campaign of vilification of Clinton. But his words, spewed out of his
mouth from a national podium, were designed to make her seem less
human. She was “so corrupt, so crooked, she should be locked up,’
Trump said over and over again. He led his followers in the chant,
“Lock her up! Lock her up!”

Trump's plan was to make Hillary an enemy of the people in the
minds of his supporters. Defeating her would become a holy quest.
Like his promise to punish women who get abortions, it was Trump
as the Punisher. He helped set up Hillary as the Devil in a Pantsuit.
He would be the slayer of the dragon on behalf of his most deeply
enraged followers.

Trump's brand of carefully orchestrated loathing for Hillary was the
icing on an old and noxiously indigestible cake of fury that had been
baked by Republican operatives years earlier. The recorded words
of one of the leaders of the Kansas terror plot sounded like Trump
without the private-school education: “I'm angry that our politicians
are no good, lying, conniving, crooked, corrupt, treasonist assholes
that should be imprisoned at the least...I'm angry we allow one of
the most corrupt, deceitful, lying, conniving, treasonist, piece of shit
on the planet to run for president while under investigation by the
FBI...I'm angry that elections are rigged by the elitists (FYl: YOUR
VOTE DOESN'T MATTER ANYMORE)! These are the words of
accused Crusader plotter Patrick Eugene Stein, as transcribed from
a secret FBI recording.

“I'M ANGRY THAT OUR
POLITICIANS ARE NO
GOOD, LYING, CONNIVING,
CROOKED, CORRUPT,
TREASONIST ASSHOLES
THAT SHOULD BE
IMPRISONED AT
THE LEAST...”

Trump continued to feed the most paranoid of right-wing extremists,
essentially confirming that the America they loved had been
surrendered to an enemy made up of Muslims, Mexicans, blacks,
LGBTQ people, and baby killers. When he said the only way he
would lose the election is if it were stolen from him, and then when
he refused to say he would accept the outcome if he did not win,
this gave even more emotional ammo to the would-be gunmen of the
militias. These are heavily armed, self-styled “patriots” who long for
the good old days when blacks were subservient, gay people were in
the closet, and “real” men like them were in charge. Not some mixed-
race “monkey,’ or, even worse, a “goddamn bitch!

The FBI surveillance narrative on Crusader Stein recounts him
doing a targeting run on the Muslim section of Garden City. At one
point, he leaned out of the car window and cursed at Somali women
wearing traditional garb. At the time, Stein was armed with an assault
rifle, extra magazines, a pistol, a ballistic vest, and a night-vision
scope. According to the FBI, a month before the election, Stein
and his alleged co-conspirators were prepping for their slaughter
when the girlfriend of one of them called police after her man had
beaten her. She showed the responding officers a room in the house
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stacked with weapons, including an explosive compound called
hexamethylene triperoxide diamine, or HMTD. The cops asked to
look around, she said sure, and they found over two thousand rounds
of ammo and guns.

Before the Kansas conspiracy case broke in October, life was hard
enough for America’s 900,000 cops and tens of thousands of federal
agents, searching for a tiny number of potential American jihadists
like the New York City-born man who killed 49 people at the Pulse
nightclub in Orlando. It’s like hunting for a few explosive needles in a
haystack of more than 324 million people.

Fortunately, more and more moderate American Muslims (which
constitutes the vast majority) are helping police find people who
have been radicalized. Following 9/11, the FBI created a model of
respect and cooperation between law enforcement and mosques in
Virginia; that model has been adapted by state and local agencies.
Good community relations have followed.

Understandably, law enforcement’s focus has been on finding
the next self-starting radical Islamic terrorist before he or she
can commit another act in the name of ISIS. Following the FBI's
successful operation against the Crusaders, our cops now have
to focus considerable resources on extremists of the far right who
may previously have been written off as harmless. Time to rethink
everything.

Men like the alleged Kansas conspirators do their planning in the
shadows and imagine themselves as superheroes. These are deeply
disappointed and embittered men; some of them beat their women

FOLLOWING 9/11, THE
FBI CREATED A MODEL
OF RESPECT AND
COOPERATION BETWEEN
LAW ENFORGEMENT AND
MOSQUES IN VIRGINIA.

to feel better; some fortify their courage with alcohol and drugs; and
some do it with prayer. Protected by the Second Amendment, they
have been buying up guns and thousands of rounds of ammunition.
Some have become internet scholars, learning online how to make
high explosives. Most of them—especially the drunks—will wind up
getting caught, because they talk and someone dials 911. But some
will inevitably slip through the cracks.

In all likelihood, you and those you love will be safe, but that is not
to say that we should not expect attacks from egomaniacal fanatics
in the name of Jesus or Allah. And while the Trump campaign pushed
the idea that we are surrounded by marauding jihadists, the truth
is, thus far, there have been a tiny number of murderers motivated
by radical Islam in the U.S. Those killers include the Ft. Hood Army
psychiatrist, the Boston Marathon bombers, the Orlando nightclub
shooter, the San Bernardino couple, the two gunmen in Texas and
Arkansas who attacked military recruiting stations, and the man who
beheaded a woman at a food plant in Oklahoma. The total killed by
jihadists in the U.S. since 9/11 is just under one hundred. Even one
is terrible. But this is a huge country.

| have no desire to trivialize any horrible act. But we need to keep
our minds clear. Clarity and the calm it brings can help us come out
of the post-election period with more sanity and less rage.
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