hongxiang has pro-
vided financial services to
a North Korean firm that is
already sanctioned, Korea
Kwangson Banking Corp.

International concern
over Pyongyang’s nuclear
and missile programs is
deepening following its
fifth and largest atomic test
explosion this month, its
second this year.

That’s fueling worries
that North Korea is mov-
ing closer to its goal of a
nuclear-armed missile

that could one day strike
the U.S. mainland.

Last week, Chinese au-
thorities said they were
investigating Hongxiang,
based in Dandong, a north-
eastern city on the North
Korean border.

Police and China’s for-
eign ministry said the
company was suspected of
unspecified “serious eco-
nomic crimes.” That was
an unusually explicit an-
nouncement for Beijing,
whose dealings with the
North are shrouded in se-
crecy, in a sign of growing
frustration with its tradi-
tional ally.

China signed on in
March to the stiffest U.N.
sanctions yet that limit
trade with the North. It
has tightened controls
on cross-border flows
of goods, but that hasn’t
allayed suspicions that
North Korea can still
conduct illicit business
through China.

U.N. Security Council
resolutions prohibit nucle-
ar weapons development
by the North and all ballis-
tic missile activity.
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DETROIT — Highway
gas mileage estimates for
about one-third of all new
vehicles sold in the U.S.
will fall by one mile per
gallon because the govern-
ment has changed the way
it calculates the numbers
on the window sticker.

The change, which be-
gins with the 2017 model
year, comes largely because
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Environmental Protection Agency / Associated Press file
Starting with 2017 vehicles, which recently began arriving at dealers, the formula
was based on data from the 2011 to 2016 model years.

Lower mileage estimates ahead
for a third of new vehicles in U.S.

people are loading up cars
with options such as heated
seats that use electricity
and create drag on engines.
They’re also running air
conditioning more, and
they’re driving faster.

At least initially, it could
make it hard for buyers to
compare the mileage of ve-
hicles from one model year
to the next, although the
government says it will up-
date numbers soon so older

carsreflect the change. Con-
sumers also will still be able
to click and see the mileage
under the old calculation.

It’s all a part of the En-
vironmental Protection
Agency’s quest to make the
sticker estimates as close
to real-world numbers as
possible, said Byron Bun-
ker, director of compliance
with the agency’s Office of
Transportation and Air
Quality.

Ruling
favors
credit
card
giant

American Express will
be able to prevent busi-
nesses from pushing cus-
tomers toward competing
credit cards after all.

On Monday, a federal
appeals court ruled that
American Express could
stop merchants that accept
its cards from encouraging
customers to use rival pay-
ment cards that charge the
stores lower transaction
fees. The decision reversed
a lower court’s 2015 ruling
that such restrictions vio-
lated federal antitrust law.

The decision is a ma-
jor victory for American
Express, which wants to
ensure that its customers,
who pay higher-than-av-
erage membership fees, do
not encounter any barriers
touseits cards.

The Justice Department,
which could appeal the
ruling, had no immediate
comment.
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ENERGY FUTURES BLOOMBERG COMMODITY ENERGY PRICES ETFS - $1,000 INVESTED IN EACH
PRICE OUTLOOK o ) ) ) ) )
Prices in U.S. dollars per unit for energy commodities for the Cash price in U.S. dollars paid at delivery for various Performance of various index-based
contract closest to delivery: commodities: investment products:
CDate| Open| High| Low| Settle] Chg| unit | 1hemedian price of analysts Last Pvs ENERGY 1,000 |$1,000 |$1,000
Lt Sw Crude| NOV 16| 44.62| 46.20| 44.43| 45.93| 1.45| barel | Surveyed by Bloomberg: Name Price Day Unit return | return | return
Natural gas | OCT 16| 2.949| 3.018| 2.943| 2.997| 0.042 |MMBtu 2016 2017 | 2018 | Unleaded Gasoline - NY 1.46 | 1.44 | gallon | ricker Name Imo| 6mo| 1lyr
Gasblend | OCT 16| 1.38| 1.42| 1.37| 1.40] 0.03 gal Forecast | Forecast | Forecast North Sea Brent 45.67 | 44.86 barrel | x_E Energy Select Se 977/1,103 (1,111
Heating oil | OCT 16 1.41 1.46 1.40 1.45] 0.04 gal Crude oil 43.00 54.00 60.50 W. Texas-Int. - Cushing 45.93 44.33 barrel XES SPDR Oil & Gas E 957 |1,012 935
Ethanol NOV 16| 1.48/ 1.49| 1.48| 1.48 0.00 gal Natural gas ~ 2.43 3.05 3.00 Nat Gas - Henry Hub 3.05 3.03 MMBtu Uso | us oil Fund 9531,037| 709
METALS
BLOOMBERG/CHRONICLE ENERGY INDEX $1,000 |$1,000 51,000
return | return | return
Top and bottom performers among Houston-based and other major energy companies: Performance of a basket of Houston-based and other Ticker Name Imo| 6mo lyr
major energy companies over the past 12 months: IAU | iShares Gold T 1,01211,096 1,162
DAILY GAINERS DAILY LOSERS SLV iShares Silver T 1,039(1,276 1,278
Last % Last % Aug. 2007=100
Tick |Name Price| Chg Volume | Tick |Name Price| Chg Volume 1o SOFT/LIVESTOCK/GRAIN
ATW  |Atwood Ocn 7.19| 5.0 4,895,234 | CVI CVR Energy Inc | 14.06| —4.4 1,180,400 100 61,000 |$1,000 |$1,000
RIG Transocean 9.52 4.6 14,682,633 | HFC HollyFrontier 23.85| -3.8 4,208,076 return | return | return
CNX Consol Enrg 18.17 4.4 4,171,328 | HDYN |Hyperdynamics 1.16| -2.5 38,986 90 Ticker Name Tmo| 6mo 1yr
NBR Nabors Ind 10.30 3.0 7,397,073 | VLO Valero 54.29| -2.5 4,787,355 JO DJ-UBS Coffee 1,063(1,130(1,138
NE Noble Corp plc 5.58 3.0 8,790,062 | TESO |Tesco Corp 7.53| =-2.3 119,357 80 CORN | Teucrium Corn 1,005| 862 776
EVEP |EV Energy 2.23 2.8 71,941 | MIND |Mitchamind 3.20| -2.1 14,863 CANE | Teucrium Sugar 1,081(1,373 (1,767
DO DiamdOffsh 16.06| 2.8/ 3,108,804 | TSO |Tesoro Corp 81.85| -2.1| 2,334,128 70 CATL* | ETFS Live Cattle 062 | 858| 823
HLX Helix Enrgy 7.40 2.5 1,092,237 | PKD Parker Drlng 2.03| -1.9 303,069 COW | iPath DJ-UBS Liv 938| 809 769
MUR Murphy Oil 26.65 2.2 2,826,854 | LNG Cheniere Enrgy 42.90| -1.9 1,503,388 60
CEE  |Cobalt Intl 1.08| 1.9 2,852,742 | APC |Anadarko 58.54| -1.6| 5,537,558 0O NDJFMAMIJJ AS *Trades on London Stock Exchange

Deutsc

By Marley Jay
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK U.S.
stocks slumped Monday,
and banks took the big-
gest losses. Deutsche Bank
plunged as investors wor-
ried about the financial
health of Germany’s larg-
est bank. Pfizer pulled
drugmakers down after it
announced it won’t break
up into two companies.

Banks were also hurt
by a drop in bond yields,
which means lower inter-
est rates and smaller prof-

companies fellas home im-
provement retailers were
affected by a slowdown in
sales of new homes.

European banks
tumbled after the Ger-
man magazine Focus said
Deutsche Bank won't get
a government bailout if it
asks for one. Its report cit-
ed “government circles” as
its source.

“There’s some stress
in the banking industry
there and questions about
whether  governments
have the will to step in,”
said Steve Chiavarone, as-

for Federated Investors.

Focus’ article also said
the German government
won’t help Deutsche Bank
by intervening with U.S.
officials who want it to pay
$14 billion to end an in-
vestigation into its sale of
mortgage-backed securi-
ties.

Deutsche Bank said it
hasn’t asked for help with
the U.S. and isn’t seeking a
bailout.

A bank spokesman said
Monday that John Cryan,
its chief executive, had “at
no point” asked Chancellor

in the issue with the U.S.
Justice Department.

The spokesman said a
government bailout was
“not on our agenda” and
added, “Deutsche Bank
is determined to meet the
challenges on its own.”

Oil prices bounced high-
er as investors monitor a
meeting of oil producers in
Algeria.

Saudi Arabia’s offer
to cut output opened the
door to a future OPEC
deal, though the kingdom
doesn’t expect an agree-
ment when members of the

he Bank worries pull stocks down

Michael Probst / Associated Press file
U.S. officials want Deutsche Bank, based in

its on loans. Consumer sociated portfoliomanager Angela Merkeltointervene group meet this week. Frankfurt, to pay $14 billion in a securities probe.
S&P 1500 MOVERS MARKET INDEXES
Top and bottom performers based on one-day percentage change in stock price: Daily close of the Nasdaq Composite index and the S&P 500 over the past six months:
DAILY GAINERS DAILY LOSERS NASDAQ S&P 500
Last 1-day | 1-month Last 1-day | 1-month 5,550 2975 2,146.10
Tick | Name Price | %Chg % Chg Volume Tick | Name Price | %Chg % Chg Volume ’ 5,257.49 ’ -0.9%
HHS Harte-Hanks Inc 1.66 7.1 3.1 208,967 uTl Univ Tech Ins 1.56 | -18.3 -33.9 805,756 e X-18
ATW | Atwood Oceanics 7.19 50 | -12.2 4,895,234 | ACOR Acorda Therpt | 22.99 | -15.7 -5.4 2,830,653 | 5,300
RIG Transocean Ltd 9.52 4.6 -5.6 | 14,682,633 | GLF GulfMark Offsh 1.59 | -12.2 -35.4 1,184,583 2]50
DBD Diebold Inc 25.60 4.5 -9.6 2,253,663 BCEI BonanzaCreek En 0.87 | -9.8 -0.1 3,399,048 | o0
BAS Basic En Svcs 0.53 4.5 11.1 2,770,002 BABY Natus Medical 39.71 -9.7 2.6 1,792,570 ’
FUL HB Fuller | 45.36 4.5 -3.6 510,810 | FNBC First NBC Bank 10.00 | -9.2 -27.2 884,771 2,075
CNX Consol Energy 18.17 4.4 0.2 4,171,328 | MNK Mallinckrodt 71.10 | -6.8 -5.1 2,725,581 | 4800
ERA Era Group Inc 7.59 4.0 1.7 63,956 SwcC StillwaterMinng 12.26 -6.6 -4.8 2,025,956
CAR Avis Budget 38.93 3.8 9.2 2,565,804 | AKRX Akorn Inc 27.42 | -6.2 2.1 1,223,064
X US Steel 19.55 3.2 -1.2 | 17,361,261 | ENDP Endointl | 21.99 | -6.0 46| 8,546,747 | 4,550 2,000
A M J J A S J J A S
BLOOMBERG HOUSTON CHRONICLE 150
The Bloomberg Houston 150 includes major companies based in Houston and significant employers in the area. U.S. AND INTERNATIONAL STOCK INDEXES
Last| Chg |%Chg | 52W| 52W| Div Last|  Chg|%Chg| 52W| 5S2W| Div | pyjly close and change in value for selected stock indexes:
Name Ticker Price Day YTD Low High Yid Name Ticker Price Day YTD Low High yYid
ABM Industries ABM | 39.55|-0.17 | 38.9 [26.50| 40.47 | 1.67 | JPMorgan Chase JPM | 65.78| -1.47 | -0.4|52.50| 69.03| 2.92 | U.S.INDEXES
Amer Natl Ins ANAT (119.38|-0.88 | 16.7|91.20122.85| 2.75 | KBRInc KBR| 14.50| 0.10|-14.3|11.61| 19.94| 2.21 .
Anadarko Petro APC | 58.54|-0.96| 20.5|28.16|73.87 | 0.34 | KeyEnergySvcs | KEGX| 0.04| 0.00|-91.1| 0.04| 0.95 .. | Index Last Price Che. %Chg|  VTD
Apache Corp APA | 59.94|-0.08 | 34.8|32.20|62.19| 1.67 | Kinder Morgan KMI| 21.78| -0.16| 46.0|11.20| 32.89| 2.30 | DowJonesind. 18,094.83 | -166.62 -0.9) 3.8
Archrock Inc AROC | 11.86| 0.17| 57.7| 3.41|14.63 | 3.20 | Kirby Corp KEX | 59.04| —-0.51| 12.2|44.63| 73.25 .. | Nasdaq Composite 5,257.49 | -48.26 -0.91 5.0
AT&T Inc T| 41.14|-0.14 | 19.6|31.85|43.89| 4.67 | Kroger KR| 30.08| -0.37|-28.1|30.06| 42.75| 1.60 | S&P 500 2,146.10) -18.59 -0.91 5.0
Atwood Oceanics | ATW | 7.19| 0.34 |-29.7 | 4.82|19.65 - | LGI Homes Inc LGIH | 36.38| -0.19| 49.5|18.74| 40.47 BBG Houston 150 439.35 -2.33 -0.5| 43
Baker Hughes BHI | 49.16|-0.08| 6.5|37.58|58.23| 1.38 | Linn Energy LINEQ | 0.05 0.00|-96.2| 0.05| 3.65 DJ US Total Stk p 22,252.19| -188.12 -0.81 5.5
Banco Bilbao BBVA | 5.96|-0.19|-18.7| 5.14| 9.20| 6.00 | Luby'sInc LUB| 4.15|-0.06| -7.2| 3.71| 5.10 .. | Russell 2000 1,240.94] -13.69 -1l 9.2
Bank of America BAC | 15.09| -0.43 |-10.3 |10.99| 18.09| 1.99 LyondellBasell LYB| 76.49| -0.90|-12.0|69.10| 98.25| 4.44
Benchmark Elec BHE | 24.81| 0.04| 20.0(18.36|25.08 | Macy'sInc M| 36.24| -0.38| 3.6|29.94| 52.48| 4.17 | INTERNATIONAL INDEXES
BHP Billiton BHP | 32.63| 0.09 | 26.7|18.46|38.10| 1.72 | Marathon Oil MRO | 14.41| —0.08| 14.5| 6.52| 20.44| 1.39
BoardwalkPipeln | BWP | 16.80| 0.05| 29.4| 8.86|18.16| 2.38 | McDermott MDR| 4.56| -0.03| 36.1| 2.20| 6.00 .. | Index Last Price Chg. %Chg|  YTD
Boeing BA |130.57|-1.21| —-9.7102.10150.59 | 3.34 | Midcoast Energy | MEP| 8.54| —0.21|-12.1| 3.76| 13.58|16.74 | 1ot 100 6,818.04)  -91.39 -13) 9.2
BP PLC BP | 33.68/-0.28| 7.7|27.01/37.53| 7.13 | MRC Global Inc MRC | 14.52| -0.02| 12.6| 8.50| 15.59 .. | HanegSeng 23,317.92] -368.56 -1.6| 6.4
Bristow Group BRS | 12.65| 0.15|-51.2| 9.17|37.19| 2.21 | Nabors Indst NBR| 10.30| 0.30| 21.0| 4.93| 12.33| 2.33 | MexicolPC 47,252.54| -525.94 -1l 9.9
Buckeye BPL | 70.96|-0.65| 7.6|47.07|75.10| 6.83 | NatOilwellvarco NOV | 33.89| 0.00| 1.2|25.74| 42.62| 0.59 | Nikkei 225 16,544.56| -209.46 -1.3) -13.1
C&J Energy Sves | CJESQ | 0.90| 0.15|-81.2| 0.18| 6.23 - | Natural Res NRP| 27.43| —0.07|116.0| 5.00| 29.90| 6.56 | S&P/Toronto SE 14,619.46| -78.47 -0.5] 12.4
Cabot Oil&Gas COG | 25.12|-0.39 | 42.0 |14.88|26.74| 0.32 | NCIBuilding Sys NCS | 14.52| 0.01| 17.0| 9.07| 17.85
Calpine Corp CPN | 13.67|-0.23| -5.5|11.53 | 16.60 .. | Newfield Expl NFX | 41.09| -0.55| 26.2|20.84| 47.56
Camden Property CPT | 87.29| 0.81| 19.5|64.01|87.53| 3.44 | Newpark Res NR| 6.63|-0.18| 25.6| 3.35| 7.72 WHAT A U.S.DOLLARIS WORTHIN...
CARBO(?eramics CRR | 10.07|-0.20|-41.5|10.05| 25.62 Noble Corp plc NE 5.58| 0.16 |-47.1| 5.09| 14.64| 1.43 Value of the U.S. dollar in selected currencies:
Cardtronics PLC | CATM | 43.78| 0.13| 30.1(28.01|48.46 Noble Energy NBL| 33.62| 0.60| 2.1(23.77|39.85| 1.19
Carrizo Oil&Gas | CRZO | 34.78| 0.58| 17.6|16.10| 43.97 .. | NOowInc DNOW | 19.77| -0.19| 25.0|12.03| 21.73 1Mo 6-Mo ¥
cB&l CBI| 27.15| 0.49|-30.4|26.12 | 46.39| 1.03 | NRG Energy Inc NRG | 11.30| -0.23| -4.0| 8.80| 18.32| 1.06 | Currency Last Ago Ago Ago
CenterPt Energy CNP | 24.26| 0.07 | 32.1|16.05|24.71| 4.25 | Oasis Petroleum OAS| 9.45| 0.30| 28.2| 3.40| 14.15 .. | Australian Dollar 1.31 1.32 1.33 1.43
Cheniere Energy CQP | 28.97|-0.40| 11.1[19.22|31.49| 5.87 | Occidental OXY| 69.32| —-0.28| 2.6|58.22| 78.48| 4.39 | Brazilian Real 3.24 3.27 3.63 4.11
Chevron Corp CVX | 98.78| -0.44| 9.8|75.28[107.58| 4.33 | Oceaneering Int Oll| 25.10| -0.09 |-33.1|24.62| 48.11| 4.30 | British Pound 0.77 0.76 0.70 0.66
Cobalt Intl CIE 1.08| 0.02|-80.0| 0.77| 9.43 .. | Oil States OIS| 27.98| 0.36| 2.7|21.44| 36.73 Canadian Dollar 1.32 1.30 1.32 1.34
Columbia Pipeln CPPL | 16.05| 0.75| —-8.2|11.24|19.49| 4.93 | Par Pacific PARR | 13.01| -0.25|-44.2|12.18| 28.06 Chilean Peso 661.79 668.20 679.09| 705.05
Comcast Corp CMCSA | 65.81|-1.34| 16.6 |52.34| 68.36| 1.67 Parker Drilling PKD| 2.03| -0.04| 11.5| 0.98| 3.64 .. | Chinese Ren (yuan) 6.67 6.67 6.51 6.37
Comfort Sys USA FIX | 29.26|-0.04| 3.0|24.22|35.00| 0.96 | Patterson-UTIEn PTEN| 19.02| 0.22| 26.1|10.94| 22.12| 0.42 | Colombian Peso 2,921.99| 2,890.82| 3,026.55| 3,121.08
Conn's Inc CONN | 10.95|-0.49 [-53.3 | 6.54 | 28.00 .. | Phillips 66 PSX | 79.47| -0.11| -2.8|71.74| 94.12| 3.17 | Euro 0.89 0.89 0.89 0.89
ConocoPhillips COP | 40.02| 0.08 |-14.3|31.05|57.24| 2.50 | Plains All Am PAA| 30.06| 0.19| 30.1|14.82| 34.98| 9.31 | Indian Rupee 66.61 67.06 66.57 66.05
Contango Oil&G MCF| 9.06|-0.11| 41.3| 3.68| 14.14 .. | Plains GP PAGP | 12.54| 0.06| 35.6| 4.62| 19.07| 7.37 | Japanese Yen 100.30 101.84 113.45 119.92
Crestwood Eqy CEQP | 20.67|-0.05| -0.5| 7.90|30.80(11.61 | Powell Indst POWL | 38.29| -0.54| 47.1|23.00| 41.10| 2.72 | Mexican Peso 19.90 18.59 17.43 17.07
Crown Castle CCl| 95.61| 0.43| 10.6|75.710102.82| 3.70 | PROS Holdings PRO| 21.90| -0.16| —-4.9| 9.01| 25.42 ... | Norwegian Krone 8.11 8.27 8.43 8.53
CVR Energy Inc CVI| 14.06| -0.65 |-64.3 |13.01 | 48.37 |14.22 Prosperity Bncs PB| 52.88| -1.33| 10.5(33.57| 57.04| 2.27 | Singapore Dollar 1.36 1.36 1.37 1.43
CVS Health Corp CVS | 89.92|-0.68| —-8.0|86.50106.67 | 1.89 | QuanexBuldngPrd NX| 17.49| -0.06|-16.1|15.33| 21.66| 0.91 | S. African Rand 13.71 14.37 15.48 14.06
Devon Energy DVN | 39.64| 0.10| 23.9|18.07 | 48.68| 0.61 | Quanta Services PWR| 26.45| 0.24| 30.6|16.77| 27.05 S. Korean Won 1,107.91| 1,113.78| 1,165.94| 1,195.04
Diamond Offsh DO | 16.06| 0.43|-23.9|14.18|26.72 .. | Rowan Cos Plc RDC| 13.56| 0.20|-20.0|10.67| 21.83 ... | Taiwan Dollar 31.54 31.68 32.65 33.09
Dow Chemical DOW | 52.13|-0.11| 1.3|39.84|57.10| 3.53 | RoyalDutchShell | RDS/A| 47.47| -0.50| 3.7|35.80| 56.41| 7.92
DR Horton Inc DHI | 29.92|-0.26 | —-6.622.97 | 34.56 | 1.07 | Schlumberger SLB| 75.58| —0.34| 8.4|59.60| 83.97| 2.65
Dril-Quip Inc DRQ | 51.64| 0.28|-12.8|48.88| 68.69 Service Corp SCl| 26.56| 0.11 2.1|20.21| 29.68| 1.96 TREASURIES’INTERESTRATES
DXP Enterprises DXPE | 25.20|-0.03 | 10.5(12.67 | 34.49 Southwestern En | SWN| 13.71| —0.15| 92.8| 5.00| 15.59 ) ) .
Dynegy Inc DYN| 12.87|-0.10| -4.0| 7.20| 24.25 .. | Spectra Energy SE| 41.68| -0.63| 74.1|21.43| 44.00| 3.80 | Yieldsforthe mostrecently issued securities:
Enbridge Energy EEP | 24.65| 0.00 6.8|14.27| 29.99| 9.46 Stage Stores SSI 5.48| —=0.11 |-39.8| 4.44| 11.34|10.95
Energy XXI EXXIQ| 0.04|-0.01|-95.7| 0.02| 2.61 .. | StewartInfo sTC| 45.05| -1.09| 20.7|30.34| 48.60| 2.66 | TREASURIES
Enterprise Prod EPD| 27.12|-0.16| 6.0/19.00|30.11| 5.90 | Sunoco LP SUN| 29.75| —0.41|-24.9|22.86| 40.06|11.10 Yud Yud
EOG Resources EOG | 89.26| -0.49| 26.1|57.15|95.93 | 0.75 SuperiorEn Svcs SPN| 14.73| -0.27| 9.4| 8.25| 19.83 Pvs 1Day Yud Yud Yud Yud
EP Energy Corp EPE| 3.78| 0.01|-13.7| 1.60| 7.99 SWest Airlines LUV | 36.87| -0.37 |-14.4|33.96| 51.34| 1.08 Last Day Net Wk Mo 3-Mo yr
EV En Partner EVEP| 2.23| 0.06|-20.6| 1.60| 7.99 Sysco Corp SYY| 48.88| -0.67| 19.2|38.34| 53.97| 2.54 | Bill/Note Yud Clo Chg Ago Ago Ago Ago
Exterran Corp EXTN | 14.24|-0.24|-11.3|10.83| 19.36 .. | Target Corp TGT| 67.22| -1.55| -7.4|65.50| 84.14| 3.57 | 3-month t-bill 0.19| 0.17 0.02 0.28 0.33 0.37 | -0.02
Exxon Mobil XOM | 83.06|-0.39| 6.6[71.55|95.55| 3.61 | TeamInc TISI| 30.54| =0.27 | —4.4|21.61| 41.36 6 month t-bill | 0.39| 0.39| 0.00 0.49 0.46| 0.37| 0.07
Flotek Indst FTK | 12.96| -0.07 | 13.3| 4.90] 21.15 .. | Tesco Corp TESO| 7.53| -0.18| 4.0| 5.13| 9.77 2-year t note 0.74| 0.76| -0.02 0.78 0.84| 0.63| 0.69
Fluor Corp FLR | 49.14| —-0.04 | 4.1]39.48|55.69| 1.71 | Tetra Tech TTI| 5.52| -0.08|-26.6| 4.62| 9.44 .. | 5-yeart note 1.12| 1.16| —-0.04 1.22 1.24| 1.07| 1.48
FMC Tech FTI| 27.53| 0.08| -5.122.30]35.93 TOTAL SA TOT| 46.10| -0.43| 2.6|39.05| 52.34| 5.96 | 10-yeartnote | 1.58| 1.62| -0.04 1.71 1.63 1.56| 2.16
Forum En Tech FET | 18.28| 0.07| 46.7| 8.47|19.32 Transocean Ltd RIG| 9.52| 0.42|-23.1| 7.67| 17.19 30-yeartbond | 2.321 2.35| -0.03 2.46 2291 2.411 2.96
Francesca's FRAN | 15.26| 0.13|-12.3| 9.75| 19.90 Ultra Petroleum | UPLMQ 4.95| -0.07| 98.0| 0.16| 7.91
FreeportMcMoRan|  FCX | 10.51|-0.12| 55.2| 3.52] 14.20 .. | United Contl UAL| 49.45| -1.50|-13.7|37.41| 61.87 .. | PRIME, FED FUNDS
Gen Electric GE | 29.54|-0.35| —5.2|24.26|33.00| 3.11 | UPSInc UPS |108.84| —0.37 | 13.1|87.30(111.83| 2.87 6-month 1-year
Genesis Energy GEL | 35.49| -0.15| —-3.4(19.55| 44.32| 7.78 Valero Energy VLO | 54.29| -1.38|-23.2|46.88| 73.88| 4.42 Rate change change
Geosp.aceTech GEOS | 18.61| 0.47| 32.3| 7.62| 19.92 Van_guardNat Res VNR 1.01) -0.02|-66.1| 1.01| 9.53 = | Bloomberg Prime Rate 3.50 o 7.69
Goodrich Petro  |GDPMQ | 0.02| 0.00|-93.9| 0.01| 0.90 .. | Verizon VZ| 52.15/ -0.41| 12.8|42.20| 56.95| 4.43 | £y kinds Target 0.50 0 100.00
Group 1 Auto GPI| 61.80| -0.29 |-18.4 |47.31| 89.64 | 1.49 | WA&T Offshore WTI| 1.63| 0.03|-29.4| 1.23| 4.00
GulfMark Offsh GLF| 1.59|-0.22|-66.0| 1.55| 8.92 Walgreen WBA| 80.68| -1.37| -5.3|71.50| 95.74| 1.86
Halcon Res HK| 8.61| 0.42|-79.9| 6.790174.87 - | Wal-Mart WMT| 71.62| -0.73| 16.8|56.30| 75.19| 2.79 | COMMODITY PRICES
Halliburton HAL | 41.38|-0.46| 21.6|27.64| 46.90| 1.74 | Waste Mgmt WM| 63.50| 0.14| 19.0|48.98| 70.50| 2.58
Helix Enrgy Sol HLX 7.40| 0.18]| 40.7| 2.60| 9.07 Weatherford Int WFT 5.51| -0.06 |-34.3| 4.71| 11.49 .. | Closing values for the most active contract of various commodities:
Hess Corp HES | 47.63| 0.72| -1.8(32.41|64.08| 2.10 | WeinRlty WRI| 40.32| 0.13| 16.6(31.89| 43.70| 3.62
Huntsman Corp HUN | 15.25|-0.18| 34.1| 7.46|18.12| 3.28 | Wells Fargo WFC | 44.88| —0.86 |-17.4|44.50| 56.34| 3.39 | METALS
Insperitylncl NSP | 73.38| -0.27 | 52.4|41.77|82.18| 1.36 Western Gas WES | 52.06| 0.46 9.5|25.40| 54.35| 6.38 Contract Last Pvs Day YTD
ION Geophysical 0| 5.95| 0.08|-21.2| 2.55|12.15 Westlake Chem WLK | 49.59| -0.71| —8.7|39.48| 63.56| 1.54 | Name Date Price Close | %Chg | %Chg Unit
Jacobs Eng JEC| 50.71| 0.06| 20.9|34.76| 55.89 WholeFoodsMarktl  WFM | 28.65| 0.13|-14.527.67| 35.58| 1.88 | pgjladium DEC 16 696.15 706.40| -1.5 | 23.7!| usd/oz
JC Penney cP 9.57| -0.21| 43.7| 6.00]| 11.99 Willbros Group WG 1.80| -0.02 |(-33.1| 1.11| 3.43 Copper DEC 16 2.20 2.20| -0.5 1.6 | usd/pd
Gold DEC 16 | 1,344.10| 1,341.70 0.0 | 26.0| usd/oz
BLOOMBERG HOUSTON CHRONICLE 150 MOVERS Platinum JAN17| 1,046.70| 1,060.90| -1.3 | 16.6| usd/oz
DAILY GAINERS DAILY LOSERS Silver DEC 16 19.60 19.81| -1.6 | 39.8| usd/oz
Last | 1-day | 1-month Last | 1-day | 1-month AGRICULTURE
Tick Name Price | %ZChg % Chg Volume Tick Name Price | %Chg % Chg Volume Contract Last Pvs Day YTD
CJESQ | C&J Energy Svcs 0.90 | 19.3 145.2 2,421,467 | EXXIQ Energy XXI 0.04 | —-15.8 12.3 499,354 | Name Date Price Close | %Chg | %Chg Unit
GDPMQ|  Goodrich Petro 0.02 5.7 -42.3 353,954 | GLF GulfMark Offsh 1.59 | -12.2 -35.4 1,184,583 | Live Cattle DEC 16 1.06 1.07| -0.7 | -14.8| usd/pd
HK Halcon Res 8.61 5.1 -25.0 764,295 KEGX Key Energy Svcs 0.04 | -7.5 -38.6 2,322,263 | Coffee DEC 16 1.54 1.51 1.4 13.7 | usd/pd
ATW | Atwood Oceanics 7.19 5.0 -12.2 4,895,234 | cvI CVR Energy Inc 14.06 | —4.4 1.6 1,180,400 | Corn DEC 16 3.29 3.37| -2.2 | -14.1| usd/bu
CPPL Columbia Pipeln 16.05 4.9 18.8 5,371,097 | CONN Conn's Inc 10.95 | -4.3 63.4 1,109,763 | Cotton DEC 16 0.70 0.70 0.0 8.3 | usd/pd
RIG Transocean Ltd 9.52 4.6 -5.6 | 14,682,633 | BBVA Banco Bilbao 5.96 | -3.1 -1.2 1,972,742 | Lumber NOV 16 327.10 327.10 0.0 | 24.9 usd/
0AS Oasis Petroleum 9.45 3.3 -1.5 | 14,041,123 | UAL United Contl 49.45 | -2.9 5.5 4,692,396 1k bd ft
NBR Nabors Indst 10.30 3.0 4.5 7,397,073 BAC Bank of America 15.09 | -2.8 —4.4 | 93,694,495 | Orange Juice NOV 16 2.04 2.03 0.8 41.0| usd/pd
NE Noble Corp plc 5.58 3.0 -3.6 8,790,062 NR Newpark Res 6.63 | -2.6 -11.6 326,536 | Soybean NOV 16 9.45 9.55| -1.0 7.1 | usd/bu
EVEP EV En Partner 2.23 2.8 -7.1 71,941 | vLO Valero Energy 54.29 | -2.5 -1.8 4,787,355 | Wheat DEC 16 3.96 4.051 -2.2 | -22.01 usd/bu




ok

TECHNOLOGY

x-Verizon worker
accused of selling
customer records

By Jeff Martin
ASSOCIATED PRESS

ATLANTA — A former
Verizon Wireless techni-
cianis accused of using the
company’s computers to
obtain customers’ private
call records — plus data
showing where custom-
ers’ phones were — and
then selling them to an
unnamed private investi-
gator, federal prosecutors
said.

Daniel Eugene Traeger,
who worked in Alabama,
sold the confidential infor-
mation for more than four
years, from 2009 to 2014,
authorities said.

The court records
don’t say how many cus-
tomer records were sold,
or how they may have been
used.

Representatives from
Verizon Wireless didn’t
immediately return phone
messages Monday request-
ing comment on how wide-
spread the breach may
have been.

Shortly after the charges
were filed last week, Trae-

ger pleaded guilty to a fel-
ony count of unauthorized
access to a protected com-
puter as part of a plea deal,
court records show. His
lawyer didn’t immediately
return a phone message
Monday.

Traeger logged in to one
Verizon computer system
to gain access to custom-
ers’ call records, authori-
ties said. He used another
company system known
as Real Time Tool to “ping”
cellphones on Verizon’s

Mandel Ngan / AFP / Getty Images
Former Verizon technician Daniel Eugene Traeger
faces up to five years in prison, but prosecutors are
recommending a lesser sentence because he
accepted responsibility.

network to get locations of
the devices, according to
the plea agreement.

He then compiled the
data in spreadsheets,
which he sent to the private
investigator for years, the
court records show.

Though Traeger was
based in the Birmingham
area, the court records do
not indicate whether the
information that was sold
involved Verizon Wireless
customers in Alabama or
elsewhere.

DR. MAC

A shiny new iPhone 7 Plus
makes a good first impression

Ireceived ajet black
iPhone 7 Plus with 256GB
of storage a couple of days
ago and have been testing
it side by side with its
predecessor, an iPhone
6s Plus with 128GB, ever
since. It’s too soon for a
real review, but following
are some quick impres-
sions after 48 hours.

The first thing I noticed
was that the stereo speak-
ers on theiPhone 7 Plus
are much louder and
sound noticeably better
than the speakers on any
otheriPhone. Alert tones
Iwouldn’t have heard on
my iPhone 6s Plus were
loud and clear even with
theiPhonein a pants
pocket. That’s cool and
somewhat unexpected.

Ialsonoticed the new
solid-state Home button/
Touch ID sensor almost
immediately, as it has no
moving parts and simu-
lates clicking via haptic
feedback (vibration). It
feels strange the first few
times I tried it but feels
normal to me now.

Speaking of haptic
feedback, the new iPhone
7and 7 Plus have all-new

Taptic
Engines
that use
vibration
toenhance
your
experi-
ence. So, for
example,
when you set the time or
date in the Clock app, you
feel a distinct click for each
unit of measure, and the
faster you spin the wheel,
the faster the clicks occur.
The sensation is realistic; I
can’t wait to see how third-
party developers deploy it
in their apps.

Apple claims the Retina
HDdisplay on the iPhone7
models s “up to 25 percent
brighter and comes with
the cinema standard wide
color gamut, so you can see
more vibrant true-to-life
colorsright on your dis-
play.” Tlooked at dozens of
photos and videos with the
iPhone7PlusandiPhone
6s Plus side by side and
thought the difference was
significant for most images.

I know: I'm probably
biased, and I knew which
screen was which. That’s
why I asked my mom and

G

BOB
LEVITUS

my wife to compare the
screens, and they con-
firmed what I saw. Both
found theiPhone 7 Plus
screen brighter and more
colorful, and they felt it
preserved more detailin
shadows and highlights.

Ireally love the new
jetblack finish, which is
reminiscent of the high-
gloss black lacquer finish
you'd find on a high-end
piano, the result of a preci-
sion nine-step anodization
and polishing process.

Whileit’s as hard as
other anodized Apple
products, Apple warns,
“its high shine may show
fine micro-abrasions with
use. If youare concerned
about this, we suggest you
use one of the many cases
available to protect your
iPhone.”

I’'m running out of
space, but let me close by
saying the iPhone 7 Plus
camerais the best I've ever
seen, and its new Portrait
camera mode, now in beta,
isnothing short of aston-
ishing. 'l have more to say
when it’s out of beta.

doc@boblevitus.com

HELP LINE

Software update an easy fix
for Windows 10 error message

Q: Ever since I fi-
nally broke down and
downloaded Win 10, I
have been receiving an
error message when I
start my PC, which says
something along the
lines of MSVCP120.d11
is either not designed
to run on Windows or
it contains an error. I
cancel the message and
it comes back several
times with various ex-
ecutables mentioned.
How can I fix this?

A: This error is related
to a somewhat obscure
software package called
Visual C++ that is part of
Windows and is used in
the execution of certain
background applications
that are launched when
you start your PC.

From the erroritap-
pears that some of the files
related to this software
have become corrupt or
were not properly updated
when you updated your
PC. The good news is that
it's relatively easy to fix.

To correct this problem,
go to tinyurl.com/helplin-
evisualc and select Down-
load. Then download and
install both veredist_x64.

exe and
vered-
ist_x86.
exe. This
will update
your
installed
software
and should
cause these error mes-
sages to go away.

Q: Recently I've ex-
perienced delays when
moving from window
to window, link to link
on the internet while
using my Mac. Before
the actual connection,
the color wheel spins
and spins, sometimes
for minutes, and I'm
wondering if this sug-
gests a problem with
the computer or with
my internet connection.

A: It is possible that
this could be related to
your internet connection,
but it more likely that this
is a system problem. The
spinning color wheel,
affectionately called the
Apple Beach Ball, is a sign
that the system is waiting
on resources to become
available before being able
to complete a task.

Ifthisisan older Mac
with a small amount of
RAM, you might want
toseeabout adding
memory. If you can get at
least 8 gigs, you will see a
dramatic improvementin
performance.

Also make sure you
have plenty of free hard
drive space. Itis usually
notagood idea to let your
drive get more than 75
percent full.

Finally, make sure your
system is up to date by
clicking the Apple menu
and selecting Software
Update. Install any items
found to make sure your
systemis up to date. Re-
peatasnecessary.

There are also a few
more things you can do,
like checking the hard
drive with the Disk Utility
and repairing disk permis-
sion.

These are outlined at
osxdaily.com/2012/03/04/
mac-maintenance-tips.

Lee co-hosts “Technology
Bytes,” 8 to 10 p.m.
Wednesdays, on KPFT 90.1
FM and at geekradio.com.
helpline@chron.com
blog.chron.com/helpline
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Notice To
Creditors
Ad

$74.00*

Call the Legals Team
713-224-6868
Ext. 6435 or 4204
*$74.00 includes first 36 lines
and 1 Affidavit of Publication

*$1.92 per line over 36 lines

BIDS BIDS
& PROPOSALS & PROPOSALS

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed bids in duplicate addressed to Langham
Creek Utility District (the “District™) will be

ceived in offices of Jones|Carter, 6330 West
Loop South, Suvite 150, Bellaire, Texas 77401, unti
10:00 am., Tuesday, October 4, 2016, and then
publicly opened and read for furnishing all plant,
labor, material and equipment, and performing all
work required for the construction of:

WATER PLANT Mes. 1. 2, & 3 IMPROVEMENTS

The project is located in Langham Creek Utility
District, Harris County, Texas. Water Plant No. 1 i
located at 17650 Glenmorris Drive, Houston,
Texas 77084 (H.C. Key Map No. 407-T). Wate
Plant No. 2 is located at 6161 ¥: Langham Way
Drive. Houston, Texas 77084 (H.C. Key Map No.
407-X). Water Plant No. 3 is located at 17323 14
Canyon Knoll Drive, Houston, Texas 770495 (H.C
Key Map No. 407-Q).

The bidder shall submit a certified or cashier's
check on a responsible bank in the State equal to
two percent (2%) or a five perc:em'SE%) bid bond
of the maximum total bid amount. Make the cash-
ier's check or bid bond payable to the Owner.

Plans_ specifications. and bidding documents are
available at www.civcastusa.com. Said documents
may be examined without charge in the office of|
Jones|Carter, 6330 West Loop South, Suite 150,
Bellaire, Texas 7740L

ATTENTION: Pursuant to Texas Government
Code 2252.908, you must be able to provide the
District with a printed, executed and notarized
original of a completed Certificate of Interested
Parties form (Form 1295) with the bid. Failure to
do so will result in the District's inability to exe-
cute the contract. To complete the disclosure of
interested parties form, or for further information,
please visit the Texas Fthics Commission's web-
site at hitpsy/www ethics state beus.

There will be a pre-bid conference in the offices of
Jones|Carter, 6330 West Loop South, Suite 150,
Bellaire, Texas 77401 at 10:00 a.m., Tuesday. Sep
tember 27, 2016. Attendance Is not mandatory.

The Owner reserves the tht to reject any or all
bids and waive any or all irregularities. bid
may be withdrawn until the expiration of sily
{80} days from the date bids are opened.

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

Sealed Bids, in duplicate, addressed to Harris
County Municipal Utility District Mo. 120, Atten-
tion: Mr. Garry Gassmann, President, Board of Di-
rectors, will be received at LJA En, neen Inr.
1904 West Grand Parkway North,

Texas 77449 until 11:00 a.m. Local Tlme Wednes—
day, October 5 2016 and then publicly répened
and read for “Construction of the Harris ounty
Municipal Utility District No. 120 Water Well No. 1|
Improvements for Harris County Municipal Uility
District No. 120, Harris County, Texas".

Scope of Work of the Contract includes the im-
provements of the water well no. 1.

Bids received after the closing time will be re-
turned unopened. A Non-Mandatory pre-bid con-
ference will be held on Wednesday, September 28,
2016, at 10030 a.m. Local Time, at the office of
LJA Engineering. Inc., 1904 West Grand Parkway
North, Suite 100, Katy, Texas 77449,

Each Bid must be accompanied by a bid bond or a
certified or cashier's check acceptable to the
Owner, in an amount not less than 5 percent of
the total amount bid, as a guarantee that the suc-
cessful bidder will enter into the Contract and exe-
cute the Bonds on the forms provided and provide
the required insurance certificates within 7 days
after the date Confract Documents are received
by the Contractor.

Bidding documents may be examined at LJA Engi-
neering, Inc.. AGC of Texas, Construct Connect,
and Amtek or be obtained by prospective bid-
ders or supplien;'lsayupon payment 3»'HJI'Hl'ns:t].[—f'r\.ns: dol-
lars ($95.00 non-refundable plus cost of delivery)
($50.00 for electronic copy) for each set of docu-
ments at LJA Engineering, Inc., 1904 West Grand
Parkway Morth, Suite 100, Katy, Texas 77449,

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all
Bids and to waive all defects and irregularities in
h|dcl|r1 ur b||jd| pmcess except time of submit-
ting a Bid. ccessful Bidder, if any, will be
the respnnsmle Bidder which in the Board's judg-
ment will be mest advantageous to the District
and result in the best and most economical com-
pletion of the Project.

Harris County Municipal Utility District No. 120

LEGAL NOTICE FOR REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

The Sheldon Independent School District will
accept proposals until:

3:00 P.M., Wednesday, October 12, 2016
PROCUREMENT OF ELECTRICITY

Shaldnn Independent School District (S1SD) is ac-

u osals from retail electric providers
{R ) pnll cal subdivision corporatiens formed
under Section 304.001 of the Texas Local Govern-
ment, Regional Service Centers, and any other en-
tity legally permitted to supply and/or provide
electrical power and related electrical power de-
mand response and ancillary services to SISD as
further specified and detailed in the Request for
Proposal Packet.

Proposals are dee at 3:00 P.M., Wednesday,
Oclober 12, 2016 at the Sheldon I1SD Central Of-
fice, 11411 C.E. King Parkway, Houston, TX 77044,

posals must conform the requirements
set forth in the Request for Proposal packets, ex-
cept as otherwise notes in such packets. Request
for Proposal packets may be obiained from AEG
Affiliated Energy Group, Retail Energy Division,
fax (214) 252-8514. or via an email request to
SheldonlSD@affiliatedenergy.com. Interested
parties must request the Request for Proposal
Packets at least 24 hours prior to the aforesaid
Due Date. SISD reserves the right to accept, re-
ject or postpone any or all sealed proposals. and
to waiwve irr Ialrt|e5 |n pmpnsals 1o the fullest
extent permi

Lone Star College Bid Re-
quests:

® CSP#461 Air Handling
Units for Montgomery
Campus. Due: 10/18/
2016 @ 2:00 p.m.
Mandatory-Pre-proposal
Conference, Tuesday,
10/04/2016 at 1:30 p.m.
at Lone Star College-
Montgomery Campus,
Room A121. . Online
WebEx pre-proposal

Toplace legal notices
email legals@chron.com
or call 713.224.6868.

INVITATION TO BIDDERS

SEALED PROPOSALS addressed to Mount Hous-
ton Road Municipal Wtility District for construc-
tion of the Water, Sanitary Sewer, & Drainage Fa
cilities to_Serve Westview Landing Section 2, LIA
Job No. 1750-20200, will be receved at the office
of LIA Engineering. Inc., 2929 Briarpark Drive.
Suite 320. Houston, Texas 77042, until 2:00||;.m.,
Tuesday, October 11, 2016, and then publicly
opened and read aloud.

Copies of the Plans and Specifications may be ob-
tained from the Engineer for a non-refundable fee
of $100.00 per set ($50.00 for electronic copy).

Mount Houston Road Municipal Utility District will
hold a non-mandatory pre-bid conference at the
office of LIA Engineering, Inc., 2929 Briarpark
Drive, Suite 320, Houston, Texas 77042, at 2:00
Em Tuesday, October 4, 2016. Mount Houstonj
oad Hunlclpal Utility District reserves the right

to reject any and all bids. The Successful Bidder,
if amy, will be the responsible Bidder which in the
Board's judgment will be most advantageous to
the District and result in the best and most eco-
nomical completion of the Project. (Texas Water]
Code 49.273)

Bid security in the form of bid bond or cashier's
check payable to Mount Houston Road Municipal
Utility District in an amount not less than five per-
cenﬁ%%} of the Bid submitted, must accompany
gac

Dates of Advertisement: 09/20/16; 09/27/16

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed bids in duplicate addressed to Balmoral LT,
LLC on behalf of Harris County Municipal Utility
District Mo. 400 will be received in the offices of
Jones|Carter Cnnsulting Engineers, B701 Mew
Trails Drive, Suite 200, The Woodlands, Texag
77381, until 10:00 a.m.. Tuesday, October 4, 2016,
and then E:lhlml],r opened and read for furnishing
all plant, labor, material and equipment and per-
forming all work reguired for the construction of
g:éelr_, sanitary and drainage facilities in Balmoral

The project is located in Harris County Hunit.il:lgal
Utility District No. 400, Harris Counly, Texas. The
site is approximately 4.000 feet north of Morth
Sam Houston Parkway East and East of Woodland
Hills Drive, Harris County Key Map No. 376-V.

For construction contracts ower $50,000 the bid-
der shall submit a certified or cashier's check on
a responsible bank in the State equal to two per-
cent (2%) cashier's check or five percent

bid bond of the maximum total bid amount.

the cashier's check or bid bonds payable to the
Owner.

Plans, specifications, and bidding documents are
available at www.civcastusa.com. Said docu-
ments may be examined without charge in the of-
fice of Jones|Carter Construction Division, 8701
New Trails Drive, Suite 200, The Woodlands,
Texas 77381

There will be a pre-bid conference in the offices of
Jones|Carter, 8701 New Trails Drive, Suite 200,
The Woodlands, Texas 77381 at 10:00 a.m., Tues

. September 27, 2016. Attendance is not man-
oy

The Owner reserves the right to reject any or all
bids and waive any or all irregularities. bid
may be withdrawn until the expiration of 60 days
from the date bids are open.

HIII.IBTI]H*I:HIIIIHII:I.E

INVITATION TO BID
Sealed bids in duplicate
addressed to Rochester
Enterprises, LLC. on be-
half of Newport Munici-
pal Utility District will be
received in the offices of
Rochester Engineering,
9421 FM 2920, Building
16A, Tomball Texas
77375, until 2:00 p.m.,
October 11, 2016, at
which time all bids will
be publicly opened and
read for the construction
of the project:

Newport Municipal
Utility District

Water, Sanitary Sewer,
Drainage

and Detention to serve
Newport Place

Project No. 2016-1001
There will be a pre-bid
conference at the project
location, 600 South
Diamondhead Blvd, Cros-
by Texas, 77532 at 2:00
p.m., October 4, 2016.
Attendance is not manda-
tory.

Each bid must be accom-
panied by a Certified or
Cashier's Check, from a
responsible bank in the
State of Texas, or a Bid
Bond, issued by a surety
legally authorized to do
business in the State of
Texas, equal to five per-
cent (5%) of the total bid
amount. Make the Cash-
ier's or Certified Check or
Bid Bonds payable to the
Owner. The successful
bidder will be required to
provide a performance
bond, maintenance bond
and a payment bond, as
provided for in the bid
documents, for the full
amount of the contract.
The above described con-
struction will be per-
formed in accordance
with plans and specifica-
tions and any addenda
thereto which may be is-
sued prior to the opening
of bids. Plans, specifica-
tions and bid documents
may be obtained at the
CivCast USA Website
(www.CivCastUSA.com).
Documents are also
available for review at the
office of the Engineer.
ATTENTION: Pursuant to
Texas Government Code
2252.908, you must be
able to provide Newport
Municipal Utility District
with a printed, executed
and notarized original of
a completed Certificate
of Interested Parties
form (Form 1295) with
the bid. Failure to do so
will result in the District's
inability to execute the
contract. To complete
the disclosure of interest-
ed parties form, or for
further information,
please visit the Texas
Ethics Commission’s
website at https://www.
The Owner reserves the
right to reject any or all
bids or to accept any bid
deemed advantageous to
it and waive informalities
in bidding. No bid may be
withdrawn until the expi-
ration of 60 days from
the date bids are open.
All bids received after the
above designated closing
time will be returned to
the Contractor unopened.

Your News. Your Way.

Reneky, /630 All Digital Access
L0 3 m gall-n rum- To All Things Houston!

tact phillip.l.barker@lone
star.edu 832-813-6211.
Must register to bid: http:
//wwwappsdstc.lonestar.
edu/istar/supplier.htm.

RESULTS you can count
on from Houston's classi-
fied leader.

Chronicle Classifieds
713-224-6868.

Your exclusive source
for Houston
insider news and analysis.

HoustonChronicle.com/YourNews

INVITATION TO
IDDERS
SEALED PROPOSALS
addressed to Newport
Municipal Utility District
for the Clearing & Grub-
bing to Serve Newport
Southwest Section 1, LJA
Job No. 1680-4300D-
401, will be received at
the office of LJA Engi-
neering, Inc., 2929
Briarpark Drive, Suite
320, Houston, Texas
77042, until 1:30 p.m.,
Wednesday, October 5,
2016, and then publicly
opened and read aloud.
Copies of the Plans and
Specifications may be
obtained from the Engi-
neer for a non-refundable
fee of $50.00 per set
($25 00 for electronic

copy).
Newport Municipal Utility
District will hold a non-
mandatory pre-bid con-
ference at the office of
LJA Engineering, Inc.,
2929 Briarpark Drive,
Suite 320, Houston,
Texas 77042, at 1:30
p.m., Wednesday, Sep-
tember 28, 2016. New-
port Municipal Utility
District reserves the right
to reject any and all bids.
The Successful Bidder, if
any, will be the responsi-
ble Bidder which in the
Board's judgment will be
most advantageous to the
District and result in the
best and most economi-
cal completion of the
Project. (Texas Water
Code 49.273)
Bid security in the form
of bid bond or cashier’s
check payable to New-
port Municipal Utility
District in an amount not
less than five percent
(5%) of the Bid submit-
ted, must accompany
each Bid

FORT BEND ISD, in ac-

cordance Texas Educa-
tion Code 44.031 and
Texas Government Code
2269, is soliciting pro-
spective proposals for
CSP 17-015KB BP-15
Addition and Renovation
to Austin High School,
Renovations to Hunters
Glen Elementary School,
Palmer Elementary
School, Pecan Grove El-
ementary School and
Settlers Way Elementary
School Architect Natex
Architects, M. Carolina
Weitzman, AIA LEED
Submissions will be due
10/19/2016 @ 2:00 P.M.
CST Package “A” Base
Bid and all documents
except Alternates and
SBE documents.
Package “B” Alternates
Due NO LATER THAN
3:00 P.M. 10/19/16,
Package “C” SBE Due
NO LATER THAN 2:00
P.M. 10/20/16.
Pre-Proposal Conference
held on 10/5/16 @ 2:00
PM

Both Package “A” and
“B” will be opened and
read aloud at 3:00 PM.
Packa'%]e "is still due
at 2 PM and will be held
by the district until the
public opening at 3 PM
NO LATE BIDS WILL BE
ACCEPTED. Contact:
Kathleen Booker @ 281-
634-1805 Bid may be
downloaded from:
http://purchasing.fort
bendisd.com/Current
Bids.aspx. Mail response
in a SEALED envelope
with CSP # on outside to:
FBISD, 555 Julie Rivers
Drive, Sugar Land, TX
77478, ATTN: Kathleen
Booker

BIDS
&PROPOSALS

FORT BEND ISD, in ac-
cordance Texas Educa-
tion Code 44.031 and
Texas Government Code
2269, is soliciting pro-
spective proposals for
CSP 17-019KB
Renovations, Roofing
and Upgrades at Admin-
istration Building, Ad-
ministration Annex
Building, Transportation
Building West (Hodges
Bend) and Transporta-
tion Center (Lake Olym-
pia) Architect: OC+A Ar-
chitects, (BP-OC+A)
Submissions will be due
10/26/2016 @ 2:00 P.M.
CST Package “A” Base
Bid and all documents
except Alternates and
SBE documents.

Package “B” Alternates
Due NO LATER THAN
2:00 P.M. 10/26/16,
Pre-Proposal Conference
held on 10/12/16@2:00 PM
Both Package “A” and
“B" will be opened and
read aloud at 2:00 PM.
NO LATE BIDS WILL BE
ACCEPTED. Contact:
Kathleen Booker @ 281-
634-1805 Bid may be
downloaded from: http://
purchasing.fortbendisd.
com/CurrentBids.aspx.
Mail response in a
SEALED envelope with
CSP # on outside to:
FBISD, 555 Julie Rivers
Drive, Sugar Land, TX
77478, ATTN: Kathleen
Booker

LEGAL NOTICES

Trend Barber College is
applying for reaffirmation
of accreditation with the
Commission of the coun-
cil on occupational Edu-
cation, address is 7840
Roswell Road Building
300, Suite 325 Atlanta
GA 30350, Phone 1-800-
917-2081 or 770-396-
3898. For Comments.

Toplace
bids or
proposal
notices email
legals@
chron.com

fuel/fix

FuelFix.com

CHRONICLE LEGALNOTICES

e-mail legals@chron.com call 713-224-68638
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FROM THE COVER

PIPELINES

Williams move heads off proxy battle

Big shareholder
applauds plans
by company to
overhaul board

By Jim Polson
and Tim Loh
BLOOMBERG NEWS

Williams Cos. headed
off a proxy fight with ac-
tivist shareholder Corvex
Management after the
pipeline owner announced
renewed plans to overhaul
its board.

The Tulsa-based com-
pany appointed Stephen
Chazen, former chief ex-
ecutive officer of Occiden-
tal Petroleum Corp., and

Peter Ragauss, an ex-chief
financial officer of Baker
Hughes, to its board, ac-
cording to a statement
Monday.

The company may name
two more independent
directors before the com-
pany’s November annual
meeting while three direc-
tors who've served for sev-
eral years won’t run again,
Williams said.

Happy with moves

Corvex immediately ap-
plauded the appointments,
saying in a separate state-
ment that it’ll no longer
solicit proxies after earlier
nominating 10 new direc-
tors.

“Corvex looks forward

to working with the newly-
constituted board to un-
lock the significant value
inherent in the company,”
Keith Meister, managing
partner, said in the state-
ment.

The reshuffling marks
Williams’ latest step for-
ward following the col-
lapse of a deal for Energy
Transfer Equity to buy
Williams for about $33 bil-
lion — a transaction Meis-
ter had long supported and
Williams chief executive
officer Alan Armstrong
had long opposed.

Since then, Armstrong
has plotted a course for the
company as a standalone
and moved to focus its op-
erations on transporting

natural gas. That’s includ-
ed the sale of Canadian as-
sets and an announcement
that it may sell its stake in
a Louisiana complex that
produces natural-gas liq-
uids.

In August, following
reports that Williams had
rebuffed a takeover bid
from Enterprise Prod-
ucts Partners, Meister
initiated a proxy battle
aimed at replacing all six
of the remaining Williams
directors. He compared
them to inferior athletes
and said they’re unwill-
ing to disagree with Arm-
strong.

If Williams appoints
two new directors by No-
vember — which it said

is its “goal” in Monday’s
statement — the newly
constituted governing
body will consist of 11
members, seven of whom
will have been added since
the Energy Transfer deal
fell apart.

More merger talks?

Such a board will prob-
ably be more willing to
“engage in the most appro-
priate actions” to enhance
shareholder interests, TJ
Schultz, an analyst at RBC
Capital Markets, said in a
note to clients on Monday.
That could include re-
engaging in merger talks
with Enterprise Products
Partners.

“We continue to like

WMB regardless of a
standalone plan or as a po-
tential takeout,” Schultz
said.

Williams added the
first three new directors
on Aug. 29, all current or
former executives at other
energy companies. They
included former American
Midstream Partners CEO
Stephen Bergstrom, Pio-
neer Natural Resources Co.
CEO Scott Sheffield and
PPL Corp. CEO William
Spence.

The three took “a lead-
ership role in discussions
with Corvex which result-
ed in the announced plan
to enhance the board’s
composition,”  Meister
said.

Aloft joining the trend
of hotels in downtown

Aloft from page B1

weekends. For the bar and
rooftop pool, the company
hopes to capture what it
sees as a captive downtown
audience: a growing resi-
dential population of young
professionals looking for
new places to hang out.

Long ignored by most
residential developers,
the urban core is now fill-
ing with thousands of new
upscale apartments in one
of the biggest revitaliza-
tions the area has ever
seen. There are some 3,600
residents within the cen-
tral business district, and
that number is expected to
triple over the next several
years.

New hotels abound,
too. In addition to Aloft,
1,965 hotel rooms are un-

Central Business District,
according to the Houston
Downtown Management
District.

They include the 1,000-
room Marriott Marquis,
the Hotel Alessandra, Le
Meridien, AC Hotel by
Marriott and the Hampton
Inn/Homewood Suites.
Other properties have re-
cently opened or are being
renovated, in part, in antic-
ipation of the Super Bowl
in February.

But as low oil prices de-
press the local economy,
hotel occupancy and room
rate revenue across the
Houston area have slipped.
Demand has fallen from
when the energy industry
was booming and visitors
were abundant.

William Franks, vice
president of development

hotel like Aloft has been
“sorely lacking” down-
town.

“There’s no question
that oil affects the Houston
market, but in our situa-
tion it is really different,”
Franks said. “This particu-
lar brand of hotel is some-
thing Houston has been
needing for a long, long
time.”

Federal and state tax
credits helped finance the
$30 million-plus redevel-
opment of the Stowers
building, now 11 stories
with the addition of the
rooftop pool.

Though the building’s
design weighs heavily to-
ward a modern aesthetic,
such vintage touches as an
original staircase, crown
molding and copper pip-
ing remain.

mandate, the hotel will
have systems like keyless
doors that can be opened
with a swipe of a smart-
phone.

Aloft even has its own

o

Elizabeth Conley / Houston Chronicle
A king-size bed is in a room at the Aloft Houston Downtown. The hotel will have
systems like keyless doors that can be opened with a swipe of a smartphone.

will hear “lift” instead of
elevator, “WC” instead of
restroom and “tactic” in-
stead of conference room
from its employees or, rath-
er, its “talent.”

rooms will have weekday
rates of between $249 and
$269 and between $149 and
$169 on the weekends.

nancy.sarnoff@chron.com

der development in the

for the new project, said a

With

a tech-savvy

special language. Guests

The property’s

168  twitter.com/nsarnoff

Purolator to move work to N.C.

Purolator from page B1

cision and has been taken with
considerable review of all the
facts regarding the current busi-
ness climate and the persistent
and ongoing challenges in our
end markets,” Robb Junker, pres-
ident of Greensboro, N.C.-based
Purolator Advanced Filtration
Group, wrote in a letter to Mayor
Sylvester Turner.

Frederick said North Caro-
lina was chosen over Houston
because the company owns that
facility, while it leases space in
Houston.

Equipment in the North Car-
olina facility is also newer and

more efficient, he said.

In addition to polymer filtra-
tion, Purolator EFP designs,
engineers and manufactures
specialty wire cloth parts for
the automotive, electronic and
consumer markets. After the
Houston closure, Purolator EFP
will have six facilities around the
world.

Laid-off employees will re-
ceive severance packages, Fred-
erick said. They can apply for po-
sitions in North Carolina.

He described this as a “difficult
decision that we needed to make
for our business.”

A few of the company’s Hous-
ton employees working in sales,

and customer service will remain
in Houston and work from a lo-
calwarehouse owned by Clarcor,
the parent company of Purolator
Advanced Filtration Group. This
facility will also be used to store
products.

Another handful will remain
on staff through June, at the lat-
est, to prepare the property, at
8733 Daffodil, for its return to the
landlord.

“We’re confident that the deci-
sion we’ve taken will mean suc-
cess for our business in the days
ahead,” Frederick said.

andrea.rumbaugh@chron.com
twitter.com/andrearumbaugh

Wells Fargo denies allegations
in former employees’ lawsuits

Wells from page B1

types of illegal practices, they
just booted you out the door and
replaced you.”

In a statement on Monday,
Wells Fargo said: “We disagree
with the allegations in the com-
plaint and will vigorously defend
against the misrepresentations it
contains about Wells Fargo and
all of the Wells Fargo team mem-
bers whose careers have been
built on doing the right thing by
our customers every day.”

One former employee plan-
ning to join the lawsuit is Dennis
Russell, 62, who said he was fired
in 2010 after a five-year career as
a telephone banker at Wells Far-
go’s call center in Orange County,
Calif. Russell handled incoming
customer service calls and was
expected to refer 23 percent of his
callers to a sales representative
for additional product sales, he
said.

But the customers Russell
spoke with were usually in dire
financial shape, he said Monday.
Looking at their accounts, he
could see mortgages in foreclo-
sure, credit cards in collections
and cars being repossessed for
overdue loan payments.

“The people calling didn’t
have assets to speak of,” Russell
said. “What products could you
possibly offer them in a legiti-
mate way?”

The two fresh lawsuits echo
many of the allegations in a 2015
lawsuit filed by the Los Angeles
city attorney’s office. Wells Far-

go settled the case this month,
agreeing to pay $185 million in
fines, including a $100 million
penalty levied by the Consumer
Financial Protection Bureau, the
federal watchdog agency that
conducted its own investigation.

But some Wells Fargo employ-
ees tried, years earlier, to sound
the alarm — with personally di-
sastrous results.

Christopher Johnson, 38, a
plaintiff in the lawsuit filed on
Monday, said he hesitated to get
involved in the legal case because
it brought back memories of “a
very dark time in my life.” He
was fired in 2008 after working
for Wells Fargo for five months.

In trainings, the company
repeatedly emphasized the im-
portance of its ethics code and
urged employees to call its con-
fidential hotline if they observed
anything inappropriate. But
just two weeks after he started
working as a business banker in
a Wells Fargo branch in Malibu,
Calif., his manager began pres-
suring him to open accounts for
his friends and family — with
or without their knowledge,
Johnson said. When he refused,
he was criticized for not being a
team player.

Johnson soon learned that his
colleagues routinely opened un-
authorized accounts for custom-
ers who they thought wouldn’t
notice, like elderly clients or
those who didn’t speak English
well. Disturbed by this practice,
he did as he was instructed dur-
ing training and called the com-

pany’s ethics hotline.

Three days later, he was fired
for “not meeting expectations,”
he said. Broke, Johnson was
evicted from his house, he said.

Johnson, who now works as a
writer, said he had stepped for-
ward at his mother’s urging: “She
was like, “Your story needs to be
told. You got fired because you
tried to do the right thing.””

Russell also lost his home af-
ter he lost his Wells Fargo job.
Unable to find a new position in
the industry, he now works part
time for a church in Costa Mesa,
Calif., helping with its outreach
programs for the homeless.

Last week, he watched — in
disbelief, he said — as Stumpf
was grilled by the Senate Bank-
ing Committee and insisted that
Wells Fargo never wanted its em-
ployees to do anything unethical
to meet their sales goals.

“It’s a crock,” Russell said.
“They established the culture
that made this happen — it comes
down from the top.”

Although Wells Fargo settled
the civil cases with Los Angeles
and its federal regulators, more
fallout could be coming. Rich-
ard Cordray, the director of the
Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau, strongly hinted that the
agency had referred the case to
other federal bureaus for crimi-
nal investigation.

On Thursday, the House Fi-
nancial Services Committee
will hold its own hearing on the
scandal. Stumpf plans to appear,
Wells Fargo said.

Coal mining found
in 40 Texas counties

Coal from page B1

Jewett, which is between Hous-
ton and Dallas. NRG is switch-
ing from lignite to more efficient,
cleaner coal from the Powder
River Basin in Wyoming.

In the letter, the Colorado-
based coal company said it “will
be forced to cease production
operations at the Jewett Mine by
the end of the year and terminate
the employment of its workforce
there. We regret this action, but it
isunavoidable.”

The Jewett Mine is described
as a 35,000-acre surface mine
complex. The mine, which is one
of the largest in Texas, produced
about 5.3 million short tons of
coal a year, according to the U.S.
Department of Energy.

Although Texas is known
more for oil and gas, the Lone
Star State has active coal mining
in about 40 counties, according
to the Railroad Commission. The
only bigger coal mines than Jew-
ett in Texas are the Kosse Strip
and Three Oaks mines owned by
Dallas-based Luminant, based
on Energy Department produc-
tion data. The Kosse mineisjusta
little west of Jewett and the Three
Oaks mine is northeast of Austin
by Rockdale.

But, early this year, Luminant,
a Dallas power generation com-
pany, closed three small North
Texas mines to switch to Powder
River Basin coal.

Limestone is one of NRG’s
two major coal plants in Texas,
including the W.A. Parish plant
southwest of Houston. The Par-

ish plant has always used Pow-
der River Basin coal.

“This is a very difficult deci-
sion and one that we don’t take
lightly,” NRG spokesman Dave
Knox said Monday in a state-
ment. “NRG comprehensively
evaluates the fuel sources for
each plant for a number of crite-
ria. Powder River Basin coal is
currently the most competitive
option for Limestone.”

Knox noted that Texas coal
plants are at a disadvantage be-
cause of low natural gas prices
and a lack of incentives in the
Texas power market to keep
struggling plants running.

NRG will work with West-
moreland to restore the area to
its condition before the mine
opened.

The decision comes just before
President Barack Obama’s pro-
posed Clean Power Plan is debat-
ed in court. The plan is intended
to reduce emissions at power
plants, especially coal-burning
facilities.

But environmental rules are
not the reason coal plants are
struggling or closing, said Thad
Hill, CEO of Houston-based Cal-
pine, which is the owner of the
nation’s largest fleet of natural
gas-fired power plants. Because
of the shale boom and plenti-
ful supplies of natural gas, coal
plants can’t compete on costs.

“It’s been an economic choice,”
not an environmental one, Hill
said Monday.

Jordan.blum@chron.com
twitter.com/jdblum23

Forrest M. Mims llI

NRG Energy is switching to low-sulfur coal with less carbon
emissions than this Texas lignite, commonly called brown coal.
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U.K. CEOs consider moving, survey says

By Danica Kirka
ASSOCIATED PRESS

LONDON — A survey
of company CEOs in Brit-
ain suggests that a major-
ity is considering moving
some business away from
the UK. amid concerns
about the country’s fu-
ture outside the European
Union.

Research by KPMG
shows that three-fourths
of the 100 executives ques-
tioned would consider
moving their headquarters

or some operations outside
Britain in order to keep a
link to the EU’s common
tariff-less market.

The British government
is likely to take months to
trigger the official negotia-
tions to leave the EU, leav-
ing the details of any exit
uncertain for years.

Some companies, how-
ever, may start shifting op-
erations abroad with little
fanfare.

British voters defied the
leaders of both major po-
litical parties by deciding

inJune to leave the EU.

“We hear it time and
time again that business
needs certainty,” Simon
Collins, KPMG’s UK chair-
man, said in a statement.
“Policymakers should be
really concerned about a
leaching of British busi-
ness abroad, and should
engage with business early
to understand what assur-
ances they can offer and
closely monitor any shifts
overseas.”

Meanwhile, another
survey shows that opti-

mism in the financial ser-
vices sector has fallen for a
third consecutive quarter,
the longest drop since the
global financial crisis in
2009.

The CBI/PwC Finan-
cial Services Survey of 115
firms shows finance hous-
es, building societies and
investment firms reported
the sharpest drops in opti-
mism as uncertainty after
the vote to leave the EU
took hold.

The results are impor-
tant because so much of

Britain’s economy hinges
on financial services —
some 2 million people
across the U.K. are directly
or indirectly employed by
the sector.

Andrew Kail, UK. fi-
nancial services leader at
consultancy PwC, says the
worry is about “the domi-
no effect on people, pro-
ductivity and position as a
financial hub that must be
guarded against.”

Though economic indi-
cators have been relatively
stable since the vote, many

experts say it’s still too
early to tell how companies
arereacting.

In another develop-
ment, the president of the
European Central Bank
said both markets and the
economy have been “resil-
ient” in the wake of Brit-
ain’s Brexit vote.

But Mario Draghi cau-
tioned members of the
European Parliament in
Brussels on Monday that
the long-term effects of
the breakup “will be much
more difficult to foresee.”
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CAPT. WILLIAM A. “CAPPY” BISSO, Ill
1941-2016

Capt. William A. “Cappy”
Bisso, I11, (08 August 1941
- 24 September 2016) aged
75, was the fourth generation
Chairman of the Board of the
127 year-old family business,
BISSO MARINE, LLC.

Capt. Bisso was a native
of New Orleans, LA, and at-
tended Ridgewood Prepara-
tory School before attending
the University of Southern
Mississippi. He joined the
family business in 1962 and
served in various capacities in
all divisions of the company
before ascending to its Chair-
manship.

Following the devasta-
tion of Hurricane Katrina
in 2005, Capt. Bisso moved
his family and the headquar-
ters of the company from
New Orleans, Louisiana, to
Houston, Texas. Through his
vision and leadership, BISSO
MARINE, LLC evolved

from a local inland marine
service provider into a full
service subsea and offshore
midstream infrastructure
contractor with operations
around the world.

Capt. Bisso served on
several boards and executive
committees including the
U.S. Coast Guard Founda-
tion, the National Ocean
Industries Association and
was a founding member of
the Harris County Sher-
riff’s Office Foundation in
Houston, Texas. Capt. Bisso’s
past board services include
the Louisiana State Mineral
Board; Executive Committee
of the International Salvage
Union in London, England;
Trustee for the National
World War II Museum and
The Republican National
Finance Committee and the
1988 Republican National
Convention Committee.

Capt. Bisso was the only
child of Capt. William A.
Bisso, Jr. and Lillian J.
Bisso. He was the loving and

devoted husband of Darlene
M. Bisso and the father of
their only child, William A.
“Beau” Bisso, IV. He was the
father-in-law of Eva C. Bisso
and the devoted grandfather
of William A. Bisso, V and
Joseph R. C. Bisso.

Capt. Bisso was a Master
Mason, member of Dante
Lodge, F&AM, and a Shriner,
member of Jerusalem
Temple, AANOMS both of
New Orleans, LA. Capt. Bisso
loved classic automobiles,
American history, traveling
around the world with his

wife, and spending time with
his grandsons.

Relatives and friends are
invited to attend a Funeral
Service on Thursday, Septem-
ber 29, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. at
Lake Lawn Metairie Funeral
Home, 5100 Pontchartrain
Blvd, New Orleans, LA
70124 Interment will fol-
low in Metairie Cemetery.
Visitation will be held prior
to the service beginning at
11:00 a.m. In lieu of flowers
donations may be made to
the charity of your choice.

GARNET LOIS BOLDREY
1928-2016

Garnet Lois Boldrey, born
December 31, 1928, passed
away peacefully at her home
on Saturday September 17,
2016.

She is survived by three
children, Valorie Langille
(Bruce) and J. Kevin Boldrey,
Cathy Wright (John),. She
adored her six Grandchildren
-Nathan Ernst (Ana), Cam-
eron Ernst, Craig Langille,
Scott Langille (Megan), Jane
Boldrey and Evan Boldrey
and three Great Grandchil-
dren - Gabriella Ernst, Noah
Ernst and Evan Langille.

Garnet was a member of
St. Luke’s United Methodist
Church in Houston while
working there with the Senior
Ministry. Since moving to the
Woodlands she has belonged

to the Woodlands United
Methodist Church where
she was actively involved in
Friendship Class and Senior
Prime Timers.

A Memorial Service was
held at The Woodlands
United Methodist Church
Robb Chapel. Interment will
be at her family cemetery in
Chauncey, IL.

In lieu of flowers, me-
morials may be made to
Woodlands United Methodist
Church / Senior Ministry or
American Cancer Society.

KLEIN

Magnolia-Woodlands
14711 FM1488 @ FM149
281-252-3428
Houston's Oldest Family Owned

BRENDA WELLMAN
1952-2016

Brenda Wellman lost her
courageous two year battle
with cancer Saturday night,
with daughter Rachal at
her side. Brenda was born
in Mobile, Al and grew up
in Picayune, Ms. She was a
free spirit, always looking for
new adventures. She spent
many happy years in Morgan
City and Houston, working
through floods and high
water for J&J Marine Diving.
And she made great friends
in her lifetime, we will miss
her but never forget her. We
hate the cancer that took her
life, but we thank our Lord

for delivering her through
pain and darkness. Brenda
was proceeded in death by
her brother Michael Taylor
and her friend Ricky Casas.
She is survived by daughters
Rachal & fiancé Dayon, Chris-
tina and Alyssa and son Jason
and grandchildren Dayon

Jr, Devin, Brenique, Robert
John, Matthew and Avareigh.
Family members include
sisters Cynthia Gomez. Catha-
rine Watson, Millie Kiefer and
brother George Eric Ritchie.
Cremation Services under the
direction of Crespo Funeral
Home - Broadway.

LEONARD WIGGINS
1932-2016

Leonard “L.D.” Wiggins,
age 83, was born on October
18, 1932 in Houston, Texas
and went to be with the Lord
on September 23, 2016 at his
residence in Houston, Texas.
He was a lifelong member of
Bethel Tabernacle, Houston,
Texas.

He is survived by his wife
of 64 years, Patsy Wiggins,
children, Shelley Kennedy
and partner, Debra Denny,
Ginger Wedgeworth and
husband, Rev. Mike Wedge-
worth, grandchildren, Karissa
Cordell and husband, Wes,
Kelli Orange and husband,
Phillip and Candace Briley;
great grandchildren, Keaton,
Konner, Jewel, Schuyler,
LaMarq, Chazzlyn, Alexis and
Layla. He is also survived by
one sister, Katherine Metts.

The family will receive
friends on Tuesday, Septem-
ber 27, 2016 from 5:00 P.M.-
7:00 P.M. at Bethel Taber-

nacle Church, 1020 FM 1960,
Houston, Texas with the fu-
neral service to begin at 7:00
P.M. Pastor David L. Fauss
and Rev. Mike Wedgeworth
will be officiating. Graveside
will be at Brookside Cemetery
on Wednesday, September 28,
2016 at 11:00 A.M.

—
Claire Br;’rgers
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JAMES S. GOREE
1924-2016

James S. Goree, age 92,
entered into eternal rest
with his Savior on Saturday,
September 24, 2016. Jimmie,
as his friends called him, was
born in Deatsville, Alabama
on March 22, 1924, the oldest
son of Walter and Willie
Goree. Jimmie had three
siblings, Mary Ellen DeCoene,
Marie Blackwell and Harold
Goree.

Jimmie proudly served his
country in the United States
Navy during World War
II. After being honorably
discharged, Jimmie received
a Bachelor of Science in Busi-
ness from Auburn University
in 1951. In that same year
he joined Exxon, where he
spent his entire career, and
he retired as a Right of Way
Agent in 1984.

In 1958, Jimmie married
the love of his life, Dorothy
Hoke Goree, and together
they raised three daughters
- Elaine Purvis of Buda,
Dixie Lanier of Maurice,

LA, and Suzie Kaczenski of
Wimberley. Jimmie had six
grandchildren, Michelle Vi-
dallia of Erath, LA, Elizabeth
Stahlman of New Braunfels,

James Kaczenski of Dallas,
Emily Kimbro of Buda, J.T.
Lanier of Austin, and Sarah
Kaczenski of Wimberley.
Jimmie was preceded in
death by his parents and
siblings. Jimmie is survived
by Dorothy, his loving and
devoted wife of 63 years, three
daughters, three son-in-laws,
six grandchildren and seven
great —grandchildren.
Jimmie’s memorial service
will be held at the Fellowship
Baptist Church in Brenham
on Thursday, September 29
at 11:00 am. A private burial
will be held on September 28,
2016 at the Houston National
Cemetery in Houston, Texas.
Friends and family are
invited to share a memory
about Jimmie or leave a
condolence for his family on
at www.harrellfuneralhomes.
com .
Funeral assistance provided
by Harrell Funeral Home 1715
Kirby Lane, Kyle TX

HERMAN JOSEPH KRESSE
v

1929-2016

Herman Joseph Kresse IV
of Houston, Texas, died on
September 25, 2016, at age
87, after a courageous battle
with cancer. He was born
April 9, 1929, in Luxora,
Arkansas.

He met his sweetheart,
Patricia Anne Bridges, at
college and they were married
on June 12, 1950. In their 66
years together, they had eight
children: Susan (Charles)
Berniard, Mark Kresse, Joe
(Kim) Kresse, John (Brenda)
Kresse, Matt (Sandra) Kresse,
Steve (Angie) Kresse, Geoff
(Jackie) Kresse, and Margaret
McCoy.

He is predeceased by his
parents, Herman and Felicia
Kresse; Beloved son, Mark
Edward; sister Barbara Beem;
brother Lawrence Kresse;
and his great-granddaughter
Sophie Marie Knight.

He is survived by his wife,

Patricia; sister Linda Tinnon
of Little Rock, Arkansas;
his remaining children; 19
grandchildren and 19 great-
grandchildren.

Condolences for the family
may be sent online at www.
ForestParkWestheimer.com.

Forest Parlt Westheimer
Funeral Home

I 1260 Westheimer Road
}]gmpr Houston, TX 77077
(281) 2973330

Condolences may be offered al

www, Forest Parh Wistheimer.com

DAVID MITZNER
1915-2016

The United States Holo-
caust Memorial Museum
mourns the loss of David
Mitzner, a Holocaust survivor,
born in Warsaw, Poland.
David and his wife, the late
Ruth R. Mitzner, were Mu-
seum Founders and longtime
friends and partners. He
remained deeply devoted

to advancing the cause of
Holocaust remembrance and
education. The Museums
sends heartfelt condolences to
his entire family.

Tom A. Bernstein, Chair-
man

Allan M. Holt, Vice Chair-
man

Sara J. Bloomfield, Director

DON ANTHONY SENGER
1945-2016

Deacon Don Senger passed
away on September 26, 2016
in Houston, TX. Don was
born on January 12, 1945 in
Racine, WI

The visitation will be held
on Wednesday, September
28, 2016 at The Settegast-
Kopf Co Funeral Directors in
Sugar Land, TX from 6pm
until 8pm with a vigil service
at 7pm. The funeral mass
will be held on Thursday,
September 29, 2016 at St.
Theresa Catholic Church,
705 St Theresa Blvd, Sugar
Land, TX 77498 at 10am with
a burial to follow after the
funeral mass.

The Setepast-Kopf Company
@ Sugar Creek

L5015 Sputlwest Croeway
Sugsr Land, TX 77478
(213 5653-3013

Condolences may be offered at
vy SettegnsiKoploom

TERENCE PENICK
TIMMONS

1950-2016

Terence P. (Terry) Tim-
mons, a Houston native,
died September 21, 2016. A
memorial service will be held
on Friday, September 30, at
1:30 p.m. at Golding Chapel,
Christ Church Cathedral, 1117
Texas Ave. For a complete
obituary, visit www.earthman-
hunterscreek.com.

Earthman Hunters Creek
Funeral Home

H30% Kary Fresway

Housreom, X 77024
[T13) 4658000
Condolences may be offered ar
www. EarthmanHuntecsCreek.com

LOUISE MARIE
HILDEBRANDT-VOUTCHAS

1921-2016

Louise Marie Hildebrandt-
Voutchas, 95, of Tomball,
passed away Sunday, Septem-
ber 25,2016. She is preceded
in death by her husband John
George Voutchas, parents
H.Edward and Anna Lydia
Hildebrandt, two brothers
Vernon and Melvin Hildeb-
randt.

She is survived by her step
daughter Cassandra Voutchas.

Funeral service will be 1:00
PM Wednesday, September
28,2016 at Trinity Lutheran
Church, 5201 Spring Cypress
Rd. Spring TX 77879. Burial
will be Thursday, September
29, 2016 at 10:00am at
Houston National Cemetery.

KLEIN
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HENRY ALLEN BISHOP
1951-2016

Henry Allen Bishop, 65
of Deer Park, Texas, passed
away Monday, September 19,
2016 after a short battle with
cancer. He was born July 31,
1951 to B. Henry Bishop and
Johnnie McCarn Bishop in
Houston, Texas.

Allen spent his 45 year
career at various engineer-

ing companies as a piping
designer/CAD operator.

He is survived by his son
Marcus and wife Krista,
daughter Jennifer and hus-
band Chris Gottselig.

Visitation will be at Forest
Park East on September 28th
at 11:30am, followed by a
chapel service at 12:30pm.

|
CEMETERY LOTS

|
CEMETERY LOTS

Fie LISTING

FOREST PARK LAWNDALE 4 plots
Spaces Together 6, 10, 11, 12

Lot 615, Sect #29. All 4 = $8,500
Indiv $2,500. Call 713-850-1717

Memorial Oaks Katy Frwy 77079,
20% OFF CLEARANCE PRICE

2 Spc. Sec. 10. Lot 112. $6,999 Ea.
Call Vicky 281-460-9987

SUNSHINE FADES AND SHADOWS FALL,

but sweet remembrance outlasts all.
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Lands’ End CEO leaves
after less than 2 years

ASSOCIATED PRESS

DODGEVILLE, Wis. —
The CEO of Lands’ End,
recruited from the New
York fashion house Dolce
& Gabbana in a bit of a
culture clash, has stepped
down after less than two
years on the job.

Federica Marchion-
ni was brought to the
Dodgeville-based com-
pany with its button-down
shirts and casual clothing
in February 2015. Her em-
ployment agreement spec-
ified that she would not
have to move to the small
southwestern Wisconsin
city and that her primary
workplace would be in
New York.

The company said Mon-
day that Marchionni’s de-
parture was effective im-
mediately.

‘It is time’

“The board of directors
and I have agreed it is time
for others to bring Lands’
End into the future,” Mar-
chionni said in a state-
ment.

The Lands’ End board
appointed Joseph Boitano,
executive vice president
and chief merchandising
and design officer, and
James Gooch, executive
vice president and chief

Associated Press file
Federica Marchionni’s
tenure with Land’s End
had been strained at times.

operating and financial
officer, as co-interim chief
executive officers.

A global executive
search firm has been hired
to assist with identifying a
permanent CEO, the com-
pany said. The search will
consider internal and ex-
ternal candidates.

Josephine Linden,
board chairman, said Mar-
chionni has helped Lands’
End transform by offer-
ing merchandise that was
more relevant to shoppers.

“Federica is stepping
down at this time, leav-
ing Lands’ End well po-
sitioned to continue its
evolution and capture the

growth opportunities that
exist for our iconic brand
in this dynamic retail envi-
ronment,” Linden saidina
statement.

Marchionni’s ten-
ure had, at times, been
strained. Her decision to
feature feminist and abor-
tion rights advocate Glo-
ria Steinem in a Lands’
End catalog drew the ire
of some customers who
flooded the company’s
Facebook page with com-
ments and caused two pri-
vate religious schools to
stop purchasing uniforms
from the company.

Public apology

Steinem had been inter-
viewed by Marchionni for
the Lands’ End “Legend
Series,” which features
people “who have made a
difference in both their re-
spective industries and the
world at large,” according
to the company. The com-
pany issued a public apol-
ogy and removed Steinem
from its website.

It has been a rough pe-
riod for many traditional
retailers, and Lands’ End
is no exception. Annual
sales have fallen for four
consecutive years and net
income for two.

The company lost mon-
eyinitslatest fiscal year.
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